
Autumn 2017



The imprint of New Left Books

United Kingdom
Verso Books
6 Meard Street
London
W1F 0EG
Tel + 44 (0) 20 7437 3546
Fax + 44 (0) 20 7734 0059
enquiries@verso.co.uk

USA
Verso Books
20 Jay Street, Suite 1010
Brooklyn, NY 11201
Tel + 1 (718) 246 8160
Fax + 1 (718) 246 8165
verso@versobooks.com

www.versobooks.com

Trade Orders
USA and Canada
Penguin Random House LLC
Distribution Center
400 Hahn Road
Westminster
MD 21157
Tel + 1 800 733 3000 
Fax + 1 800 659 2436
www.randomhouse.biz

UK and Rest of World
Marston Book Services
Unit 160
Milton Park
Abingdon
Oxon OX14 4SD
Tel + 44 (0) 1235 465500
Fax + 44 (0) 1235 465555

Australia and New Zealand
Bloomsbury Publishing PTY Ltd.
Level 4
387 George St
Sydney 2000 NSW
Australia
Tel +61 2 8820 4900
au@bloomsbury.com

Individual Orders
All books published by Verso are 
available from good booksellers 
worldwide. Your local bookseller 
can supply Verso books from 
stock or can obtain them for you. 
Alternatively you can order from 
our website www.versobooks.com

Desk Copies
Desk copies of certain titles are 
available to lecturers who wish 
to consider books as course texts.  
A maximum of three titles may be 
requested and retained for 28 days’ 
inspection. All books not returned, 
or adopted, will be charged for.

Lecturers who wish to order desk 
copies should indicate the title  
they require, their educational 
institution, the course title and 
estimated enrollment to:

North America
verso@versobooks.com

UK and ROW
enquiries@verso.co.uk

Publicity Enquiries
In North America please email 
verso@versobooks.com

In UK and ROW please email 
jennifer@verso.co.uk

Please note that all prices and 
publication dates in this catalogue are 
subject to revision without notice.

 
C ATA L O G U E :  WWW.PAULSMITHDESIGN.COM



Autumn 2017 Highlights

Page 5Page 3 Page 15

Page 29 Page 31 Page 35

Page 41 Page 69Page 59





3

CATEGORY

EXTENT

SIZES

FORMAT

PRICES

ISBN

RIGHTS

 • Hilarious and moving memoir by 
Children’s Laureate and national 
treasure.

 • Author is one of the most cherished 
children’s authors and political 
commentators in the UK.

 • Has over 93,000 Twitter followers. 
Has sold over 500,000 copies of 
his various books, including We’re 
Going on a Bear Hunt.

Autobiography

256 pages / 20 integrated B/W

210 x 140mm

Hardback

£16.99 / $26.95 / $35.99CAN

978 1 78663 396 5

United Agents

So They Call You Pisher!
A Memoir
Michael Rosen
“If you didn’t know whether to risk doing something, what’s the worst 
that could happen? ‘So they call you pisher!’” 

In this humorous and moving memoir, Michael Rosen recalls the 
first twenty-three years of his life. Born in the North London suburbs, 
his parents, Harold and Connie, both teachers, first met as teenage 
Communists in the 1930s Jewish East End. The family home was 
filled with stories of relatives in London, the United States and France 
and of those who had disappeared in Europe.

Unlike the children around them, Rosen and his brother Brian grew 
up dreaming of a socialist revolution; Party meetings were held in 
the front room, summers were for communist camping holidays, till 
it all changed after a trip to East Germany, when in 1957 his parents 
decided to leave “the Party.” Michael followed his own journey of 
radical self-discovery: running away to the Aldermaston March to 
ban the bomb, writing and performing in experimental political 
theatre, getting arrested during the 1968 movements.

Michael Rosen is the author of over 140 books of poetry, stories 
and politics. He was the Children’s Laureate between 2007–9 and 
is currently the professor of Children’s Literature at Goldsmiths 
University. He has won numerous international awards for his work 
in literature. He presents Word of Mouth on BBC Radio 4.

“In his writing, he puts on no airs; his literary background (English degree 
from Wadham, Oxford) has not held him up — or back. Sometimes his 
writing is so simple, you wonder at it: how did he resist the temptation to 
dress it up? He knows — in his work at least — when to stop.” Kate Kellaway, 
Observer

“The lovely thing about Rosen’s writing is that it is rooted in the reality of 
his own post-war childhood - you can smell the matzo bray his father makes 
as a treat when his mother is out, hear the wheels squeak on his go-kart, 
sense the thrill of him and his 10-year-old friend Mart on holiday climbing 
the Sugar Loaf mountain and crossing from Wales into England with their 
trousers down.” Guardian

“Throughout his career, Rosen has inspired children and adults to fall in love 
with reading.” Independent

The brilliant family memoir of the much-beloved poet  
and political campaigner

SEPTEMBER 
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Stationery

128 pages

210 x 130mm

Hardback

£12.99 / $19.95 / $25.95CAN

978 1 78663 394 1

Verso

978 1 78478 685 4

 • A beautifully designed diary and 
date book for keeping track of all 
your events and notes.

 • Short and accessible “this day in 
history” notes of important events 
in radical history.

 • Object-appeal is similar to the 
“Moleskine” notebook design.

 • The 2017 diary was a huge success 
and sold out within one month!

2018 Verso Radical Diary 
and Weekly Planner
Verso
The 2018 Verso Radical Diary and Weekly Planner is a beautifully 
designed week-to-view diary and planner where you can keep track 
of your coming year. Alongside illustrations, it features significant 
dates in radical history, drawn from events such as the English Civil 
War and Castro’s victory march in Havana, and touches on the lives 
of characters such as Rosa Luxemburg and Gil Scott Heron, and 
includes movements such as #blacklivesmatter and the Suffragettes.

