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 • An intersectional, feminist 
call to arms for readers of 
Jane Jacobs, Doreen Massey, 
Sharon Zukin.

 • National press coverage, 
broadcast and podcast 
interviews.

PUBLISHED

CATEGORY

EXTENT

SIZES

FORMAT

ISBN

PRICES 

RIGHTS

September

Politics/Feminism/Architecture

240 pages

140 x 210mm

Hardback

978 1 83976 7 548

£14.99 / $24.95 
Not for sale in Canada

Between the Lines

Gentrification Is 
Inevitable and Other Lies
Leslie Kern

How gentrification is killing our cities, and what we can do 
about it

Leslie Kern, author of the best-selling Feminist City, travels between 
Toronto, New York, London, Paris and San Francisco and scrutinises 
the myth and lies that surround the most urgent urban crisis of our 
times: gentrification. 

This process can be seen today in rising rents and evictions, 
transformed retail areas, increased policing and broken communities. 
But Kern argues that gentrification is not a natural process of urban 
regeneration. It cannot be understood in economic terms or by class 
alone. Nor can it be measured solely by the physical displacement of 
certain people. Rather, she argues, it is a continuation of the settler 
colonial project that removed natives from their land. Radical action 
is necessary to end this violence. 

If gentrification is not inevitable, what can we do to stop the tide? Kern 
proposes a genuinely de-colonial, feminist, queer, anti-gentrification 
– one that demands the right to the city for everyone and the return of 
land and reparations for those who have been displaced.

Leslie Kern is an Associate Professor of Geography and Environment 
and Director of Women’s and Gender Studies at Mount Allison 
University. She is the author of Feminist City.
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PUBLISHED 

CATEGORY

EXTENT

SIZES

FORMAT

ISBN

PRICES

RIGHTS

September

Politics

384 pages

153 x 234mm

Paperback Original

978 1 78873 8 422

£20.00 / $29.95 / $39.99 CAN

Verso

Combat Trauma
Imaginaries of War and Citizenship  
in Post-9/11 America

Nadia Abu El-Haj

A rigorous study of combat trauma and American militarism

In this investigation into the diagnosis and treatment of post-traumatic 
stress disorder, Nadia Abu El-Haj finds that the medical and scientific 
history is inseparable from political questions of war and American power. 
In the 1970s, for example, anti-war Vietnam veterans saw their trauma as 
a way to address questions of guilt and complicity, while in the 1980s, 
PTSD came to be understood solely as a condition of victimhood, one that 
required patriotic care from all Americans. Since 9/11, the traumatised 
soldier has stood as a symbol for America’s wars abroad, while the deaths 
of those killed by American firepower are largely forgotten. The language 
and medical science of trauma, Abu El-Haj argues, has come to both 
sustain US militarism and shield American civilians from the reality of 
wars fought in their name. 

Nadia Abu El-Haj is Ann Whitney Olin Professor in the Departments of 
Anthropology at Barnard College and Columbia University and a recipient 
of numerous awards, including the MacArthur Fellowship. 

PUBLISHED 

CATEGORY

EXTENT 

SIZES

FORMAT

ISBN

PRICES

RIGHTS

September

Art/Architecture

448 pages + 32pp colour 
plate section

153 x 234mm

Paperback Original

978 1 83976 5 292

£25.00 / $34.95 / $45.95CAN

Verso

Images of Class
Operaismo, Autonomia and the  
Visual Arts (1962–1988)

Jacopo Galimberti

The unique encounter between artists, architects and designers 
and the Italian radical left

During the 1960s and 1970s, Workerism and Autonomia were prominent 
Marxist currents. However, it is rarely acknowledged that these movements 
inspired many visual artists such as the members of Archizoom, Gordon 
Matta-Clark and Gianfranco Baruchello. This book focuses on the 
aesthetic and cultural discourse developed by three generations of 
militants (including Mario Tronti, Antonio Negri, Franco Berardi and 
Silvia Federici), and how it was appropriated by artists, architects, graphic 
designers and architectural historians such as Manfredo Tafuri. 

Jacopo Galimberti is an art historian and independent scholar. He wrote 
Individuals against Individualism, co-edited Art, Global Maoism and the 
Chinese Cultural Revolution, and co-wrote, with Steve Wright, The Year of 
Living Dangerously (forthcoming from Verso).
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 • Serialisation likely and 
widespread media coverage of 
an inside account of the Corbyn 
project.

 • Author is a well-known media 
figure: interviews and podcasts 
expected on publication.

 • For readers of Grace Blakeley, 
Owen Hatherley and Owen 
Jones.

 • National press, podcast and 
broadcast coverage.

PUBLISHED

CATEGORY

EXTENT

SIZES

FORMAT

ISBN

PRICES

RIGHTS

September

Politics

256 pages

140 x 210mm

Paperback Original

978 1 83976 6 640

£14.99 / $19.95 / $25.95CAN

Verso

Is Socialism Possible  
in Britain?
Reflections on the Corbyn Years

Andrew Murray

The lessons of Corbynism for the future of left politics

The Corbyn project tried to achieve parliamentary socialism despite 
the resistance of most parliamentarians. Is Socialism Possible in 
Britain? draws out the lessons of this rollercoaster period. Lively 
and insightful, it is informed by an insider’s view of the most radical 
period in Labour Party history.   

A veteran of the Stop the War Coalition, Andrew Murray was seconded 
to Corbyn’s office from the Unite trade union and witnessed the 
extraordinary daily bombardment by sections of the Parliamentary 
Labour Party and the media. He candidly assesses the leadership’s 
response to the antisemitism controversy and the dilemmas of Brexit, 
as well as Keir Starmer’s restoration of a turgid neo-Blairism.  

Tracing the destabilisation of class relations in Britain, Murray asks 
how the problems that beset Corbynism can be more effectively 
addressed in the future – a future which we must hope is not so far 
away.

Andrew Murray served as Special Advisor to Jeremy Corbyn, Chief 
of Staff at Unite and Chair of Stop the War. His books include The Fall 
and Rise of the British Left, A New Labour Nightmare and Off the Rails.

Praise for The Fall and Rise of the British Left: 

“Murray thinks seriously and writes with flickers of dry humour.”  
Jim Pickard, Financial Times

“A rich and needed intervention. Uniquely insightful.” Marcus Barnett, 
Jacobin



Mark Kerrison / Alamy Stock Photo
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PUBLISHED

CATEGORY

EXTENT

SIZES

FORMAT

ISBN

PRICES

RIGHTS

September

Politics

160 pages

129 x 198mm

Paperback Original

978 1 83976 8 507

£8.99 / $19.95 / $25.95CAN

Verso

 • Author regularly appears on 
broadcast media and has 
written for New Statesman and 
the Guardian, among others.

 • Author was key figure in the 
campaign for Jeremy Corbyn.

Our Bloc
How We Win

James Schneider

A plan to win for the British left, from the co-founder of 
Momentum

In Our Bloc, James Schneider lays out an action plan for the British 
left. To move from defeatism to renewed confidence, he proposes a 
Left Bloc: an explicit alliance of socialists in Parliament, the Labour 
grassroots, the trade unions and social movements.

In the wake of Corbyn’s defeat, Schneider makes a bold argument: the 
central question is not whether to stay in or leave the Labour Party. 
Instead, we should focus on federating our forces – to strengthen our 
movements and voices today, and lay the ground to construct the 
party we need to enter government tomorrow.

Now is not the moment to scale back our ambitions. Climate 
shocks, rising debt, inequality and energy costs are high barriers to 
neoliberalism’s viability. If we can build power and prepare to seize 
the moment, we have a world to win.

James Schneider co-founded Momentum in 2015 and went on 
to serve as Jeremy Corbyn’s spokesperson and Head of Strategic 
Communications. He is Communications Director for Progressive 
International and a regular voice in the UK media.
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 • Publishing for the fiftieth 
anniversary of the strike.

 • Twenty-one national trade 
unions affiliated to the 
campaign along with hundreds 
of local branches, CLPs and 
trades councils.

 • Endorsements from Ken Loach, 
John McDonnell, Jeremy 
Corbyn, Sharon Graham 
(Unite), Mark Serwotka (PCS), 
Matt Wrack (FBU) and many 
others.

 • The campaign has been 
highlighted in the national 
press by renowned actor Ricky 
Tomlinson, who was one of the 
pickets involved.

 • National press coverage.

PUBLISHED

CATEGORY

EXTENT

SIZES

FORMAT

ISBN

PRICES

RIGHTS

September

History/Politics 

320 pages

140 x 210mm 

Paperback Original

978 1 80429 0 149 

£14.99 / $29.95 / $39.95CAN

Verso

A Very British Conspiracy
The Shrewsbury 24 and their Campaign 
For Justice

Eileen Turnbull

The story of the first and only national building workers’ strike 
in Britain

When a group of North Wales building workers were put on trial for 
picketing-related offences during the first and only national building 
workers strike in Britain, it not only had a profound impact upon 
them and their families, it signalled the decline of trade unionism in 
that industry.

Using material that Eileen Turnbull uncovered while searching for 
evidence that would get the pickets convictions referred to the Court 
of Appeal, A Very British Conspiracy uncovers government and police 
documents that show the careful planning of the prosecution. It 
brings into focus the secrecy surrounding the actions of the police 
and the government. It shows how the state used the criminal justice 
system to halt effective picketing. And it reveals the methods used to 
overcome the prosecution’s lack of hard evidence.

In 2006, the premature death of one of the convicted pickets was a 
catalyst for a group of trade unionists to come together to organise 
a campaign. In February 2021, their appeal against the convictions 
was finally successful. The book describes, in their own words, how 
the pickets and their families felt after forty-seven years of being 
ostracised and considered criminals in their communities, as well 
as the response of the six core Campaign Committee members who 
brought this historic victory about.

Eileen Turnbull is the Researcher and Secretary for the Shrewsbury 
24 Campaign and completed her PhD on the case.
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 • New collection from leading 
critical feminist scholar who 
coined the phrase ‘Feminism 
for the 99%’.

 • Feminism for the 99% has sold 
over 25,000 copies worldwide.

 • For readers of Bhaskar 
Sunkara, Thomas Piketty, David 
Harvey, and Rebecca Solnit.

PUBLISHED

CATEGORY

EXTENT

SIZES

FORMAT

ISBN

PRICES

RIGHTS

September

Politics

192 pages

140 x 210mm

Hardback

978 1 83976 1 232

£14.99 / $24.95 / $33.95CAN

Verso

Cannibal Capitalism
How our System Is Devouring 
Democracy, Care, and the Planet –  
and What We Can Do About It

Nancy Fraser

A rallying cry for a socialist politics that can save our world

Capitalism has come, in the twenty-first century, to dominate nearly 
every sphere of life, from ecology and race to ideas of care and the 
practice of politics. In this tightly argued but urgent volume, leading 
Marxist-feminist theorist Nancy Fraser charts the voracious appetite 
of capital, tracking it from crisis point to crisis point, from ecological 
devastation to the collapse of democracy, and from the devaluing of 
care work to racial injustice. These crisis points all come to a head 
in the ‘perfect storm’ of Covid-19, which Fraser argues can help us 
envision the kind of resistance we must build to stop capital from 
cannibalising our whole world. 

What we need, she argues, is a broad and wide-ranging socialist 
movement that can recognise capital’s appetite – and starve it to 
death.

Nancy Fraser is Henry and Louise A. Loeb Professor of  Philosophy 
and Politics at the New School for Social Research. She is the author 
of the influential Fortunes of Feminism and of the pamphlet The Old 
Is Dying and the New Cannot Be Born, and co-author of Feminism for 
the 99%.

“Nancy Fraser is one of the most creative social philosophers and critical 
theorists of her generation.” Cornel West
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 • Winner of the Prix Frantz Fanon 
in 2018 and Prix de l’Ecrit 
Social, 2019.