Verso Books is the largest independent radical publishing house 
in the English-speaking world has been publishing key books of 
international history and politics for the Left for almost fifty years.

With historical material by Andrew Hsiao and Audrea Lim.

The best-selling radical diary is back!
SEPTEMBER
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 • Author has won the Kafka and 
Robert Walser prizes.

 • Reviews in national press.

 • For readers of Thomas Bernhard, W. 
G. Sebald and James Joyce.

 • Already well received in the US 
press with reviews in New York 
Times and elsewhere.

 • The first book to be translated into 
English from this acclaimed Austrian 
literary novelist.

Fiction

144 pages

198 x 129mm

Paperback Original

£9.99 

978 1 78663 296 8

Suhrkamp

The Weight of Things
Marianne Fritz
Translated by Adrian Nathan West

The Weight of Things is the first book by Austrian writer Marianne Fritz 
(1948–2007), and the first to be translated into English. After winning 
acclaim with this novel—awarded the Robert Walser Prize in 1978—
she embarked on a brilliant and ambitious literary project called 
“The Fortress,” which earned her cult status, comparisons to James 
Joyce, and admirers including Elfriede Jelinek and W. G. Sebald. 
Yet in this, her first novel, we discover not an eccentric fluke of  a 
literary nature but rather the work of a brilliant and masterful satirist, 
philosophically minded yet raging with anger and wit, who under the 
guise of a domestic horror story manages to expose the hypocrisy 
and deep abiding cruelties running parallel, over time, through the 
society and the individual minds of a century.

Marianne Fritz (1948–2007) was an Austrian novelist. She is known 
for an ambitious cycle of novels with the overarching title “The 
Fortress,” comprising The Child of Violence and the Stars of the 
Romani, Whose Language You Don’t Understand, and the gargantuan 
Naturally, which she was preparing at the time of her death.

“Written in a brisk tone that disguises its destination, this slow-burning 
horror story steps quietly and methodically into a heart of familial darkness 
... The war haunts this novel, adding to the weight of everyday things and 
everyday evils that Fritz so ingeniously dissects.” New York Times

“Fritz won the Kafka Prize in 2001 and her work, like his, is both deeply 
upsetting and profound. Her translator writes in his ‘Afterword’ that ‘there is 
a class of artists whose work is so strange and extraordinary that it eschews 
all gradations of the good and the mediocre: genius and madness are the 
only descriptors adequate to its scale,’ and he situates Fritz quite forcefully in 
this class. He seems to be correct.” Chicago Tribune

“Fritz’s poetic auscultation of this weight, this madness, is absolutely 
astounding, both in its scope and its subtlety. It is difficult to summarize her 
methods, as they are woven so seamlessly into the narrative ... She describes 
a palpable environment of disorientation and loss, set against a tapestry 
of gray skies, war-ruined structures, and dark woods into which people 
disappear.” Entropy

A slow-burning domestic nightmare, tinged with the 
traumas of war

SEPTEMBER 



An extract from The Weight of Things by Marianne Fritz

A MAN, A WORD, AND THEN YOU’RE LOST

Ward 66 was equipped with a cage. This cage divided 
the left-hand row of beds visible from the door into 
two sections.

Before Berta Schrei lost her voice, she often used 
to say, “A man, a word, and then you’re lost. But 
still, Little Mother, if I may be allowed to speak,” 
and she would reach out with her twitching crone-
hands toward the cage bordering her bed, looking 
at the old woman with bulging eyes—eyes in which 
fear, indeed raw dread, was flickering—and would 
speak further only when the old woman granted her 
permission with a nod.

“Don’t I have pretty wallpaper? Little Mother, I know. 
I know. A man, a word, and then you’re lost. I know I 
shouldn’t speak. But, I mean. If I might be permitted 
to make such a remark, does the Little Mother agree?”

Each time, the old woman would nod graciously.

“Yes. Yes. Pretty wallpaper,” Berta would say, staring 
enraptured at the bars of the cage around her. At that, 
the old woman would praise Berta’s observance, and 
express her pleasure that Berta was beginning to 
gain control of the dreadful specter of her morbid 
imagination. And this was yet one more reason for 
the Little Mother to give Berta her blessing, and so 
she did give her blessing to her dear Berta.

Basking in the glow of this blessing, Berta would 
murmur to herself at short intervals the lesson she 
had drawn from life: “A man, a word, and then you’re 
lost.”

WILHELMINE, THE MODEL BOOKKEEPER

It was in one such moment, as a-man-a-word-
and-then-you’re-lost Berta was striving to conjure 
up some more beautiful truth for her cage, that 
Wilhelm and Wilhelmine, entering the courtyard of 
the fortress where she was held, crossed paths with 
a distinguished man of around fifty with a half-bald 
head, hamster cheeks, and little pig’s eyes.

Wilhelm, the chauffeur, removed his hat with the 
utmost reverence, and blood rose into his cheeks.

Confounded, Wilhelmine cried, “What are you . . . ?” 
She couldn’t resist gawking a bit at the little half-bald 
orb approaching.

“This is the Distinguished Dr. Primarius Gottfried 
Trimm,” Wilhelm whispered, looking imploringly, 
if not quite with outright horror, at his wife, who in 
general had little understanding of social hierarchies.

“Aha,” Wilhelmine said, adding: “He’s a bit of a porker.”

“Wilhelmine!”

“Or does he have a glandular condition?”

Wilhelm squeezed his eyes shut, opened them, 
and stared at Wilhelmine, feeling a prisoner to his 
destiny.