 • Author is a dynamic figure in 
France and a respected voice 
on issues of race, colonialism, 
and feminism.

 • Poses a question central to 
Black Lives Matter, LGBTQ 
rights movements, and 
feminist organising against 
sexual assault: how do we 
defend ourselves in the face of 
state and vigilante violence?

 • For readers of Maggie Nelson, 
Judith Butler, and Frantz Fanon.

PUBLISHED

CATEGORY

EXTENT

SIZES

FORMAT

ISBN

PRICES

RIGHTS

September

History/Politics

288 pages

140 x 210mm

Paperback Original

978 1 83976 1 058

£19.99 / $29.95 / $39.95CAN

Editions la Decouverte

Self Defense
A Philosophy of Violence

Elsa Dorlin
Translated by Kieran Aarons

Violent self-defence and the struggle for liberation

Is violent self-defence ethical? In the history of colonialism, racism, 
sexism, capitalism, there has long been a dividing line between 
bodies ‘worthy of defending’ and those who have been disarmed and 
rendered defenceless. In nineteenth-century Algeria, the colonial 
state outlawed the use of arms by Algerians, but granted French 
settlers the right to bear arms. Today, some lives are seen to be worth 
so little that Black teenagers can be shot in the back for appearing 
‘threatening’ while their killers are understood, by the state, to be 
justified. That those subject to the most violence have been forcibly 
made defenceless raises, for any movement of liberation, the question 
of using violence in the interest of self-defence.

Philosopher Elsa Dorlin looks across the global history of the left –  
from slave revolts to the knitting women of the French Revolution 
and British suffragists’ training in ju-jitsu, from the Warsaw Ghetto 
Uprising to the Black Panther Party, from queer neighbourhood 
patrols to Black Lives Matter – to trace the politics, philosophy, and 
ethics of self-defence. From this history she argues that violent self-
defence is the only means for the oppressed to ensure survival and to 
build a liveable future. 

Elsa Dorlin is Professor of Philosophy at the University of Toulouse 
Jean Jaurès, and the author of The Matrix of Race and Sex, Genre, and 
Sexualities.
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PUBLISHED 

CATEGORY

EXTENT

SIZES

FORMAT

ISBN

PRICES

RIGHTS

October

Feminism/Politics

208 pages

140 x 210mm

Hardback

978 1 83976 7 685

£14.99 / $24.95 / $33.95CAN

Aitken Alexander Associates

Radius
A Story of Feminist Revolution

Yasmin El-Rifae

A haunting, intimate account of feminist struggle

In 2012, the promise of the democratic Egyptian revolution was tempered 
by revelations of sexual assault in Tahrir Square, the uprising’s symbolic 
birthplace. Radius recounts the formation of Operation Anti–Sexual 
Harassment, which deployed hundreds of volunteers to intervene in the 
spiralling cases of sexual violence in the square, often risking assault 
themselves.

Journalist Yasmin El-Rifae was one of Opantish’s organisers. This is her 
harrowing account of how they faced down opposition and violence, 
struggled with a revolution bleeding into counter-revolution, and dealt 
with the long aftermath of assault and devastation. 

Yasmin El-Rifae is a writer and editor in Cairo and New York. She works 
with Mada Masr in Cairo and is a co-producer of the Palestine Festival 
of Literature. Her writing has appeared in the Guardian, Nation, Lux, 
LitHub, and Guernica. 

PUBLISHED 

CATEGORY

EXTENT

SIZES

FORMAT

ISBN

PRICES 

RIGHTS

September

Politics/Feminism

336 pages

140 x 210mm

Paperback Original with Flaps

978 1 83976 8 392

$19.95 / $25.95CAN /  
North America only

Aitken Alexander Associates

The Transgender Issue
An Argument for Justice

Shon Faye

How trans rights could make a better world for everyone

Trans people have become a culture war ‘issue,’ the subjects of a toxic 
and polarised ‘debate’ that generates controversy for newspapers and 
talk shows. This media frenzy conceals a simple fact: we are having the 
wrong conversation, a conversation in which trans people are reduced to 
a talking point and denied a meaningful voice.

In this powerful new book, Shon Faye reclaims the idea of the ‘transgender 
issue’ to uncover the reality of what it means to be trans in a transphobic 
society, beginning with her home in the United Kingdom and extending 
her view to the United States and beyond. Faye provides a wide-ranging 
and compelling analysis of trans lives from youth to old age, and explores 
issues of class, family, housing, healthcare, sex work, the prison system, 
and trans participation in the LGBTQ+ and feminist communities. What 
she finds, ultimately, is that a fight for trans liberation is a fight for a better 
world for us all.

Shon Faye is a writer, editor, and artist.  Her writing has been published 
by the Guardian, the Independent and Vice, among others. 
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PUBLISHED 

CATEGORY

EXTENT

SIZES

FORMAT

ISBN

PRICES

RIGHTS

September

Politics

256 pages

153 x 234mm

Hardback

978 1 83976 4 264

£16.99 / $26.95 / $35.95CAN

Verso

The Rise of a New Left
Raina Lipsitz

A new left generation for America

A new progressive generation is on the rise in the United States, reflected 
in the mushrooming rolls of the Democratic Socialists of America, 
Marxist explainers in Teen Vogue, and the youngest woman ever elected 
to Congress, Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez.

The Rise of a New Left is the first book to look closely at this new politics. 
Propelled by interviews with AOC and the other key figures and 
organisations who have shaken up American politics, the book includes 
portraits of groups like the DSA, the Sunrise Movement, and the Justice 
Democrats, explaining who they are, where they come from, and what 
they want. Investigating the strategies employed by the new movements 
and their relationship to politicians from Bernie Sanders to Nancy Pelosi, 
the book describes how the generational focus on insurgent electoral 
campaigns both aims to transform the Democratic Party and threatens to 
be captured by it.

Raina Lipsitz is a writer whose work has appeared in a variety of places, 
including the Nation, Al Jazeera America, Jewish Currents, the Atlantic, 
Cosmopolitan, and Glamour.

PUBLISHED 

CATEGORY

EXTENT

SIZES

FORMAT

ISBN

PRICES

RIGHTS

September

Art

256 pages

153 x 234mm

Paperback Original

978 1 83976 3 625

£19.99 / $29.95 / $39.95CAN

Verso

Crisis as Form
Peter Osborne

How can contemporary art best respond to social crisis?

Criticism of contemporary art is split by an opposition between activism 
and the critical function of form. Yet the deeper terms of art-judgement are 
largely neglected on both sides. These essays combine a re-examination of 
the terms of judgement of contemporary art with critical interpretations 
of individual works and exhibitions by Luis Camnitzer, Marcel Duchamp, 
Matias Faldbakken, Anne Imhof and Cady Noland. The book moves from 
philosophical issues, via the lingering shadows of medium-specificity 
(in photography and art music), and the changing states of museums to 
analyses of the peculiar ways that works of art relate to time. To give artistic 
form to crisis, it is suggested, one needs to understand contemporary art’s 
own constitutive crisis of form.

Peter Osborne is Professor of Modern European Philosophy and Director 
of the Centre for Research in Modern European Philosophy, Kingston 
University London. His books include The Politics of Time, Anywhere or 
Not at All and The Postconceptual Condition.
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 • A brilliant overview of the 
culture wars in architecture and 
the built environment.

 • Author is a leading and 
controversial figure in 
the debates over statues, 
preservation and heritage.

 • Wide media interest in culture 
wars in mainstream media.

 • For readers of Sathnam 
Sanghera, Michael Sorkin, 
Patrick Wright, Anna Minton.

 • National media coverage, 
including press, broadcast and 
podcasts.

PUBLISHED

CATEGORY

EXTENT

SIZES

FORMAT

ISBN

PRICES

RIGHTS

October

Architecture/History

368 pages

153 x 234mm

Hardback

978 1 83976 1 874

£20.00 /$29.95 / $39.95CAN

Verso

Monumental Lies
Culture Wars and the Truth about  
the Past

Robert Bevan

How statues, heritage and the built environment have become 
the battleground for the culture wars

Monumental Lies is an urgent report from the front line of the 
culture wars. It exposes the truths buried at contested heritage sites, 
and demands that we change the way we think about the historic 
environment. Those who manipulate our cultural past are having a 
dangerous influence over our cultural future.

What happens when places promote political untruths? What’s the 
role of architecture in evidencing this past? Why does authenticity 
matter? Bevan argues that monuments, architecture and cities are 
the physical material of history, factual traces of past events, of 
previous ways of thinking, of politics and values. But when our cities 
are reshaped as pastiche fantasies, when monuments cannot be 
trusted to honour those who deserve it, when decisions are based on 
misinformation about how design influences behaviour or we are told 
certain architectural styles are alien to our cities, we are being fed lies. 

Taking in a global survey of contested spaces including Civil War 
monuments, statues of slave owners, fascist memorials, and post-war 
reconstruction, Bevan challenges us to rethink our relationship with 
our built heritage. He questions the authority of the gatekeepers, such 
as UNESCO, commentators, and politicians. He shows how best to 
deal with memorials that commemorate our dark history. 

Monumental Lies is a timely survey of the cultural battlefield that 
offers clarity and solutions to essential questions of our times.

Robert Bevan is an award-winning journalist, author and heritage 
consultant, and has been architecture critic for the Evening Standard 
and the Australian Financial Review and is the former Editor of 
Building Design. He is the author of the acclaimed The Destruction of 
Memory. He is a member of ICOMOS, the heritage body that advises 
UNESCO, and the Blue Shield, which addresses heritage in crisis. 

Praise for The Destruction of Memory: 

“Devastating.” Sunday Times

“Compelling and convincing.” Independent

“Relevant, even urgent.” Financial Times

“A must-read.” RIBA Journal
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PUBLISHED 

CATEGORY

EXTENT

SIZES

FORMAT

ISBN

PRICES

RIGHTS

October

Politics

320 pages

153 x 234mm

Paperback Original

978 1 83976 4 974

£19.99 / $29.95 / $39.95CAN

Verso

Organize, Fight, Win
Black Communist Women’s Political 
Writing

Edited by Charisse Burden-Stelly  
and Jodi Dean

The first collection of the writing of Black communist women

Black communist women throughout the early to mid-twentieth century 
organised, fought and led mass campaigns, building towards collective 
power capable of winning the struggle for liberation.  

Organize, Fight, Win collects three decades of political writings from Black 
communist women. In doing so, it makes clear Black women’s significant 
role in communist politics in the twentieth century. 

Charisse Burden-Stelly is Assistant Professor of Africana Studies and 
Political Science at Carleton College. She is the author, with Gerald Horne, 
of W. E. B. Du Bois: A Life in American History.

Jodi Dean is the author of numerous books, including The Communist 
Horizon, Crowds and Party and, most recently, Comrade.

PUBLISHED 

CATEGORY

EXTENT

SIZES

FORMAT

ISBN

PRICES

RIGHTS

October

Philosophy

304 pages

153 x 234mm

Paperback Original

978 1 83976 3 519

£19.99 / $29.95 / $39.95CAN

Yoshiyuki Sato

Power and Resistance
Foucault, Deleuze, Derrida, Althusser

Yoshiyuki Sato
Preface by Etienne Balibar

A provocative reinterpretation of the (post-)structuralist theory of 
power

Structuralist theories of power show that the subject is produced and 
reproduced by the investment of power: but how can we then think of 
the subject’s resistance to power? Based on this fundamental question, 
Power and Resistance interprets critically the (post-)structuralist theory of 
power and resistance, through theorists like Foucault, Deleuze, Guattari, 
Derrida and Althusser, going on to analyse the mechanisms of power and 
the strategies of resistance in the era of neoliberalism. Published for the 
first time in English, this meticulous analysis has already completely 
renewed the theory of power in France, Japan, and Korea.