“Wilhelmine,” he said, and then, as if not even he 
believed that his words would have any effect: “He is 
a highly distinguished man.”

“And what’s that to me?” Wilhelmine hissed.

They stood perplexed in the courtyard of the fortress, 
with Wilhelmine pointing first to its northern wing 
and then to its eastern one.

“Berta is either there or there. She has to be 
around here somewhere. Wait! I’ll ask the good Dr. 
Primarius.” And Wilhelmine turned in the direction 
of the parking lot. Suddenly, Wilhelm became a man; 
his doubting and brooding compulsion vanished 
entirely; he grasped Wilhelmine by the arm and said, 
“That is out of the question. That I will not accept.”

So much resolve puzzled Wilhelmine and gave her 
pause.

“Don’t drag me around like that.”

“Leave him in peace. He doesn’t like to be spoken 
to while he’s thinking. And he’s almost always 
thinking.”



“So he’s a busy sort, then?”

“He visits the countess even more than her own 
daughter does. And listen up, Queen Penny-Pincher 
. . . Even when he’s busy all month long making 
his rounds among the rich and famous, he still 
meets one-on-one with his brother-in-law, and his 
brother-in-law is my estimable employer, whose tips 
are as bountiful as my salary is meager. And that’s 
one plus you’re in danger of minusing, dear Queen 
Penny-Pincher!”

“Fine. Fine,” Wilhelmine said morosely, and: “Don’t 
make a speech about it! How am I supposed to know 
what goes on in some bigshot’s head!”

Wilhelmine had a guilty conscience.

And, having just had her distinction as Queen 
Penny-Pincher called into question, she changed the 
subject: “We need a plan, Wilhelm! We can’t just both 
barge in there. You have to break the news about us 
to Berta as considerately as possible. Berta could 
be capable of anything, we don’t know what state 
she’s in. Give me a sign as soon as you’ve cleared 
everything up.”

But then: Wilhelmine was filled with anxiety. What 
if Wilhelm couldn’t find the right words and his 
ineptitude made Berta more distraught? What if Berta 
was already so far gone that she would no longer even 
understand what Wilhelm said to her? Indeed, it was 
a thoroughly heroic decision, her letting Wilhelm go 
in there alone, and hopefully Wilhelm would know 
how to appreciate the gravity of the responsibility 
she had conferred on him. Hopefully! Staying here, 
chained like Prometheus, waiting and hoping that 
Wilhelm would act reasonably despite the absence 
of her prudent guidance was a burden that could 
hardly be borne. Still, better that than having to hear 
another word about this

Trimm and his tips! This “distinguished” personage 
who wandered about so deeply involved in his 
“important” problems that Your Lowliness, Trimm’s 
brother-in-law’s chauffeur and Come-hither-boy, 
dare not so much as utter a word to him, even here 
on the public grounds of Berta’s fortress!

In summary: Distinguished Dr. Primarius Gottfried Trimm 
headed for the parking lot; Wilhelmine headed for the 
courtyard, yanked first one way and then another by all 
sorts of misgivings; and Wilhelm headed into the fortress, 
still full of the hope that something unforeseen might 
occur and save him from having to drain this cup of  
sorrow.
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 • For readers of Sarah Bakewell’s At 
the Existentialist Café and Olivia 
Laing’s The Lonely City.

 • Ideal introduction to the influential 
Frankfurt School of philosophy for 
the general reader.

 • Highly acclaimed hardback, named 
as a Book of the Year by John 
Banville.

 • Events throughout the UK.

Philosophy / History

448 pages

198 x 129mm

Paperback

£10.99 / $16.95 / $22.99CAN

978 1 78478 569 7

Verso

978 1 78478 568 0

N E W  I N  P A P E R B A C K

Grand Hotel Abyss
The Lives of the Frankfurt School
Stuart Jeffries
Grand Hotel Abyss combines biography, philosophy, and storytelling 
to reveal how the Frankfurt thinkers—Walter Benjamin, Theodor 
Adorno, Herbert Marcuse,  Max Horkheimer—gathered in hopes 
of understanding the politics of culture during the rise of fascism. 
Some of them, forced to escape the horrors of Nazi Germany, later 
found sanctuary in the United States. By taking popular culture 
seriously as an object of study—whether it was film, music, ideas, or 
consumerism—the Frankfurt School elaborated upon the nature and 
crisis of our mass-produced, mechanized society. Grand Hotel Abyss 
shows how much these ideas still tell us about our age of social media 
and runaway consumption.

Stuart Jeffries worked for the Guardian for twenty years, and has 
written for many media outlets including the Financial Times and 
Psychologies. He is based in London.

“Marvellously entertaining, exciting and informative ... refreshingly 
breezy, though never less than serious and carefully judged.” John Banville, 
Guardian, Books of the Year

“Attempts something rather daring ... An easily accessible, funny history of 
one of the more formidable intellectual movements of the twentieth century 
... an easy, witty, pacy read.” Owen Hatherley, Guardian

“This seemingly daunting book turned out to be an exhilarating page-turner 
… Grand Hotel Abyss is an outstanding critical introduction to some of the 
most fertile, and still relevant, thinkers of the twentieth century.” Michael 
Dirda, Washington Post

“A towering work of staggering scholarship.” Irish Times

“The parallels between Britain today and Germany in the 1920s may well 
make this a compelling moment to revisit those postwar German thinkers 
who gathered in what was known as the Frankfurt School for Social Research 
 — something akin to a Marxist think tank, though one whose policy papers 
and brilliant books fed future generations as much or more than their own ... 
Little wonder, given the history of the twentieth century, that the Frankfurt 
school gave us intellectual pessimism and negative dialectics. Jeffries’s 
biography is proof that such a legacy can be invigorating.” Lisa Appignanesi, 
Observer

“Intriguing and provocative . . . Jeffries has done a great service in producing 
such a readable, wry and detailed introduction.” Stuart Kelly, Scotsman

“A rich, intellectually meaty history.” Kirkus

Who were the Frankfurt School — Benjamin, Adorno,  
Marcuse, Horkheimer — and why do they matter today?