Yoshiyuki Sato is Associate Professor at the University of Tsukuba. 
His recent publications are Philosophy of Abandoning Nuclear Power (in 
Japanese, co-authored with Takumi Taguchi) and Three Revolutions (in 
Japanese, co-authored with Jun Fujita Hirose).
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 • Exciting emerging author, 
known for organising a 
conference about the history of 
anti-racism in Britain.

 • Endorsements from 
Priyamvada Gopal, Robin D. 
Kelley and David G. Olusoga.

 • For readers of Hakim Adi, 
Priyamvada Gopal and Cedric 
Robinson.

PUBLISHED

CATEGORY

EXTENT

SIZES

FORMAT

ISBN

PRICES

RIGHTS

October

History/Politics

288 pages

153 x 234mm

Hardback

978 1 83976 1 980

£20.00 / $34.95 / $45.95CAN

Verso

Making the  
Revolution Global
Black Radicalism and the  
British Socialist Movement  
before Decolonisation

Theo Williams

How black radicals reshaped the British left

Making the Revolution Global shows how Black radicals transformed 
socialist politics in Britain in the years before decolonisation. 
African and Caribbean activist-intellectuals, such as Amy Ashwood 
Garvey, C. L. R. James, Jomo Kenyatta, Kwame Nkrumah and George 
Padmore, came to Britain during the 1930s and 1940s and intervened 
in debates about capitalism, imperialism, fascism and war. They 
consistently argued that any path towards international socialism 
must have colonial liberation at its heart. Although their ideas were 
met with opposition from many on the British left, they convinced 
significant sections of the movement of the revolutionary potential 
of colonised peoples. By centring the entanglements between Black 
radicals and the wider British socialist movement, Theo Williams 
casts new light on responses to the 1935 Italian invasion of Ethiopia, 
the 1945 Fifth Pan-African Congress, and a wealth of other events 
and phenomena. In doing so, he showcases a revolutionary tradition 
that, as illustrated by the global Black Lives Matter demonstrations of 
2020, is still relevant today.

Theo Williams is a Lecturer in twentieth-century British history 
at Durham University. He co-organised the conference Anti-racism 
in Britain: Histories and Trajectories (2021) and has written for 
publications including African Studies Review, History Workshop 
Online, Libération, Modern Intellectual History, the Review of African 
Political Economy and Twentieth Century British History.
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 • Author has 15k+ followers on 
Twitter.

 • Author is a vocal critic (e.g. in 
the New York Times) of feminist 
transphobia.

 • Reviews expected in the 
national press.

 • For readers of Shon Faye, 
Nancy Fraser and Lola Olufemi.

 • Part of the Salvage Pamphlet 
series.

 • From the author of Full 
Surrogacy Now.

PUBLISHED

CATEGORY

EXTENT

SIZES

FORMAT

ISBN

PRICES

RIGHTS

October

Feminism

160 pages

111 x 178mm

Paperback Original with Flaps

978 1 83976 7 197

£8.99 / $16.95 / $25.95CAN

Verso

Abolish the Family
A Manifesto for Care and Liberation

Sophie Lewis

What if family were not the only place you might hope to feel 
safe, loved, cared for and accepted?

We need to talk about the family. For those who are lucky, families can 
be filled with love and care, but for many they are sites of pain: from 
abandonment and neglect, to abuse and violence. Nobody is more 
likely to harm you than your family. Even in so-called happy families, 
the unpaid, unacknowledged work that it takes to raise children and 
care for each other is endless and exhausting. It could be otherwise: 
in this urgent, incisive pamphlet, leading feminist critic Sophie Lewis 
makes the case for family abolition.

Abolish the Family traces the history of family abolitionist demands, 
from nineteenth-century utopian socialist and sex radical Charles 
Fourier, The Communist Manifesto and Russian family abolitionist 
Alexandra Kollontai, radical feminists like Shulamith Firestone 
and the gay liberationists of the ’60s, to the queer Marxists bringing 
family abolition to the twenty-first century. This short, exhilarating 
pamphlet looks at the right-wing panic about Black families and the 
violent imposition of the family on indigenous communities, and 
asks: what if we could do better than the family? Only by thinking 
beyond the family can we begin to imagine what might come after. 
If abolition means changing everything, we cannot leave the family 
intact. 

Sophie Lewis is the author of Full Surrogacy Now. Her writing has 
appeared in the New York Times, Boston Review, n+1, Jacobin, and 
more. She has given dozens of interviews in English and French, 
including for Vice. She is a visiting scholar at the Alice Paul Center 
for Research on Gender, Sexuality, and Women at the University of 
Pennsylvania.

Praise for Full Surrogacy Now:

“Unique and bracing.” Donna Haraway

“Devious, a mix of manifesto and memoir.” New Yorker

“Dazzling.” London Review of Books

“Sophie Lewis and her expansive vision of feminism are desperately 
needed right now. She makes the work of undoing what ‘womanhood’ 
has come to mean look possible and irresistible.” Melissa Gira Grant, 
author of Playing the Whore

“A landmark text of visionary feminist thinking …  as breathtaking as it 
is necessary.” Natasha Lewis, author of Being Numerous
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The Tomb of Oedipus
Why Greek Tragedies Were Not Tragic

William Marx
Translated by Nicholas Elliott

Why everything you thought you knew about Greek tragedies is 
wrong

If Greek tragedies are meant to be tragic, why do they often end so well? 
Here starts the story of a long and incredible misunderstanding. Out of 
the hundreds of tragedies that were performed, only thirty-two were 
preserved in full. Who chose them and why? Why are the lost ones never 
taken into account? This extremely unusual scholarly book tells us an 
Umberto Eco–like story about the lost tragedies. By arguing that they 
would have given a radically different picture, William Marx makes us 
think in completely new ways about one of the major achievements of 
Western culture. 

William Marx is a French writer and scholar, Professor of Comparative 
Literatures at the Collège de France, France’s most prestigious academic 
institution, and an Honorary Fellow of the Institute of Advanced Studies 
in Berlin. 
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September

Philosophy

240 pages

111 x 178mm

Paperback Original with Flaps

978 1 83976 8 408

£10.99 / $19.95 / $25.95CAN

Verso

PUBLISHED 
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ISBN
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RIGHTS

October

Literature

224 pages

140 x 210mm

Paperback Original

978 1 78873 6 138

£18.99 / $29.95 / $39.95CAN

Les Éditions de Minuit

Microverses
Observations from a Shattered Present

Dylan Riley

Social theory for damaged times

Microverses comprises over a hundred short essays inviting us to think 
about society – and social theory – in new ways. Lockdown created the 
conditions for what Adorno once termed ‘enforced contemplation’. Dylan 
Riley responds here with the tools of his trade, producing an extraordinary 
trail of notes exploring how critical sociology can speak to this troubled 
decade. Microverses analyses the intellectual situation, the political crisis 
of Trump’s last months in office, and love and illness in a period when 
both were fraught with the public emergency of the coronavirus.

Invitations rather than finished arguments, the notes attempt to recover 
the totalising perspective of sociology and to recuperate what Paul Sweezy 
described as a sense of the ‘present as history’.

Dylan Riley is Professor of Sociology at the University of California, 
Berkeley, and the author of The Civic Foundations of Fascism in Europe. 
He is also an editor at New Left Review.
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 • For readers of Anne Boyer, 
Barbara Ehrenreich, and 
viewers of Michael Moore’s 
film Sicko.

 • Authors are hosts of the hit 
podcast Death Panel, on health, 
disability, and left politics, with 
40–60k viewers per month, 
and a listener-initiated reading 
group.

 • Authors are exceptionally 
dynamic and articulate, have 
the gift of distilling complex 
health policy into compelling 
arguments.

 • Brings together examples from 
the US and around the world, 
and merges insights from 
disability justice, women of 
color, feminism, socialism, and 
queer studies.

PUBLISHED
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SIZES
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ISBN

PRICES

RIGHTS

October

Politics

288 pages

140 x 210mm

Hardback

978 1 83976 5 162

£16.99 / $24.95 / $33.95CAN

Verso

Health Communism
Beatrice Adler-Bolton and  
Artie Vierkant

A searing analysis of health and illness under capitalism from 
the hosts of the hit podcast Death Panel

In this fiery, theoretical tour de force, Beatrice Adler-Bolton and Artie 
Vierkant offer an overview of life and death under capitalism and 
argue for a new global left politics aimed at severing the ties between 
capital and one of its primary tools: health.

Written by co-hosts of the hit Death Panel podcast and long-time 
disability justice and healthcare activists Adler-Bolton and Vierkant, 
Health Communism first examines how capital has instrumentalised 
health, disability, madness, and illness to create a class seen as 
‘surplus’, regarded as a fiscal and social burden. Demarcating the 
healthy from the surplus, the worker from the ‘unfit’ to work, serves 
not only to undermine solidarity but to mark whole populations for 
exploitation by the industries that have emerged to manage and 
contain this ‘surplus’ population. Health Communism then looks to 
the grave threat capital poses to global public health, and at the rare 
movements around the world that have successfully challenged the 
extractive economy of health.

Ultimately, the authors argue, we will not succeed in defeating 
capitalism until we sever health from capital. To do this will require a 
radical new politics of solidarity that centres the surplus, built on an 
understanding that we must not base the value of human life on one’s 
willingness or ability to be productive within the current political 
economy. Capital, it turns out, only fears health.

Beatrice Adler-Bolton is an artist and writer, currently completing 
an MA in CUNY’s Disability Studies program. She is disabled and 
chronically ill, a subject position which made clear to her how 
untenable the American left’s approach to healthcare legislation was. 

Artie Vierkant is an artist and writer.
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 • For readers of Patti Smith, 
Chris Kraus, John Berger and 
Lydia Davis.

 • Author is one of today’s 
most famous modern dance 
choreographers and has 
worked with David Byrne, St 
Vincent, Mikhail Baryshnikov, 
Laurie Anderson, Brian Eno, 
Spike Lee, David Bowie and Ivo 
van Hove.

 • Fully illustrated, with over 
60 black-and-white images 
integrated into the text.

PUBLISHED
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October

Art

176 pages

140 x 210mm

Hardback

978 1 83976 6 749

£12.99 / $19.95 / $25.95CAN

Verso

The Choreography  
of Everyday Life
Annie-B Parson

A renowned choreographer explores the dance of everyday life

In this sparkling, innovative, fully illustrated work, world-renowned 
choreographer Annie-B Parson translates the components of dance 
– time, proximity, space, motion and tone – into text. As we follow 
Parson through her days – at home, reading, and on her walks down 
the street – and in and out of conversations on everything from 
Homer’s Odyssey to feminist art to social protest, she helps us see how 
everyday movement creates the wider world. Dance, it turns out, is 
everything and everywhere.

With the insight and verve of a soloist, Parson shows us how art-
making is a part of our everyday world and our political life as we 
move, together and apart, through space.

Annie-B Parson is an award-winning choreographer and co-founder 
of the OBIE and Bessie Award–winning Big Dance Theater. Parson 
has created choreography for opera, pop stars, television, theatre, 
ballet, symphonies, objects, museums, augmented reality, and 1,000 
amateur singers. Among many others, she has choreographed for 
David Byrne, St Vincent, David Bowie, Laurie Anderson, Esperanza 
Spalding, and Mikhail Baryshnikov.

“I’m a long-time fan of Annie-B’s work. I see in it the quotidian made 
extraordinary ... the familiar made foreign.” David Byrne

“‘Bodies in space.’ I have heard Annie-B use this phrase dozens of  times. 
It occurs to me this phrase refers to choreography and dance,  but is also 
a transposable life philosophy.” St Vincent

“Parson’s path is one that continues to push the boundaries of dance.” 
Dan Meyer, Playbill
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 • For readers of Judith Butler, 
Jules Joanne Gleeson and 
Veronica Gago.

 • From the author of State of 
Insecurity.

PUBLISHED

CATEGORY

EXTENT

SIZES

FORMAT

ISBN

PRICES

RIGHTS

November

Politics/Feminism

224 pages

140 x 210mm

Paperback Original

978 1 83976 7 333

£16.99 / $24.95 / $33.95CAN

Suhrkamp

Democracy in the 
Political Present
A Queer-Feminist Theory

Isabell Lorey

What queer theory can teach us about democracy and feminism

“Presentist democracy is without a people and without nation. Rather 
than regimes of borders and migration, its borders are sexism and 
racism, homo- and transphobia, colonialism and extractivism.”

In the midst of the crises and threats to liberal democracy, Isabell 
Lorey develops a democracy in the present tense, one which breaks 
open political certainties and linear concepts of progress and growth. 
Her queer-feminist political theory formulates a fundamental critique 
of masculinist concepts of the people, representation, institutions, 
and the multitude. In doing so, she unfolds an original concept of 
a presentist democracy based on care and interrelatedness, on the 
irreducibility of responsibilities – one which cannot be conceived of 
without social movements’ past struggles and current practices.

Isabell Lorey holds the Professorship for Queer Studies at the 
Academy of Media Arts Cologne. She works at the European Institute 
of Progressive Cultural Policies (eipcp) and its publication platform 
transversal (transversal.at). She is the author of several books, 
translated in many languages, including State of Insecurity.

Praise for State of Insecurity:

“The important contribution of this thoughtful work is to let us 
understand finally that precarity is not a passing or episodic condition, 
but a new form of regulation that distinguishes this historical time.” 
Judith Butler
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ISBN
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October

Philosophy

368 pages

153 x 234mm

Paperback Original

978 1 78663 7 000

£19.99 / $29.95 / $39.95CAN

Franz Steiner Verlag

Henri Lefebvre and the 
Theory of the Production  
of Space
Christian Schmid
Translated by Zachary Murphy King

The definitive study of the work of Henri Lefebvre

This book presents an encompassing, detailed and thorough overview 
and reconstruction of Henri Lefebvre’s theory of space and of the urban 
and explains in an accessible way the theoretical and epistemological 
context of this work in French philosophy and in the German dialectic 
(Hegel, Marx, and Nietzsche). It also gives an overview on the receptions 
of Lefebvre and discusses a wide range of applications of this theory in 
many research fields.

Christian Schmid is a geographer, sociologist and urban researcher. He 
co-authored a pioneering analysis of urbanisation (with star architects 
Herzog and de Meuron) and launched the famous debate on planetary 
urbanisation (with Neil Brenner, Harvard GSD). He currently leads a 
project on the comparison of urbanisation processes in 8 metropolises 
(Future Cities Laboratory Singapore).
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October

Politics/History

288 pages

153 x 234mm

Paperback Original

978 1 83976 5 001

£30.00 / $39.95 / $53.95CAN

Adolfo Gilly

Paths of Revolution
Selected Essays

Adolfo Gilly

First English-language anthology of one of Latin America’s pre-
eminent Marxist writers

The writer and militant Adolfo Gilly directly observed many of Latin 
America’s most tumultuous events, from the aftermath of Bolivia’s 
National Revolution and the Cuban Missile Crisis to the guerrilla wars 
of Central America and Mexico’s Zapatista uprising. Paths of Revolution 
presents the first representative selection from across his extensive body 
of work, collecting close-quarters reportage, sharp political analyses and 
reflections on art and letters.

Adolfo Gilly was born in Buenos Aires in 1928. He worked in Bolivia for 
the Fourth International and reported from Cuba for Monthly Review. 
From a cell in Mexico’s Lecumberri Prison he produced the work for which 
he is best known, La revolución interrumpida (in English, The Mexican 
Revolution).
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 • Major biography of Russia’s 
most important poet.

 • The tragic story of how a gifted 
poet died at the hands of 
Stalin.

 • Review coverage in the 
national press.

PUBLISHED
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SIZES
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ISBN
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RIGHTS

November

Biography

336 pages

153 x 234mm

Hardback

978 1 83976 1 584

£20.00 / $29.95 / $39.95CAN

S Fischer Verlag

Osip Mandelstam
A Biography

Ralph Dutli
Translated by Ben Fowkes

The personal and political life of the iconic Russian poet Osip 
Mandelstam

This is the first full-scale biography of Osip Mandelstam to combine 
an analysis of his poetry with a description of his personal life, from 
his beginnings as a young intellectual in pre-revolutionary Russia to 
his final fate as a victim of Stalinism. 

A myth has endured that Mandelstam was a gloomy, miserable 
figure; Dutli deconstructs this, stressing Mandelstam’s enjoyment of 
life. There are several underlying themes here. One is Mandelstam’s 
Jewish background in pre-1914 Russia, which he rejected as a young 
man, but reaffirmed in later life. Another is the inescapable impact 
of Russia’s political and social transformation. His evolution as a 
poet naturally occupies a large place in the biography, which quotes 
many of his most famous poems, including his devastating anti-
Stalin epigram. He produced wonderful poetry before the October 
Revolution, but did not reach his full poetic stature until the 1930s 
when in exile in Voronezh. He was never an official Soviet poet, and it 
was only thanks to the intervention of Bukharin that he was brought 
back from utter impoverishment. The biography gives full weight 
to his emotional life, beginning with his friendship with two other 
Russian poets, Marina Tsvetaeva and Anna Akhmatova, followed by 
his love affair with and marriage to Nadezhda Khazina.

Ralph Dutli is a poet, a translator of Russian and French poetry, a 
novelist, and an essayist. He has translated the whole of Mandelstam’s 
works into German and received many literary awards.

“Dutli is able to illuminate the interaction between the poet’s life and 
his work in a masterly fashion, without reducing his poems to a mere 
reflection of aspects of his biography.” Michael Braun, Deutschlandfunk

“Dutli brings out the sensual and witty side of Mandelstam, who was full 
of the joys of life.” Marion Lülte, Die Tageszeitung

“This biography crowns Dutli’s work as editor of the poet’s oeuvre.” 
Christoph Bartmann, Süddeutsche Zeitung

“Written with insight and precision, which can be recommended 
unreservedly.” Renate Wiggershaus, Frankfurter Rundschau

“Dutli’s language is muscular, warm and colourful.”  
Andreas Isenschmid, Die Zeit
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November

Politics

384 pages

153 x 234mm

Paperback Original

978 1 83976 1 423

£25.00 / $29.95 / $39.99CAN

Verso

Contraventions
A High Politics of the Left

Edited by Susan Watkins

An anthology of editorials from New Left Review

Since the turn of the century, New Left Review has published a score of 
editorials on world politics, each departing from conventional positions. 
This collection brings together a selection of NLR’s interventions 
examining the ideas and on-the-ground operations of liberal-
internationalist rule, from the Middle East peace process to the new cold 
war. Contraventions analyses the character of the EU and the record of 
Obama, the meaning of Trump and the explanations for Brexit – as well as 
tracking counter-movements from street to ballot box, the Arab Spring to 
Corbyn, Sanders and Podemos. 

New Left Review, founded in 1960, has won an international reputation 
as an independent journal of radical politics and ideas.
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November

Politcs/History

192 pages

140 x 210mm

Hardback

978 1 78873 3 533

£14.99 / $24.95 / $33CAN

Ekaterina Furman

Imitation Democracy
The Development of Russia’s Post-Soviet 
Political System

Dmitri Furman
Translated by Ian Dreiblatt 
Introduction by Tony Wood 
Preface by Keith Gessen

The “imitation democracy” of Russia after the Soviet Union

After the collapse of the Soviet Union, Russia under Yeltsin and Putin 
implemented a political system of ‘imitation democracy,’ marked by ‘a 
huge disparity between formal constitutional principles and the reality 
of authoritarian rule’. How did this system take shape, how else might it 
have developed, and what are the prospects for re-envisioning it more 
democratically in the future?

Dmitri Furman’s first book, Religion and Social Conflicts in the USA, 
was published in the USSR in 1981. In later years he became a leading 
scholar of post-Soviet political development, and theorist of ‘imitation 
democracy’, publishing books on a number of former Soviet republics 
before his death in 2011.
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 • Author is a long-standing, 
highly acclaimed historian of 
Irish Unionism.

 • A radical history of the current 
crisis in Northern Ireland and 
its central position in the future 
of the United Kingdom.

PUBLISHED
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ISBN
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RIGHTS

November

Politics/History

240 pages

140 x 210mm

Paperback Original

978 1 83976 6 930

£12.99 / $29.95 / $39.95CAN

Verso

The Twilight of Unionism
Ulster and the Future of Northern 
Ireland

Geoffrey Bell

An analysis of the current crisis in Northern Ireland and its 
central position in the future of the Union 

The fissures that have split the United Kingdom in recent decades 
have run through Northern Ireland. Since the 1998 Good Friday 
Agreement, the fragile peace has been threatened by Brexit, divisions 
in British and Ulster unionism, and failures in power sharing. The 
very future of Northern Ireland is in question and the reunification of 
Ireland is a live possibility.

Geoffrey Bell offers an insightful analysis of Ulster Unionism from 
its origins to the present day. He delves into its fractious relationship 
with the British Tories. He covers the perceived potency of the 
Orange movement and its advocacy of Protestant exceptionalism. 
He assesses the influence of British politicians who helped to create 
Ulster Unionism and encouraged its physical resistance to Irish self-
determination. He examines the failures of recent leaders, including 
David Trimble, Ian Paisley, Arlene Foster, and Jeffrey Donaldson, to 
deliver security, stability, or reconciliation to Northern Ireland. 

Bell places all of this in the context both of Britain’s colonial legacy 
in Ireland and the failure of Northern Ireland Unionism to find a 
contemporary and persuasive voice. Consequently, the end of the 
Union looms.

Geoffrey Bell was born in Belfast and has written extensively about 
Ireland and British attitudes to the Troubles, past and recent, for 
print, television and exhibitions. These include Protestants of Ulster, 
and the documentary Pack Up the Troubles for Channel 4.
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 • Author is one of the world’s 
leading left thinkers on power 
and populism and is in huge 
international demand as a 
speaker.

 • Constructs an agenda for 
left movements out of the 
wreckage of recent defeats.

 • For readers of Andreas Malm, 
Anne Pettifor and David 
Wallace-Wells.

PUBLISHED
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November

Politics

112 pages

129 x 198mm

Hardback

978 1 83976 7 500

£10.99 / $19.95 / $25.95CAN

Verso

Towards a Green 
Democratic Revolution
Left Populism and the Power of Affects

Chantal Mouffe

How to rebuild left populism around a Green Democratic 
Revolution

In recent years, the promises of the populist moment have faltered, 
as seen in the defeats of Jeremy Corbyn, Bernie Sanders, Jean-Luc 
Mélenchon. The pandemic has elicited a strong need for protection, 
creating favourable terrain for authoritarian forms of politics. This 
represents a challenge for the left, whose rationalism and modernist 
idea of progress is rightly suspicious of such demands. How, therefore, 
can the left deal with the economic, social and ecological crisis that 
the pandemic has brought to the fore?

Chantal Mouffe argues that the left should not underestimate the 
importance of affects when developing a strategy for political change. 
In fact, after years of ‘post-politics’, we are witnessing a ‘return of the 
political’. And in response Mouffe proposes the creation of a broad 
coalition of movements under the banner of a Green Democratic 
Revolution. This entails the protection of society and its material 
conditions in a way that empowers people instead of making them 
retreat in a defensive nationalism or in a passive acceptance of 
technological solutions. It is protection for the many, not the few, 
providing social justice and fostering solidarity.

Towards a Green Democratic Revolution is a bold rallying cry for 
political organisation in the post-pandemic era.