SEPTEMBER 
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Politics
240 pages
198 x 129mm
Paperback
£9.99 / $16.95 / $22.99CAN
978 1 78663 343 9
Verso
978 1 84467 178 6

SEPTEMBER 

Terrorism and Communism
A Reply to Karl Kautsky
Leon Trotsky
Introduced by Slavoj Žižek
Preface by H. N. Brailsford

Written in the white heat of revolutionary Russia’s Civil War, Trotsky’s 
Terrorism and Communism is one of the most potent defenses of revolutionary 
dictatorship. In his provocative commentary to this new edition the philosopher 
Slavoj Žižek argues that Trotsky’s attack on the illusions of liberal democracy 
has a vital relevance today.

Leon Trotsky was a Marxist writer, theorist and leader. He organized the 
insurrection of the October Revolution in Russia in 1917 and then was the 
commander of the Red Army in the subsequent civil war. After Lenin’s death, 
Trotsky led the Left Opposition against Stalin’s bureaucratic counterrevolution, 
and was exiled in a series of countries before being assassinated in Mexico in 
1940.

Classic revolutionary writings set ablaze by today’s radical writers.

This essential series features classic texts by key figures who took center stage 
during a period of insurrection. Each book is introduced by a major contemporary 
radical writer who shows how these incendiary words still have the power to 
inspire, to provoke and maybe to ignite new revolutions.

The first three in the series are introduced by the famed Slovenian philospher 
Slavoj Žižek.

Slavoj Žižek is a Slovenian philosopher and cultural critic. He is a professor at the 
European Graduate School, International Director of the Birkbeck Institute for 
the Humanities, Birkbeck College, University of London, and a senior researcher 
at the Institute of Sociology, University of Ljubljana, Slovenia. His books include 
Absolute Recoil; Less Than Nothing; Living in the End Times; First as Tragedy, 
Then as Farce; In Defense of Lost Causes; and The Sublime Object of Ideology.

REVOLUTIONS
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Politics
208 pages
198 x 129mm
Paperback
£9.99 / $16.95 / $22.99CAN
978 1 78663 337 8
Verso
978 1 78478 584 5

SEPTEMBER 

Virtue and Terror
Maximilien Robespierre
Introduced by Slavoj Žižek
Translated by John Howe

Robespierre’s defense of the French Revolution remains one of the most 
powerful and unnerving justifications for political violence ever written, and 
has extraordinary resonance in a world obsessed with terrorism and appalled by 
the language of its proponents. Yet today, the French Revolution is celebrated as 
the event which gave birth to a nation built on the principles of Enlightenment. 
So how should a contemporary audience approach Robespierre’s vindication 
of revolutionary terror? Žižek takes a helter-skelter route through these 
contradictions, marshaling all the breadth of analogy for which he is famous.

Maximilien Robespierre is one of the best-known and most influential figures 
of the French Revolution. He was instrumental in the period of the Revolution 
commonly known as the Reign of Terror, which ended with his arrest and 
execution in 1794.

CATEGORY
EXTENT
SIZES
FORMAT
PRICES
ISBN
RIGHTS
PREVIOUS 
EDITION

Politics
208 pages
198 x 129mm
Paperback
£9.99 / $16.95 / $22.99CAN
978 1 78663 340 8
Verso
978 1 84467 587 6

SEPTEMBER 

On Practice and Contradiction
Mao Zedong
Introduced by Slavoj Žižek
These early philosophical writings underpinned the Chinese revolutions, and 
their clarion calls to insurrection remain some of the most stirring of all time. 
Drawing on a dizzying array of references from contemporary culture and 
politics, Žižek’s firecracker commentary reaches unsettling conclusions about 
the place of Mao’s thought in the revolutionary canon.

Mao Zedong was a Chinese revolutionary, political theorist and Communist 
leader. He led the People’s Republic of China (PRC) from its establishment in 
1949 until his death in 1976.
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 • e-flux is a leading publication on 
art and theory, with connections 
to artists, thinkers, and institutions 
around the world.

 • Includes contributions from well-
known figures, including Douglas 
Coupland, Antonio Negri, Hito 
Steyerl, Franco “Bifo” Berardi, Boris 
Groys and Nina Power.

Philosophy / Politics

336 pages

210 x 140mm

Paperback

£16.99 / $24.95 / $33CAN

978 1 78663 359 0

Hardback

£60 / $95 / $125CAN

978 1 78663 358 3

Verso

Supercommunity
Diabolical Togetherness Beyond 
Contemporary Art
e-flux
Edited by Julieta Aranda, Brian Kuan Wood  
and Anton Vidokle

Introduction by Antonio Negri
“I am the supercommunity, and you are only starting to recognize me. 
I grew out of something that used to be humanity. Some have compared 
me to angry crowds in public squares; others compare me to wind and 
atmosphere, or to software.”

Invited to exhibit at the 56th Venice Biennale, e-flux journal produced 
a single issue over a four-month span, publishing an article a day 
both online and on site from Venice. 

In essays, poems, short stories, and plays, artists and theorists trace 
the negative collective that is the subject of contemporary life, in 
which art, the internet, and globalization have shed their utopian 
guises but persist as naked power, in the face of apocalyptic ecological 
disaster and against the claims of the social commons.