Chantal Mouffe is the Professor of Political Theory at the Centre 
for the Study of Democracy at the University of Westminster. Her 
books include Gramsci and Marxist Theory, Hegemony and Socialist 
Strategy (with Ernesto Laclau), and the highly acclaimed For a Left 
Populism.

Praise for for For a Left Populism: 

“A major left thinker of the twenty-first century.” Paul Mason, Guardian

“An admirable attempt to get us thinking again about what a worthwhile 
politics might look like.” Gavin Jacobson, New Statesman

“Refreshingly bereft of the sputtering outrage and bafflement that 
characterizes the growing genre of liberal self-help books, Mouffe 
channels populism’s agonistic clarity.” Thea Riofrancos, N+1
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 • A Walk Through Paris has sold 
over 9,000 copies worldwide 
and The Invention of Paris has 
sold over 15,000 copies. 

 • Small vignettes into the 
everyday life and rich history 
of Paris.

 • National press review 
coverage.
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November

History

128 pages

129 x 198mm

Hardback

978 1 83976 4 660

£12.99 / $19.95 / $25.95CAN

La Fabrique

Paris in Turmoil
A City between Past and Future

Eric Hazan
Translated by David Fernbach

A kaleidoscopic look at Paris’s ever-changing forms and people

Since the disastrous Pompidou years, working-class Paris has been 
steadily nibbled away, either by destruction or more insidiously 
by a kind of internal colonisation. Take, for example, the L’Olive 
neighbourhood north of La Chapelle – a small outlying district 
that, twenty years ago, was populated by Arabs, blacks, and poor 
whites. The area was seen as pleasant, and due to low rents, many 
settled there. Then more followed, rents went up, buildings were 
renovated, bars opened, then an organic food shop popped up, a 
vegan restaurant... The subsequent rising rents drove the original 
inhabitants further out.

But new neighbourhoods are also emerging and developing. The 
Chinese quarter of Bas Belleville has been growing since the 1970s, to 
the point that more and more streets are now entirely populated by 
exclusively Chinese businesses. 

Paris is constantly changing as a living organism, both for better 
and for worse. This book is an incitement to open our eyes and lend 
an ear to the tumult of this incomparable capital. In thirty succinct 
vignettes, from bookshops to beggars, Art Nouveau to street sounds, 
Parisian writers to urban warts, Jacobins to Surrealists, Hazan offers 
a host of invaluable aperçus, illuminated by a matchless knowledge 
of his native city.

Eric Hazan has been a surgeon and political activist, as well as 
the founder of French publisher La Fabrique. His books include 
The Invention of Paris, A Walk Through Paris, and A History of the 
Barricade.

Praise for The Invention of Paris: 

“This is a wondrous book, either to be read at home with a decent map, 
or carried about sur place through areas no tourists bother with.”  
Adam Thorpe, The Guardian

“Hazan is all business. He trudges through Paris street by street, quoting 
what Balzac, Hugo, Baudelaire or Kafka said about a particular spot, 
pointing out where barricades were once erected and thieves gathered 
for drinks.” Donald Morrison, Financial Times

“Hazan wants to rescue individual moments from general forgetting 
and key sites from the bland homogenization of international city 
development.” Julian Barnes, London Review of Books
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 • For readers of Andreas 
Malm, David Harvey and Tithi 
Bhattacharya.
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November

Philosophy

352 pages

153 x 234mm

Paperback Original

978 1 83976 3 465

£19.99 / $29.95 / $39.95CAN

Verso

Mute Compulsion
A Marxist Theory of the Economic 
Power of Capital

Søren Mau

A new Marxist theory of the abstract and impersonal forms of 
power in capitalism

Despite insoluble contradictions, intense volatility and fierce 
resistance, the crisis-ridden capitalism of the twenty-first century 
persists. To understand capital’s paradoxical expansion and 
entrenchment amidst crisis and unrest, Mute Compulsion offers 
a novel theory of the historically unique forms of abstract and 
impersonal power set in motion by the subjection of social life to the 
profit imperative. 

Building on a critical reconstruction of Karl Marx’s unfinished critique 
of political economy and a wide range of contemporary Marxist 
theory, philosopher Søren Mau sets out to explain how the logic of 
capital tightens its stranglehold on the life of society by constantly 
remoulding the material conditions of social reproduction. While 
doing so, Mau intervenes in classical and contemporary debates 
about the value form, crisis theory, biopolitics, social reproduction, 
humanism, logistics, agriculture, metabolism, the body, competition, 
technology and relative surplus populations.

Søren Mau is a communist philosopher and postdoctoral researcher 
based in Copenhagen, Denmark. He is an editor of the journal 
Historical Materialism and a member of the board of the Danish 
Society for Marxist Studies.
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 • An intervention in the 
discourse on global sanitation 
and public health, more urgent 
than ever in post pandemic 
world.

 • For policy makers and readers 
of Mike Davis’s Planet of 
Slums, and Robert Neuwirth’s 
Shadow Cities.
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January

Politics

320 pages

153 x 234mm

Paperback Original

978 1 83976 0 549

£19.99 / $29.95 / $39.99CAN

Verso

Waste and the City
The Urbanisation of the Sanitation 
Crisis

Colin McFarlane

Why we need sanitation for all

In 2003, the UN-Habitat produced the ground-breaking report The 
Challenge of the Slums, which estimated that over one billion people 
lived in precarious and inadequate housing. Today that number 
stands at one in three of the world’s entire population. The report 
provoked a debate on how to respond to the crisis, which continues 
today. But the question of clean water, toilets and sanitation has 
become an increasingly important – and urgent – demand.

The book outlines the worldwide sanitation crisis and offers a vision 
for a renewed, equitable investment in sanitation that democratises 
and socialises the modern city. Adopting Lefebvre’s concept of ‘the 
right to the city’, it uses the notion of ‘citylife’ to reframe the discourse 
on sanitation from a narrowly defined policy discussion to a question 
of the democratic right to public life and health. In doing so, the 
book shows that sanitation is an urbanising force whose importance 
extends beyond hygiene to the very foundation of social life.

Colin McFarlane is a Professor of Geography at the University of 
Durham. His research focuses mainly on the global sanitation crisis 
in cities across the world. He’s written and co-authored three books 
on sanitation and urban life including Fragments of the City.

Praise for Fragments of the City:

“One of the most original urban scholars of his generation.” Filip De 
Boeck, University of Leuven

“A meticulously crafted and ambitious work that brings great insight 
to a field distorted by theoretical overreach. Colin McFarlane is a gifted 
writer and generative thinker.” Jane M. Jacobs, Professor of Urban 
Studies, Yale-NUS College, Singapore

“A richly evocative book that attends to the urgency of rampaging 
inequalities and relegations of people and places.” Suzanne Hall, LSE 
Urban Age
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 • For readers of David Harvey, 
John Boughton and Owen 
Hatherley.

 • A new perspective on iconic 
moments in the history of 
socialism such as the Paris 
Commune and ‘Red Vienna’.

 • A provocative transnational 
history that brings to life 
colorful local stories of the 
struggle to remake cities 
around the world.
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November

Politics/Architecture

896 pages + 49 b&w photos 
and 10 maps

153 x 234mm

Hardback

978 1 83976 7 777

£50.00 / $69.95 / $91.95CAN

Verso

Claiming the City
A Global History of Workers’ Fight for 
Municipal Socialism

Shelton Stromquist

What we can learn from a global history of municipal socialism

For more than a century, municipal socialism has fired the 
imaginations of workers fighting to make cities liveable and 
democratic. At every turn, propertied elites have challenged their 
right to govern.

Claiming the City offers the first global account of the origins of this 
new trans-local socialist politics. Explaining how and why cities 
after 1890 became crucibles for municipal socialism and drawing 
on the colourful stories of local activists and their social-democratic 
movements in cities as diverse as Broken Hill, Christchurch, Malmö, 
Bradford, Stuttgart, Vienna, and Hamilton, the book shows how this 
new urban politics arose.

Long governed by propertied elites, cities in the nineteenth century 
were transformed by mass migration and industrialisation that tore 
apart their physical and social fabric. Amid massive strikes and faced 
with epidemic disease, fouled streets, unsafe water, decrepit housing, 
and with little economic security and few public amenities, urban 
workers invented a local politics that promised to democratise cities. 
Municipal socialist ideas have continued to inspire activists in their 
fight for the right of cities to govern themselves.

Shelton Stromquist is a historian and a lifelong labor and civil rights 
activist.  He is author or editor of seven books, including Frontiers of 
Labor, Reinventing “The People”, and Labor’s Cold War. He is Emeritus 
Professor of History at the University of Iowa.
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 • Publishing in time for 
Valentine’s day 2023.

 • Author is an up-and-coming 
feminist scholar, building a 
media profile.

 • For readers of Sophie Lewis, 
Helen Hester, Juno Mac and 
Molly Smith.
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January

Politics/Feminism

224 pages

140 x 210mm

Hardback

978 1 83976 7 036

£14.99 / $24.95 / $33.95CAN

Verso

They Call It Love
The Politics of Emotional Life

Alva Gotby

The politics of love: the case for emotional reproduction

They Call It Love is an examination of the work we call “love”, who 
performs it, how it is organised, and how we might re-organise it. 
Through understanding love as emotional reproduction, Alva Gotby 
makes clear that our emotional lives are inherently political.

When we think about the small gestures of love, we think of all the 
little things that have made us feel supported and cared for, the things 
that show someone cares for you. Who was working to make you 
feel safe, loved, and supported? The work of caring for people is an 
essential but devalued aspect of capitalist societies. In this ground-
breaking book, Alva Gotby calls for a new understanding of ‘emotional 
reproduction’ – the work of soothing children and providing company 
for the elderly, comforting partners, family members, and friends, 
and maintaining intimate forms of sociality. The work commonly 
known as love.

Emotional reproduction is not something we usually think about or 
notice. It’s the everyday work that we do for our family members, 
friends, co-workers and others. Our society assumes that healthy 
adults can care for themselves and that only children and the 
mentally ill need emotional support. Emotional reproduction shows 
how we are all dependent on one another. Adults and children need 
emotional care – all of us do.

Alva Gotby holds a PhD in Media Studies from the University 
of West London and an MA in Philosophy and Contemporary 
Critical Theory from the Centre for Research in Modern European 
Philosophy, Kingston University. Her writing has been published in 
MAI: Feminism and Visual Culture, Blindfield: A Journal of Cultural 
Inquiry, and Feminist Review, as well as in outlets in Sweden, Norway 
and Denmark.
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 • A new history of the US west, 
expanded to include the role of 
the Arabian peninsula.

 • Author is a very well-respected 
geographer, quickly emerging 
as a star in her field, and an 
expert in the politics and 
culture of the Middle East.

 • For readers of Daniel 
Immerwahr and Greg Grandin.
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January

History

224 pages

140 x 210mm

Hardback

978 1 83976 3 694

£20.00 / $26.95 / $35.95CAN

Verso

Arid Empire
The Entangled Fates of Arizona and 
Arabia

Natalie Koch

A revelatory new history of the colonisation of the American 
West

The iconic deserts of the American Southwest could not have been 
colonised without relying on the “desert experts” from the Middle 
East. After seizing the Southwest from Native Americans and from 
Mexico, the US Army first tried to secure the region by importing 
camels and camel-drivers to set up the Army’s “camel corps,” soon 
followed by the new University of Arizona’s emergence as a global 
center of “arid lands expertise,” brought about by the exchange of 
farming and irrigation techniques with Oman and Saudi Arabia. To 
make Arizona’s deserts bloom was not an American project but a 
global one, drawing on the expertise, knowledge, and practises from 
the desert countries of the Arabian Peninsula.

As Natalie Koch demonstrates in this evocative, narrative history, the 
exchange of colonial technologies between the Arabian Peninsula and 
United States over the past two centuries – from date palm farming 
and desert agriculture to the utopian sci-fi dreams of Biosphere 2 and 
Frank Herbert’s Dune – bound the two regions together, solidifying 
the colonisation of the US West and, eventually, the reach of American 
power into the Middle East. Koch teaches us to see deserts anew, 
not as mythic sites of romance or empty wastelands but as an “arid 
empire,” a crucial political space where imperial dreams coalesce.

Natalie Koch is Associate Professor in the Department of Geography 
and the Environment at Syracuse University’s Maxwell School 
of Citizenship and Public Affairs. She is a political geographer 
specialising in the Gulf and Arabian Peninsula region, where she has 
worked since 2012.
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Governing the World 
Without Global Government
Roberto Mangabeira Unger

Humanity faces grave dangers that can be avoided only by 
international cooperation

The world does not need a world government to govern itself. We need to 
find an alternative. We need to build cooperation to avert war, catastrophic 
climate change, and other global public harms. We must do so, however, 
while sovereign states remain in command.

The opportunity for self-interested cooperation among nations is 
immense. Unger shows how different types of coalitions among states 
can seize this opportunity and avoid the greatest dangers that we face. 
Unger offers a transformative program: a realism with hope and a way to 
develop the international diversity that we want without the international 
anarchy that we fear. His ideas challenge the disillusionment and fatalism 
that threaten to overwhelm us.

Roberto Mangabeira Unger is the author of many books including The 
Knowledge Economy, False Necessity and What Should Legal Analysis 
Become?
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Literary Criticism

144 pages
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Paperback Original with Flaps

978 1 80429 0 347

£12.99 / UK and  
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University of Chicago Press
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Politics 

96 pages

111 x 178mm

Paperback Original with Flaps

978 1 83976 9 092

£9.99 / $16.95 / $22.95CAN

Verso

Keats’s Odes
A Lover’s Discourse

Anahid Nersessian

‘When I say this book is a love story, I mean it is about things that 
cannot be gotten over—like this world, and some of the people in it.’

In 1819, the poet John Keats wrote six poems that would become known 
as the Great Odes. Some of them – ‘Ode to a Nightingale,’ ‘To Autumn’ – 
are among the most celebrated poems in the English language. Anahid 
Nersessian here elucidates each of the odes and offers a meditative, 
personal essay in response to each, revealing why these poems still have 
so much to say to us, especially in a time of ongoing political crisis. Here 
Keats is an unflinching antagonist of modern life – of capitalism, of the 
British Empire, of the destruction of the planet – as well as a passionate 
idealist for whom every poem is a love poem.

Anahid Nersessian is Associate Professor of English at the University 
of California, Los Angeles. She is the author of Utopia, Limited, and the 
coeditor of the Thinking Literature series, published by The University 
of Chicago Press. She has written for the New York Review of Books, Los 
Angeles Review of Books, the Paris Review, and n+1.
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Marx’s Literary Style
Ludovico Silva
Introduction by Alberto Toscano 
Translated by Paco Brito Núñez

A careful study of Marx’s literary choices

In Marx’s Literary Style, the Venezuelan poet and philosopher 
Ludovico Silva argues that much of the confusion about Marx’s work 
results from a failure to understand his literary mode of expression. 
Through meticulous readings of key passages in Marx’s oeuvre, Silva 
isolates the key elements of his style: his search for an ‘architectonic’ 
unity at the level of the text, his capacity to express himself 
dialectically at the level of the sentence, and, above all, his great gift 
for metaphor. 

Originally published in 1971, this edition marks the first appearance 
of Silva’s work in English.

Ludovico Silva (1937–1988) was one of the most important 
Venezuelan intellectuals of the twentieth century. His books include 
La plusvalía ideológica (Ideological Surplus-Value) and Anti-manual 
para uso de marxistas, marxólogos y marxianos (Anti-Handbook for 
Marxists, Marxologists, and Marxians).
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Literary Criticism/Philosophy

144 pages

140 x 210mm

Paperback Original

978 1 83976 5 537

£14.99 / $22.95 / $29.95CAN

Héctor Silva
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• Over 300,000 copies sold in
France and winner of the 2017
Prix Renaudot.

• Major motion picture
adadptation in development.

• Novel is being translated into
twenty-five languages.

• Reviews across the national
press and broadcast coverage.
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August

Fiction

224 pages

153 x 234mm

Paperback Original with Flaps

978 1 78873 5 889

£11.99 / $19.95 / $25.95CAN

Éditions Grasset

The Disappearance of 
Josef Mengele
A Novel

Olivier Guez

An extraordinary novel of one of history’s most reviled figures

For three decades, until the day he collapsed in the Brazlian surf 
in 1979, Josef Mengele, the Angel of Death who performed horrific 
experiments on the prisoners of Auschwitz, floated through South 
America in linen suits, eluding Mossad agents, international police 
and the world’s journalists. In this rigorously researched factual novel 
– drawn almost entirely from historical documents – Olivier Guez
traces Mengele’s footsteps through these years of flight. This chilling 
novel situates the reader in a literary manhunt on the trail of one of
the most elusive and evil figures of the twentieth century.

Olivier Guez is the author of several books, including L’Impossible 
retour: A History of Jews in Germany since 1945, Praise of Dodging and 
The Revolutions of Jacques Koskas.  In 2016, he received the German 
Best Screenplay Award for the film Fritz Bauer, a German Hero.

“The book — almost all documented, bar some imagined dialogue 
and internal monologues — brings us as close to Mengele’s mind as 
is feasible. It illuminates the nadir of the European century, and also 
what Guez calls the ‘Nazi society’ of postwar Latin America. The book 
deserves to be read worldwide.” Simon Kuper, Financial Times

“Fully human, completely inhuman, this novelisation of Mengele allows 
the realisation of what seems to be the goal of the work of Olivier Guez 
across all fields: a confrontation with the concrete reality of absolute 
horror. History, through the novel, experiences itself, crystallizes in life; 
it radiates it with its black light, which one would like to keep away from 
oneself ... A novel of shocking intensity.”  
Florent Georgesco, Le Monde

“A fantastic new novel.” Frédéric Beigbader, Le Figaro



I remember her fiftieth birthday, I think,
because Thorleif came to that one, we stood

in the garden underneath the fruit trees.
Perhaps I’m making it up. But I remember
how I struggled to breathe, the knot in my

stomach I always had on such occasions when
the family showed its public face, the feeling

of having had a script thrust at me, the
expectation that I would play my part, the

loyal daughter of a lawyer, the wife of a
lawyer, the law student, I was ill at ease with

this role and the fact that the others, Thorleif,
Ruth and the other guests were faithful to the

script written by Mum and Dad, 
mostly Dad
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October

Fiction

304 pages

140 x 210mm

Hardback

978 1 83976 4 318

£14.99 / $26.95 / $35.95CAN

Cappelen Damm

 • Will and Testament has sold 
over 14,000 copies in English.

 • A thematic follow-up to Will 
and Testament.

 • Author’s previous English 
language novels have been 
nominated for the National 
Book Award, and won The 
Believer Book Award for fiction.

 • Author has been profiled in the 
Observer, New York Times, New 
York Review of Books and other 
publications.

 • Early bound proofs available.

 • Nominated for the Nordic 
Council Literary Prize.

Is Mother Dead
Vigdis Hjorth

A cat and mouse game of surveillance and psychological 
torment between mother and child, from the author of Will and 
Testament

‘To mother is to murder, or close enough’, thinks Johanna, as she looks 
at the spelling of the two words in Norwegian. She’s recently widowed 
and back in Oslo, after a long absence, preparing for a retrospective of 
her art. The subject of her work is motherhood and some of her more 
controversial paintings have brought about a rift between her and her 
family. This new proximity, after decades of acrimonious absence, 
sets both women on edge, and it is not long before Johanna finds her 
mother stalking her thoughts, and Johanna starts staking out her 
mother’s home. Hjorth is at her raw, reflective best in this literary 
exploration of the most primal and prickly relationship.

Vigdis Hjorth is the author of over a dozen prize-winning and best-
selling novels. Will and Testament sold 150,000 copies in Norway 
and has received several awards, including the Norwegian Critics 
Prize for Literature and the Norwegian Booksellers’ Prize, as well as 
being nominated for the National Book Award and Nordic Council 
Literature Prize. Long Live the Post Horn! won the Believer Book 
Award for fiction in 2020.

Praise for Will and Testament: 

“One of the year’s gems in translation.” Guardian, Best Fiction of 2019

“Readers pining for a dose of brooding Norwegian writing in the style 
of Karl Ove Knausgaard may be drawn to this account of a woman’s 
struggle.” Ángel Gurría-Quintana, Financial Times, Best books of 2019: 
Fiction in translation

“A meticulously paced account of a property dispute that bleeds 
poisonously back into the history of the narrator and the family 
members whose squabbling over a cabin comes to seem darkly absurd 
compared with the trauma she has suffered.” Megan Nolan, New 
Statesman, Books of the year 2019

Praise for Long Live the Post Horn!: 

“Gripping, inspiring, and politically revolutionary.” Alexandra Kleeman, 
Vanity Fair

“Luminous … can be read in a single sitting.” Chloë Ashby, Times 
Literary Supplement

“Full of gorgeous Scandi gloom and bleak truths about human 
relationships.” Daily Mail

I remember her fiftieth birthday, I think,
because Thorleif came to that one, we stood

in the garden underneath the fruit trees.
Perhaps I’m making it up. But I remember
how I struggled to breathe, the knot in my

stomach I always had on such occasions when
the family showed its public face, the feeling

of having had a script thrust at me, the
expectation that I would play my part, the

loyal daughter of a lawyer, the wife of a
lawyer, the law student, I was ill at ease with

this role and the fact that the others, Thorleif,
Ruth and the other guests were faithful to the

script written by Mum and Dad, 
mostly Dad
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 • Early bound proofs available. 

 • Reviews across the national 
press. 

 • For readers of Kathy Acker, 
Mary Gaitskill and Eve Babitz.

 • A most anticipated book of 
2022 in Vulture and AnOther 
Magazine.

 • National media coverage.
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September

Fiction

192 pages

129 x 198mm

Paperback Original with Flaps

978 1 83976 6 022

£14.99 / $19.95 / $25.95CAN

Verso

I Fear My Pain  
Interests You
A Novel

Stephanie LaCava

An absurdist novel about fame, corporality and an excess of 
observation from the author of The Superrationals

Margot’s on her way to Montana, with blood on her face and a jewelled 
cigarette case full of pills. She’s fresh from a bad break-up and fleeing 
the cold comforts of her famous family – legendary punk parents (long 
since parted in acrimony) and an overbearing matriarch and show 
business scion of a grandmother. For the first time in Margot’s life 
the eyes of the world are wholly elsewhere. But a graveyard encounter 
with a disgraced doctor and the discovery of a dozen old film reels 
leads to a troubling new subjecthood, as her congenital inability to 
feel pain puts her centre stage for one man’s desire and ambition.

This is a jarringly sensual book about the absurdities of bodies and 
the impossibilities of families, and a young woman’s unusual efforts 
to try to get along with both.

Stephanie LaCava is a writer based in New York City. Her work has 
appeared in Harper’s, Artforum, Texte zur Kunst, the New York Times, 
the New York Review of Books, Vogue, and Interview. Her debut novel, 
The Superrationals, was published by Semiotext(e) in 2020.
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PREVIOUS  
EDITION

October

History/Politics

352 pages

129 x 198mm

Paperback

978 1 83976 7 999

£10.99 / $19.95 / $25.95CAN

Verso

978 1 78873 7 678

NEW IN PAPERBACK

We’re Here Because  
You Were There
Immigration and the End of Empire

Ian Sanjay Patel

The plot to turn citizens into immigrants and Britain’s failure to 
create a post-imperial nation

What are the origins of the hostile environment against immigrants in 
the UK? Ian Patel tells a new history of Britain’s failure to create a post-
imperial nation. He shows how through a series of laws and the creation of 
institutions such as the Commonwealth, the state attempted to find a new 
role in the aftermath of empire. As a result, British identity was redefined 
along racial lines, and citizens became immigrants, with disastrous 
effects that resonate today.