“I convert care to cruelty, and cruelty back to care. I convert political 
desires to economic flows and data, and then I convert them back 
again. I convert revolutions to revelations. I don’t want, I want to leave, 
and then disperse myself everywhere and all the time.”

e-flux is a publishing platform and archive, artist project, curatorial 
platform, and enterprise which was founded in 1998. Its news digest, 
events, exhibitions, schools, journal, books, and the art projects 
produced and/or disseminated by e-flux describe strains of critical 
discourse surrounding contemporary art, culture, and theory 
internationally. Its monthly publication e-flux journal has produced 
essays commissioned since 2008 about cultural, political, and 
structural paradigms that inform contemporary artistic production.

“Supercommunity traverses every experience, every struggle. It gives voice 
to art as it does to social critique, to the critique of science in the same way 
as the syndicalism of the old and new labour-power, to the struggle of artists 
as precarious workers and the precarious workers as artists.” Antonio Negri, 
from the introduction

Leading artists, theorists, and writers exhume the 
dystopian and utopian futures contained within the present

SEPTEMBER
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 • The first collection of essays from 
award-winning, celebrated young 
US writer.

 • A stinging attack on the dishonesty 
of modern times: gyms, organic 
food, rap music.

 • Widespread and highly acclaimed in 
the UK and US.

 • Sold over 5,000 copies in hardback 
in the UK.

Essays

320 pages

198 x 129mm

Paperback

£10.99 

978 1 78478 593 2

Abner Stein

978 1 78478 592 5

N E W  I N  P A P E R B A C K

Against Everything
On Dishonest Times
Mark Greif
A thought-provoking study and essential guide to the vicissitudes of 
everyday life under twenty-first-century capitalism.

Mark Greif is a founder and Editor of the journal n+1. He lives and 
works in New York, where he is Associate Professor of Literary Studies 
at the New School. He is the highly acclaimed author of The Age of 
the Crisis of Man, and his criticism and journalism have appeared in 
publications including the London Review of Books, Guardian, Times 
Literary Supplement, and New Statesman.

“Mark Greif writes a contrarian, skeptical prose that is at the same time never 
cynical: it opens out on to beauty and the possibility of change.” Zadie Smith

“Mark Greif’s essay on the Kafkaesque nature of the modern gym, Against 
Exercise, is already a classic; and his new book, Against Everything, tells 
us it’s not just the gym, it’s also our music, our culture, our political life — 
everything about us, in fact — that is right out of Kafka.” Aravind Adiga, 
Guardian, Books of the Year

“The best claim to be his generation’s finest essayist comes in the concluding 
essay on Thoreau, the Occupy movement and his own generation. Taken as a 
whole the book is a powerful injunction to look, listen and reflect, our surest 
means of defiance against the encroaching dimness.” Richard Godwin, 
Evening Standard

“These smart and bracingly negative essays will break you out of your 
Facebook-induced stupor.” Esquire

“Maybe you’ve missed cofounder Mark Greif’s years of essayistic genius for 
[n+1]. This book is a one-stop shop to fix that.” Claire Fallon, Huffington Post

“Mark Greif’s Against Everything—as its title suggests—matches brilliant 
critique with improbable optimism. His essays risk embarrassment to 
analyse the irritations of urban life—hipsters, foodies, gym-goers—so that 
we might see these characters in ourselves, and treat them with, if not more 
kindness, more interest.” Kate Womersley, Spectator

“Embodies a return to the pleasures of critical discourse at its most cerebral 
and personable. Greif brings to mind a host of critics from William Hazlitt to 
Lionel Trilling, but most of all he suggests it is possible to write about culture 
with a reverence for language and a passion for what has come before. I 
would read anything he writes, anywhere.” New York Times Book Review

“Politically engaged, coolly stylish and often drily funny.” Guardian

A brilliant collection of essays from one of the most highly 
acclaimed young writers in the US

SEPTEMBER
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 • Controversial, parodic format, 
like guides to dealing with police 
for black youth that have gotten 
tremendous media attention.

 • Fully designed interior in field guide 
format, includes line drawings and 
graphics.

Politics

256 pages

210 x 140mm

Paperback

£12.99 / $19.95 / $25.95CAN

978 1 78663 014 8

Verso

A Field Guide to the Police
David Correia and Tyler Wall
This book will arm activists on the streets—as well as anyone with 
an open mind on one of the key issues of our time—with a critical 
analysis and ultimately a redefinition of the very idea of policing. 
The book contends that when we talk about police and police reform, 
we speak the language of police legitimation through the art of 
euphemism. So state sexual assault become “body-cavity search,” 
and ruthless beatings become “non-compliance deterrence.”

A Field Guide to the Police is a study of the indirect and taken-for-
granted language of policing, a language we’re all forced to speak 
when we talk about law enforcement. In entries like “Police dog,” 
“Stop and frisk,” and “Rough ride,” the authors expose the way 
“copspeak” suppresses the true meaning and history of policing. Like 
any other field guide, it reveals a world that is hidden in plain view. 
The book argues that a redefined language of policing might help 
chart a future free society.

David Correia is an associate professor in the Department of 
American Studies at the University of New Mexico. He is the author 
of Properties of Violence: Law and Land Grant Struggle in Northern 
New Mexico. 

Tyler Wall is an assistant professor in the School of Justice Studies as 
Eastern Kentucky University.

Radical glossary of the vocabulary of policing that 
redefines the very way we understand law enforcement

SEPTEMBER 



An extract from A Field Guide to the Police  
by David Correia and Tyler Wal

There is revolutionary potential in a crowd. The crowd 
threatens the order that police so methodically keep. 
Cops are scared of crowds.