Ian Sanjay Patel is a LSE Fellow in Human Rights. His writing has appeared 
in the New Statesman, the London Review of Books, and elsewhere.

“The best possible guide to an essential history.” Sathnam Sanghera, author 
of Empireland
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PREVIOUS  
EDITION

October

History/Politics

256 pages

140 x 210mm

Paperback

978 1 83976 7 906

£10.99 / $19.95 / $25.95CAN

Verso

978 1 85984 4 106

NEW EDITION

The Assassination  
of Lumumba
Ludo De Witte

A reissue for the twentieth anniversary of its publication, a classic 
investigation into the assassination of a key anti-colonial leader

Patrice Lumumba, first prime minister of the Republic of Congo and 
a pioneer of African unity, was murdered in 1961. Lumumba was at the 
centre of the country’s growing popular defiance of the colonial rule 
imposed by Belgium. In June 1960, independence was finally won, and 
his unscheduled speech at the official ceremonies in Kinshasa made him 
a hero to millions. Within months he became the victim of an insidious 
plot and was arrested, tortured and executed.

This book reveals the appalling mass of lies, hypocrisy and betrayals that 
have surrounded the assassination. Using an array of official sources 
and personal testimony, Ludo De Witte unravels a network of complicity 
ranging from the Belgian government to the CIA.

Ludo De Witte is a sociologist and a writer. He is author of Crisis in Kongo 
and has researched two documentaries on Lumumba.
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 • Hardback has sold over 6,500 
copies worldwide.

 • Hardback recieved national 
media coverage.
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PREVIOUS  
EDITION

September

Politics/History

416 pages

129 x 198mm

Paperback

978 1 78873 8 231

£9.99 / $19.95 / $25.95CAN

Verso

978 1 78873 8 224

NEW IN PAPERBACK

Everything, All the Time, 
Everywhere
How We Became Postmodern

Stuart Jeffries

A radical new history of a dangerous idea

We have become habituated to being consumers rather than citizens. 
Politicians treat us as consumers to whom they must deliver. Can we 
do anything else than suffer from buyer’s remorse? 

Post-modernity is the creative destruction that has shattered our 
present times into fragments. It dynamited modernism and stood 
for everything modernism rejected: fun, exuberance, irresponsibility. 
But beneath its glitzy surface, post-modernism has a dirty secret: it is 
the fig leaf for a rapacious new kind of capitalism. 

In his brilliant history of this dangerous idea, Stuart Jeffries tells a 
narrative that starts in the early 1970s and continues today. He tells 
this history through a riotous gallery that includes, among others: 
David Bowie * the Ipod * Fredric Jameson * the demolition of Pruit-
Igoe * Madonna * Post-Fordism * Jeff Koon’s Rabbit * Deleuze and 
Guattari * the Nixon Shock * The Bowery series * Judith Butler * Las 
Vegas * Margaret Thatcher * Grandmaster Flash * I Love Dick * the 
RAND Corporation * the Sex Pistols * Princess Diana * the  Musée  
D’Orsay * Grand Theft Auto* Perry Anderson * Netflix * 9/11

Stuart Jeffries is a journalist and author. He writes for the Guardian, 
Spectator, Financial Times and the London Review of Books. He has 
also written two books Mrs Slocombe’s Pussy and Grand Hotel Abyss.

“Splendidly readable ... Jeffries packs a remarkable knowledge of 
postmodern culture into these pages.” Terry Eagleton, Guardian

“A lively, sparky book.” Michael Rosen, BBC Front Row

“The book is not only instructive; it is a pleasurable read... brilliant and 
entertaining.” Lisa Downing, Financial Times

“Intriguing.” William Davies, New Statesman

“Jeffries is a rarity: a journalist with a serious interest in cultural theory 
… who writes about it in a way that is both scholarly and welcoming to 
non-theorists … entertaining and astute.” Joe Moran, Times Literary 
Supplement

“In holding a mirror to a familiar world, Everything looks to reveal 
hidden complexities … eminently readable, without eliding the 
difficulties that are so key to its intrigue.” The Arts Desk
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PREVIOUS  
EDITION

November

Politics

288 pages

129 x 198mm

Paperback

978 1 83976 0 068

£9.99 / $19.95 / $25.95CAN

Verso

978 1 83976 0 051

NEW IN PAPERBACK

A World Without Police
How Strong Communities Make Cops 
Obsolete

Geo Maher

If police are the problem, what’s the solution?

Compellingly argued and lyrically charged, A World Without Police offers 
concrete strategies for confronting and breaking police power, as a first step 
toward building community alternatives that make the police obsolete. 
Surveying the post-protest landscape in Minneapolis, Philadelphia, 
Chicago, and Oakland, as well as the people who have experimented with 
policing alternatives at a mass scale in Latin America, Maher details the 
institutions we can count on to deliver security without the disorganising 
interventions of cops: neighbourhood response networks, community-
based restorative justice practises, democratically organised self-defence 
projects, and well-resourced social services.

Geo Maher is also the author of We Created Chavez, Decolonizing 
Dialectics, Building the Commune, and Spirals of Revolt.

PUBLISHED 

CATEGORY

EXTENT

SIZES

FORMAT

ISBN

PRICES

RIGHTS

PREVIOUS  
EDITION

October

History/Politics

208 pages

140 x 210mm

Paperback

978 1 83976 8 309

£12.99 / $19.95 / $25.95CAN

Verso

978 1 84467 1 458

NEW EDITION

The Wages of Whiteness
Race and the Making of the American 
Working Class

David R. Roediger

The classic history of how the identity of “white worker” came to 
be, and the awful results

An enduring history of how race and class came together to mark the 
course of US history. Roediger shows how the identity of “white” came 
to allow many Northern workers to see themselves as having something 
in common with their bosses. Projecting onto enslaved people and free 
Blacks the preindustrial closeness to pleasure that regimented labor 
denied them, “white workers” consumed blackface popular culture, 
reshaped languages of class, and embraced racist practises on and off the 
job. 

David R. Roediger is widely credited as a founder of Critical Whiteness 
Studies. He is a historian and interdisciplinary scholar of race and labor in 
the US. His major books include Wages of Whiteness, Seizing Freedom, and 
How Race Survived US History.



45

 • For readers of Soshana Zuboff, 
Paul Mason, and Nick Srnicek.

 • An intervention into ongoing 
debates on the future of 
capitalism, and the nature of 
digital platforms.

 • Hardback has sold over 3,000 
copies worldwide.

PUBLISHED

CATEGORY

EXTENT

SIZES

FORMAT

ISBN

PRICES

RIGHTS

PREVIOUS  
EDITION

November

Politics

176 pages

129 x 198mm

Paperback

978 1 83976 0 440

£9.99 / $16.95 / $22.95CAN

Verso

978 1 83976 0 433

NEW IN PAPERBACK

Work Without the Worker
Labour in the Age of Platform 
Capitalism

Phil Jones

The brutal truth behind automation

What happens to work when it makes itself obsolete? We are told the 
future of work will be automated. Algorithms, processing massive 
amounts of information at startling speed, will lead us to a new world 
of effortless labour and a post-work utopia of ever-expanding leisure. 
But behind the gleaming surface stands millions of workers, often in 
the Global South, manually processing data for a pittance. 

Recent years have seen a boom in online crowd-working platforms like 
Amazon’s Mechanical Turk and Clickworker, and these have become 
an increasingly important source of work for millions of people. Their 
badly paid tasks, not algorithms, make our digital lives possible. Used 
to process data for everything from the mechanics of self-driving cars 
to Google image search, this is an increasingly powerful part of the 
new digital economy, although one hidden and rarely spoken of.

In this stimulating work, Phil Jones looks at what this often murky 
form of labour looks like, and what it says about the state of global 
capitalism.

Phil Jones is a researcher for the think tank Autonomy. He regularly 
writes for publications such as the London Review of Books, the 
Guardian, the New Statesman and Novara Media.
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PUBLISHED 

CATEGORY

EXTENT

SIZES

FORMAT

ISBN

PRICES

RIGHTS

January

Philosophy

496 pages

153 x 234mm

Paperback

978 1 83976 7 807

£29.99 / $45.00 / $60.00CAN

Verso

Collected Works, Volume 4
V. I. Lenin

Re-launch of the Collected Works of the legendary revolutionary in 
paperback

Among the most influential political and social forces of the twentieth 
century, modern communism rests firmly on philosophical, political, 
and economic underpinnings developed by Vladimir Ilyich Ulyanov, 
later known as Lenin. For anyone who seeks to understand capitalism, 
the Russian Revolution, and the role of communism in the tumultuous 
political and social movements that have shaped the modern world, the 
works of Lenin offer unparalleled insight and understanding.

Vladimir Ilyich Ulyanov (1870–1924), better known as Lenin, was a 
Russian communist revolutionary, politician, and political theorist. He 
played a leading role in the Bolshevik revolution of October 1917.

PUBLISHED 

CATEGORY
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SIZES

FORMAT

ISBN

PRICES

RIGHTS

PREVIOUS  
EDITION

November

Philosophy

576 pages

153 x 234mm

Paperback

978 1 78663 5 341

£29.99 / $39.95 / $53.95CAN

Verso

978 1 78663 5 334

NEW IN PAPERBACK

The Complete Works of 
Rosa Luxemburg Volume III
Political Writings 1. On Revolution: 
1897–1905

Rosa Luxemburg
Edited by Peter Hudis

Luxemburg on the 1905 Revolution

This collection is the first of three volumes of the Complete Works devoted 
to the central theme of Rosa Luxemburg’s life and work – revolution. 
Spanning the years 1897 to the end of 1905, they contain speeches, 
articles, and essays on the strikes, protests, and political debates that 
culminated in the 1905 Russian Revolution – one of the most important 
social upheavals of modern times.

Rosa Luxemburg (1871–1919) was a Polish-born Jewish revolutionary. An 
activist in Germany and Poland, the author of numerous classic works, 
she participated in the founding of the German Communist Party and the 
Spartacist insurrection in Berlin in 1919. 
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NEW IN PAPERBACK

Culture Strike
Art and Museums in an Age of Protest

Laura Raicovich

Why museums are at the center of a political storm and how they 
can be reimagined

In an age of protest, cultural institutions are under fire. Protestors 
have mobilised against sources of museum funding, against board 
appointments, and have demonstrated against exhibitions and artworks. 
As protests have roiled institutions across the world, a popular expectation 
has grown that galleries and museums should work for social change.

In this lucid and accessible book, Raicovich examines some of the key 
museum flashpoints and provides historical context for the current 
controversies. She shows how art museums arose as colonial institutions 
bearing an ideology of neutrality that masks their role in upholding 
conservative, capitalist values. And she suggests ways museums can be 
reinvented to serve better, public ends.

Laura Raicovich was President and Executive Director of the Queens 
Museum. She is the author of At the Lightning Field and A Diary of 
Mysterious Difficulties.
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ISBN

PRICES

RIGHTS

PREVIOUS  
EDITION

November

Politics

288 pages

129 x 198mm

Paperback

978 1 83976 3 687

£10.99 / $16.95 / $25.95CAN

ICM

978 1 83976 3 656

PUBLISHED 

CATEGORY

EXTENT

SIZES

FORMAT

ISBN

PRICES

RIGHTS

PREVIOUS  
EDITION

November

Politics

208 pages

129 x 198mm

Paperback

978 1 83976 7 838

£9.99 / $19.95 / $25.95CAN

Verso

978 1 83976 0 501

NEW IN PAPERBACK

The Spoils of War
Power, Profit and the American  
War Machine

Andrew Cockburn

A searing analysis of the profit-seeking “Financial-Military 
Complex”

Fully updated from the original edition. As the retreat from Kabul shows, 
America goes to war not to bring democracy, or glory, but in the pursuit 
of profit. In The Spoils of War, leading Washington reporter, Andrew 
Cockburn, reveals the extent of the rot that stretches from the Pentagon 
and the White House to Wall St and Silicon Valley.

Based on years of wide-ranging research, Cockburn lays bare the ugly 
reality of the largest military machine in history: squalid and dangerous.

Andrew Cockburn is the Washington Editor of Harper’s Magazine and 
the author of many articles and books, including the New York Times 
Editor’s Choice Rumsfeld and Kill Chain. He is a regular contributor to 
the Los Angeles Times and has written for the New York Times, National 
Geographic and the London Review of Books.
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PUBLISHED 

CATEGORY

EXTENT

SIZES

FORMAT

ISBN

PRICES

RIGHTS

PREVIOUS  
EDITION

January

History

640 pages

153 x 234mm

Paperback

978 1 83976 7 883

£19.99 / $29.95 / $39.95CAN

Verso

978 1 84467 0 826

NEW IN PAPERBACK 

Napoleon’s Cursed War
Popular Resistance in the Spanish 
Peninsular War, 1808–1814

Ronald Fraser
Introduction by Tariq Ali

A magisterial history of “Napoleon’s Vietnam”

In this definitive account of Napoleon’s six-year war against Spain, Ronald 
Fraser examines what led to the emperor’s devastating defeat against the 
popular opposition – the guerrillas – and their British and Portuguese 
allies. He brings to life the anonymous masses – artisans, peasants and 
women – and the social upheaval that accompanied the fighting.

Ronald Fraser (1930–2012) is the author of, among other works, Blood of 
Spain, a celebrated oral history of the Spanish Civil War.

“Fraser has re-created a world, barely glimpsed by previous historians ... An 
excellent work.” El País
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ISBN

PRICES

RIGHTS

PREVIOUS  
EDITION

January

Politics

320 pages

140 x 210mm

Paperback

978 1 83976 7 937

£16.99 / $26.95 / $35.95CAN

Verso

978 1 78168 7 864

NEW EDITION 

The Autonomous City
A History of Urban Squatting

Alexander Vasudevan

Updated new edition: A radical history of squatting

The first popular history of squatting, Alex Vasudevan retraces the 
struggle for housing in Amsterdam, Berlin, Copenhagen, Detroit, 
Hamburg, London, Madrid, Milan, New York, and Vancouver. He looks 
at the organisation of alternative forms of housing – from Copenhagen’s 
Freetown Christiana to the squats of the Lower East Side, the recent 
criminalisation and brutal eviction of squatters and their widespread 
vilification. 

Alexander Vasudevan is Associate Professor of Cultural and 
Historical Geography at the University of Nottingham. He is the author 
of Metropolitan Preoccupations. His work has been published in 
several prestigious journals and he has also written for the Guardian, 
openDemoracy and New Left Project.
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 • Fully updated edition of highly 
acclaimed critique of social 
practise.

 • Essential reading for all 
students of contemporary art, 
politics and practise.

 • For readers of Hito Steyerl, 
Ariella Azoulay and Jacques 
Rancière.

 • Book won the Frank Jewett 
Mather Prize for art criticism 
and the ASAP book prize.

 • Previous edition has sold over 
20,000 copies.

PUBLISHED
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FORMAT

ISBN

PRICES

RIGHTS

PREVIOUS  
EDITION

January

Art

400 pages

140 x 210mm

Paperback

978 1 83976 7 753

£10.99 / $24.95 / $33.95CAN

Verso

978 1 84467 6 903

NEW EDITION

Artificial Hells
Participatory Art and the Politics  
of Spectatorship

Claire Bishop

Renowned art theorist on the development of participatory art

In this fully updated edition, Claire Bishop follows the trajectory of 
twentieth-century art and examines key moments in the development 
of a participatory aesthetic. This itinerary takes in Futurism and 
Dada; the Situationist International; Happenings in Eastern Europe, 
Argentina and Paris; the 1970s Community Arts Movement; and the 
Artists Placement Group. It concludes with a discussion of long-
term educational projects by contemporary artists such as Thomas 
Hirschhorn, Tania Bruguera, Pawel Althamer and Paul Chan.

Bishop challenges the political and aesthetic ambitions of 
participatory art practise. She not only scrutinises the emancipatory 
claims, but also provides an alternative to the ethical (rather than 
artistic) criteria invited by such artworks. In response Artificial Hells 
calls for a less prescriptive approach to art and politics, and for more 
compelling, troubling, and bolder forms of participatory art and 
criticism.

Claire Bishop is a British art historian, critic, and Professor of Art 
History at The Graduate Center, CUNY, New York. Her books have 
been translated into over eighteen languages and she is a frequent 
contributor to art journals including Artforum and October. She is 
also the author of Radical Museology, or, What’s ‘Contemporary’ in 
Museums of Contemporary Art.

“Claire Bishop has articulated an important historical overview of the 
global emergence of participatory art... Her controversial and thought-
provoking conclusions courageously trouble our assumptions about the 
effectiveness of political artworks.” Frank Jewett Mather Award, 2013

“Bishop’s arguments are convincingly supported and potentially very 
contentious … A critically challenging work of vital scholarship.” 
Publishers Weekly

“Combines vast historical knowledge with a precise analysis of 
individual artistic practices. So much so that at the end of her new book 
we have begun to fall in love with hell – under the condition that it 
remains artificial.” Boris Groys, author of The Philosophy of Care
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 • Timely reissue of the classic 
account of the decline of the 
post war US working class.

 • Author is one of the leading 
thinkers on cities, urban 
planning and culture, hugely in 
demand around the world.

 • Author is currently the UN’s 
senior advisor on climate 
change and cities.

PUBLISHED
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ISBN

PRICES

RIGHTS

PREVIOUS  
EDITION

January

Politics

288 pages

129 x 198mm

Paperback

978 1 83976 7 951

£14.99 / $24.95 / $33.95CAN

Verso

978 0 39331 0 856

NEW EDITION

The Hidden Injuries  
of Class
Richard Sennett and Jonathan Cobb

How to find dignity and a meaningful life in the modern city

In this reissue of the 1972 classic of social anatomy, Richard Sennett 
adds a new introduction to show how the injuries of class persist in 
the twenty-first century. 

In this intrepid, ground-breaking book, Richard Sennett and Jonathan 
Cobb uncover and define a new form of class conflict in America. An 
internal conflict in the heart and mind of the blue-collar worker who 
measures his own value against those lives and occupations to which 
our society gives a special premium. The authors conclude that in the 
games of hierarchical respect, no class can emerge the victor; and that 
true egalitarianism can be achieved only by rediscovering diverse 
concepts of human dignity. Examining personal feelings in terms 
of a totality of human relations, and looking beyond the struggle for 
economic survival, The Hidden Injuries of Class takes an important 
step forward in the sociological critique of everyday life.

Richard Sennett’s first book was The Uses of Disorder in 1970. His 
other books include The Fall of Public Man, Flesh and Stone and 
Respect, as well as the recent Homo Faber trilogy: The Craftsman; 
Together; Building and Dwelling. He serves as Senior Advisor to the 
United Nations on its Program on Climate Change and Cities. He is 
Senior Fellow at the Center on Capitalism and Society at Columbia 
University and Visiting Professor of Urban Studies at MIT. Among 
other awards, he has received the Hegel Prize, the Spinoza Prize, an 
honorary doctorate from Cambridge University, and the Centennial 
Medal from Harvard University

Jonathan Cobb was a former associate of the Center for the Study of 
Public Policy, Cambridge, Massachusetts.

“An excellent example of social-science work in which the authors do 
not pretend impartiality but state their values and allow their readers to 
learn from their findings and argue with their conclusions.” New Yorker

“The book is an exercise in secular prophecy, frequently involuted, 
sometimes contradictory, and often brilliant.” New York Times

“This stands out both for its compassion and its willingness to venture 
into subjective psychic realities painfully difficult to articulate and 
impossible to quantify.” Kirkus Review
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NEW EDITION 

Ruling the Void
The Hollowing of Western Democracy

Peter Mair
Introduction by Chris Bickerton

New edition of a contemporary classic on party democracy

First published in 2013, Ruling the Void presciently observed that the 
widening gap between citizens and their political leaders posed a crisis of 
legitimacy for the governing class, and was fuelling populist mobilisations 
against it. 

Peter Mair (1951–2011) was one of the leading political scientists of his 
generation. His books include Party System Change and, with Stefano 
Bartolini, Identity, Competition and Electoral Availability.

“So original, perfectly crafted, accurate and true that you can’t get it out of 
your head.” Peter Oborne, Telegraph
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ISBN
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RIGHTS

PREVIOUS  
EDITION

January

Biorgraphy/History

112 pages

129 x 198mm

Paperback

978 1 78478 2 009

£8.99 / $16.95 / $24.95CAN

Flammarion

978 1 78168 6 140

PUBLISHED 

CATEGORY

EXTENT

SIZES

FORMAT

ISBN
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RIGHTS

PREVIOUS  
EDITION

January

Politics

208 pages

140 x 210mm

Paperback

978 1 83976 7 890

£10.99 / $19.95 / $25.95CAN

Verso

978 1 84467 3 247

NEW IN PAPERBACK

How I Stopped Being  
a Jew
Shlomo Sand

An autobiographical essay on Jewish identity from the acclaimed 
author of The Invention of the Jewish People

Shlomo Sand was born in 1946, in a displaced person’s camp in Austria,  
to Jewish parents; the family later migrated to Palestine. As a young  
man, Sand came to question his Jewish identity, even that of a “secular  
Jew.” With this meditative and thoughtful mixture of essay and personal  
recollection, he articulates the problems at the center of modern Jewish  
identity.

Shlomo Sand teaches contemporary history at the University of Tel Aviv. 
His books include The Invention of the Jewish People and On the Nation 
and the Jewish People.
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Chavs
The Demonization of  
the Working Class

Owen Jones
978 1 83976 0 921 • 336 pages
£9.99 / $19.95 / $25.95CAN

Terminal Boredom
Stories

Izumi Suzuki
978 1 78873 9 887 • 224 pages
£10.99 / $19.95 / $25.95CAN

Red Rosa
A Graphic Biography of  
Rosa Luxemburg

Paul Buhle
978 1 78478 0 999 • 224 pages
£11.99 / $18.95 / $24.95CAN

Revolting 
Prostitutes
The Fight for Sex Workers’ 
Rights

Molly Smith and Juno Mac
978 1 78663 3 613 • 288 pages
£9.99 / $17.95 / $23.95CAN

A Philosophy  
of Walking
Frederic Gros
978 1 78168 8 373 • 240 pages
£9.99 / $16.95 / $19.95CAN

Fully Automated 
Luxury Communism
A Manifesto

Aaron Bastani
978 1 78663 2 630 • 288 pages
£9.99 / $19.95 / $25.95CAN

Tomorrow Sex Will 
Be Good Again
Women and Desire in the  
Age of Consent

Katherine Angel
978 1 78873 9 207 • 160 pages
£8.99 / $16.95 / $22.95CAN

Imagined 
Communities
Reflections on the Origin  
and Spread of Nationalism

Benedict Anderson
978 1 78478 6 755 • 256 pages
£12.99 / $19.95 / $25.95CAN

How to Blow Up  
a Pipeline
Learning to Fight in a World  
on Fire

Andreas Malm
978 1 83976 0 259 • 208 pages
£10.99 / $19.95 / $25.95CAN

How Europe 
Underdeveloped 
Africa
Walter Rodney
978 1 78873 1 188 • 432 pages
£19.99 / $26.95 / $35.99CAN

Bestsellers
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