We can trace the story of the crowd and the fear it gives 
police to multiple origins. In the United States the 
specter of slave collectives and rebellions in the 18th 
and 19th century stoked fear in the heart of plantation 
owners and slave overseers. The slave patrol, the 
first police in the Carolinas and Virginia, ruthlessly 
patrolled outside plantations and frequently searched 
slave quarters for evidence of planned rebellions and 
collectives. In Europe it was the Paris Commune of 
1871, but not with the Commune itself, but rather with 
the lasting obsession among reactionary political 
thinkers and police over crowds and the threat that 
crowds posed to bourgeois order. The reactionary 
French sociologist Gustave Le Bon called the years that 
followed the Commune the “Era of Crowds.” The energy 
of the Commune and the power of the crowd aimed 
“to utterly destroy society as it now exists, with a view 
to making it hark back to that primitive communism 
which was the normal condition of all human groups 
before the dawn of civilization. Limitations of the 
hours of labour, the nationalization of the mines, 
railways, factories, and the soil, the equal distribution 
of all products, the elimination of all the upper classes 
for the benefit of the popular classes, etc., such are 
these claims.” Consider the power and potential Le 
Bon places in crowds. Only crowds—crowds of escaped 
slaves or the working class—have the power to upend 
an entire social order. The “purely destructive nature” 
of the crowd threatens bourgeois privilege, and it is 
that privilege that Le Bon calls “civilization” against 
the crowd.

To police, the potential disorder of a crowd makes 
it always a threat, always loaded with revolutionary 
possibility. Le Bon describes a crowd as having a 
collective mentality. In the crowd people are suddenly 
put “in possession of a sort of collective mind which 
makes them feel, think, and act in a manner quite 
different from that in which each individual of them 
would feel.”1 Le Bon sees in a crowd a kind of “hypnotic 

order”, and therefore the crowd is always dangerous to 
bourgeois order. It is in the crowd that a new view of 
society can emerge, one in which the otherwise stable 
social forms of capitalism suddenly appear fragile, 
and egalitarian alternatives might appear possible. It 
is in the crowd that Le Bon sees the specter haunting 
Europe. But Le Bon is quick to note that a crowd could 
be conservative as well. There is no inherent political 
content to the crowd. Ideas work through a crowd like 
a contagion and compel people into unpredictable 
action. According to Le Bon, a person in a crowd is 
“under the influence of a suggestion, he will undertake 
the accomplishment of certain acts with irresistible 
impetuosity.” This is the classical view of crowd 
psychology, one in which crowds are always irrational 
and dangerous. It is a view that has influenced fascists, 
and commercial advertisers, and U.S. presidents, and, 
of course police—all those who have sought to harness 
the potential of crowds, or to destroy it.

Le Bon wrote the playbook for police “crowd control.” 
Even the peaceful crowd, according to Le Bon, has the 
capacity for sudden and revolutionary violence. Thus 
police confront a crowd always with overwhelming 
force. It is the crowd’s possibility of violence, an 
idea that comes from Le Bon, that police point to in 
order to legitimize crowd control tactics. Consider 
the way a police “anti-riot operations guide” begins 
first with a fear of the unpredictability of the crowd: 
“Demonstrations and civil unrests can range from 
simple, non-violent protests addressing specific issues 
to events, which turn into a full-scale riot… Agitators 
and criminal infiltrators within a crowd can lead to the 
eruption of violence.” To police, the crowd is always 
about to explode. “With tensions high, it takes just a 
small (sometimes seemingly insignificant) incident, 
rumor, or act of injustice to ignite certain groups within 
a crowd to start a riot, and violent acts.”2 To the police a 
crowd is a riot about to happen. And so police use force 
indiscriminately against the crowd, which produces 
exactly the chaos and disorder that police attribute to 
the crowd, which in turn rationalizes an expansion and 
constant escalation of police violence.



But Le Bon also made clear that while crowds are 
“difficult to govern”, there is always a “ringleader or 
agitator.” And so police hunt in the crowd, constantly 
in pursuit. Consider the testimony of Adrian Jones, a 
police consultant and “expert” on civil disturbances, 
when called to testify before the House Un-American 
Activities Committee in 1967:

HUAC: What countermeasures would you suggest 
based on your studies during the crowd phase?

Jones: This is a very important time. If 
countermeasures fail during this phase a riot will 
ensue. If countermeasures are successful, there will 
be no riot. One of the basic objectives is either to 
disperse the crowd or to bring the crowd under control, 
to maintain contact with the leaders, and possibly to 
give the dissidents some sort of outlet. For example, 
let them state their grievances, try to use the leaders 
in order to control the crowd. Another countermeasure 
that can be taken during this specific time is to prepare 
and station riot-control forces to handle any situation, 
to utilize a clear show of force, to arrest agitators if 
there are legal grounds, and to identify the riot leaders 
and to remove them if possible.

HUAC: What about the actual riot or civil disturbance 
phase?

Jones: Once this particular phase is started, it is very 
difficult to avoid the use of the force of the state. This 
force is sometimes applied through batons, riot-control 
formations, police dogs, and chemical munitions. The 
procedure of the United States Army is to first use a 
show of force; then to use riot-control formations; then 
to consider the use of streams of water; then the use of 
chemical agents; then fire by selected marksmen; and 
finally, under very extreme conditions, full fire power.3

Along with “full fire power” comes another option. The 
crowd can be manipulated. Le Bon reminds police that 
a crowd is imbued with an “excessive suggestibility.” 
Instead of hunting “ringleaders”, police can use Red 
Squads to infiltrate the crowd with agents provocateurs. 
At an anti-war demonstration on the campus of the 
University of Alabama in 1970, an undercover cop set 
fire to a campus building and threw firebombs at police. 
It was entirely the actions of the agent provocateur that 

police used to justify a crackdown on all protest and 
arrest 150 people. In December 2014 “an undercover 
California Highway Patrol officer who was attempting 
to infiltrate a demonstration against police brutality 
in Oakland pulled a gun on the protesters after he and 
his partner were outed and the partner was attacked.” 
According to eyewitnesses, both officers were inciting 
protesters to “acts of vandalism.”4

There is a great irony here. Mainstream social 
psychology rejects Gustave Le Bon’s theories of the 
crowd, in particular his claim of a collective mind, his 
notion of a hypnotized order, and his metaphoric use of 
contagion to explain the crowd’s behavior. None of this 
is true, they say. But when the crowd is made up of police, 
it seems always true. Against the protest, any imagined 
individuality of police dissolves into the collective 
police mind. Each riot-helmeted cop looks like every 
other nightstick-wielding cop, each tear gas-firing 
cop behaves just like every other flak-jacketed cop. As 
though hypnotized, the police crowd moves in swarms, 
attacks in waves, disperses and reassembles according 
to some invisible force. Police gas protesters in the face 
who are sitting in a circle. Police beat protesters with 
truncheons who are following commands. It is not 
“discipline” or “training” that determines the behavior 
of police in the crowd, but rather the logic of police—of 
force—fueled by unlimited power, fueled by the crowd.
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History

304 pages

235 x 156mm

Hardback

£20 / $29.95 / $39.99CAN

978 1 78663 196 1

Verso

The Great Cowboy Strike
Bullets, Ballots and Class Conflicts  
in the American West
Mark Lause
Although later made an icon of “rugged individualism,” the American 
cowboy was a grossly exploited and underpaid seasonal worker, 
who waged a series of militant strikes in the generally isolated and 
neglected corners of the Old West. Mark Lause examines those 
neglected labour conflicts, couching them in the context of the 
bitter and violent “range wars” that broke out periodically across the 
region, and locating both among the political insurgencies endemic 
to the American West in the so-called Gilded Age.

Mark A. Lause is a professor of history at the McMicken College 
of Arts and Sciences at the University of Cincinnati. Most of his 
work explores and documents the economic, social, and political 
possibilities that came clearly into focus roughly around the time 
of the American Civil War, often approaching the subject from 
neglected directions—the contemporary working-class movements, 
land reform, secret societies, and third-party efforts, as well as 
bohemianism and spiritualism.

Praise for On Race and Radicalism in the Union Army

“A necessary read.” Against the Current

“Engrossing.”  Monthly Review

“Recommended.” Choice

“An important contribution to the literature of the diplomatic aspects of the 
Civil War.” NYMAS Review

“This heroic story is brilliantly told.” CounterPunch

When cowboys were workers and battled their bosses
SEPTEMBER 



An extract from The Cowboy Strike by Mark Lause

Strikes by the iconic American cowboy confront us with 
the inescapable realities of class, politics and violence in 
the West.  Exploring these events and their impact provide 
an opportunity for examining these issues and where they 
converge.  And this process posses interesting questions 
about how we remember the past.

That memory made the cowboy into a well-cultivated 
symbol of a rugged American past.  Indeed, it has entered 
into a symbiotic relationship with the culturally smudged 
self-image of the United States as the well-armed enforcer 
of virtuous conduct, justice and fair play.  In fact, the 
cowboys were grossly underpaid and overworked seasonally 
employed agricultural laborers, and the other side of that 
symbiotic fantasy ignores realities no less.

Beyond a remarkably small circle of specialists, class—
much less class conflict—represents the least explored of 
these large questions we hope to address, and is largely 
acknowledged in the West.  More conservative scholars 
generally associate the appearance of social class as a 
concept with “foreign” ideas migrating with radical exiles 
from Europe.  More liberal ones identify it with the great 
cities of the eastern seaboard rather than a region generally 
seen as more industrially backward and less settled.  

In fact, these newcomers into the West carried with them 
the old social order, its assumptions and its practices.  The 
very first of them brought hired and bound labor with them.  
In the aftermath of the Civil War—associated with the Wild 
West—vast numbers of railroad workers labored across vast 
expanses of the transportation system, with particularly 
significant clusters associated with the moving sites of 
construction.  Mining communities concentrated hired 
workers employed in pursuit of the region’s mineral riches.  
Cowboys assumed a vastly more visible and regionally 
distinctive importance that belied their smaller numbers 
and greater isolation.

This reason alone, perhaps, makes them an almost 
irresistible focus. 

A touchstone of this became the cowboy strike of 1883.  
Contemporary newspapers, chroniclers of Western lure and 
serious scholars alike have found the fact worthy of some 
attention.  Several have described it--erroneously--as “the 
only cowboy strike in history.” Others--equally erroneously-
-described it as “first organized protest against big business 
on the Great Plains.”

The 1883 strike in the Texas Panhandle certainly had greater 
claim to this than the later assertion that the first cowboy 

strike took place among rodeo performers in Boston.  This 
latter took place in 1936 in time rife with what they then 
called labor-management disagreements. It also took place 
at a point of rare intrusion into an eastern metropolis by 
a trade usually associated with the rural heartland of the 
nation.  Expectations aside, though, the Texas strike took 
place over half a century earlier.

That said, many aspects of the earlier strike remained not 
only obscure but misunderstood.  Its length, its scale, and 
its impact all seemed muddied.  More importantly, the 1883 
strike represented part of a strike wave that swept across 
much of the American West from 1883 into 1886.  One 
contemporary flatly acknowledged “many labor strikes 
on the range.” Literary scholar Jack Weston described 
“slowdowns, threats, intimidating behavior, and collective 
defiance” as part and parcel of life among the cowboys.  This 
study not only sustains these assessments of endemic labor 
discontent where the very existence of classes seems to be 
understated, if not ignored.

Understanding the course of these struggles—and how 
our understating of them came to be—requires linking it 
to the broader insurgencies that politically challenged the 
unquestioned power of the large ranchers, the railroad 
owners, and the mine bosses.  The Patrons of Husbandry 
or the Grange began in Minnesota.  The more political 
Industrial Brotherhood—which, in a very real way, largely 
became the Knights of Labor—and the Farmers Alliance 
emerged from immediate postwar conditions in Missouri 
and Kansas.  

Based on these western associations, the largest political 
insurgencies of the period took form.  Greenbackism in 
the Midwest and Populism in the western heartland aimed 
at displacing one or the other of the major political parties 
with one that would place people before profits.  Each 
attained some real successes, but faced real obstacles that 
thwarted their efforts (and later permitted often grotesque 
misrepresentations of their goals).

There existed a working class component of these 
insurgencies, particularly associated with what labor 
historians have called “the Great Upheaval.”  The Knights 
of Labor attained unprecedented numbers, reaching 
membership of nearly 800,000.  It not only created the 
modern American Federation of Labor as a byproduct, 
but sparked a dynamic wave of labor parties in 1886.  This 
included not only Henry George’s campaign for mayor of 
New York but a wave of local efforts that showed remarkable 
potential for a national third party.  To a great extent, the 



presidential election of 1888 provided a test as to whether 
these efforts could come to fruition.  

The meaning of the cowboy strikes escapes us without this 
political context.  As we shall see, the broadly understood 
Greenback movement in Texas, broadly associated with 
the Farmers’ Alliance cradled and defended the cowboy 
militants.  Too, the strike movements in Wyoming directly 
influenced the rise and course of Populism there.

Scholars regularly bleach the importance of these 
insurgencies into mere influences on the essential 
importance of the two dominant parties of the owners, 
investors and employers.  These third parties disappeared, 
we are told, because the adoption of their concerns by one 
or the other of the major parties made them irrelevant. 
That these frequently adopted and coopted the rhetoric of 
insurgents is obvious, but talk is cheap and even talk about 
some of the most modest proposals of the Greenbackers 
or Populists could still end the career of any major party 
politicians today, over a century later.

The often ignored institutionalization of political violence 
in the nineteenth century U.S. provides a much more 
important explanation for the demise of opposition of 
all sorts.  Starting with the ethnic cleansing essential to 
settlement, an ideology of civilizing nature and its savagery 
sanctioned the use of as much unrestricted violence against 
the persons and practices that got in the way as would be 
necessary to prevail.  

This observation is hardly novel.  In addition to Patricia 
Limerick’s Legacy of Conquest, Richard Slotkin’s trilogy—
Regeneration Through Violence, The Fatal Environment  
and Gunfighter Nation suggested important insights 
about the importance of the West primarily on eastern 
thinkers.  Using Custer’s Last Stand as a metaphor for what 
Americans feared might happen if the frontier should the 
“savage” prevail, Slotkin suggests the roots of a mythology 
that sanctioned American efforts to overcome the strife of 
industrialization and imperial expansion.

However, recognition of coercive violence as an innate, 
systemic feature of social control over the population in 
general provides a missing link between the racial violence 
aimed at indigenous peoples (or African Americans) and that 
employed on foreigners.  Seeing lynchings in the postwar 
South as simple a large number of confused responses to 
accusations of rape, for example, misses the social and 
political intent of this unrestrained brutality visited on its 
victims.  Tolerating such activities—rendering them legally 
unaccountable—suited the needs of the ruling elite to 
intimidate sections of the population that could cause them 
considerable difficulties if they became unmanageable.

So, too, across the West numerous “feuds” actually 
represented political conflicts carried beyond the ballot by 
bullets.  More blatantly did most of the so-called “Range 
Wars.”  Particularly in Texas, these touched the lives and 
experiences of many cowboys, including the strikers.

One cannot discuss labor struggles in the West during these 
years—or political insurgencies—without encountering the 
reality of coercive violence.  Recognition of this clarifies 
much about the course of the cowboy strikes or insurgent 
movements generally.  The powers-that-be proved to be far 
more likely to respond to a serious threat to their power by 
arranging for someone to shoot it rather than to compromise 
their own hold on power and wealth . . . and on the future of 
the country.

History—well, popular memory and “heritage”—
remembers all this very differently, of course.  The reasons 
for this are quite straightforward.  The ongoing security of 
legitimacy required the projection of violent intentions on 
the designated targets of the institutionalized violence.  
Southern Democratic leaders, for example, discussed a War 
of Northern Aggression.  The Civil War did not result from 
their seceding from the Union and firing on U.S. troops, 
which representing nothing more than prudent self-defense 
against the innately violent capture of the government in 
Washington by antislavery voters.  Later, they donned their 
sheets and asserted their defense of law and order against 
the alleged brutal savagery of the former slaves and their 
well-wishers.  

No less so, postwar elites generally presented themselves as 
struggling against the implicit violence of those of hoping 
to impose an unjust restriction upon them, their property, 
profits, and prerogatives.  Rather than celebrating a grand 
interstate highway to progress, this perspective leaves us 
to explain a trail of select corpses, shattered lives, dashed 
hopes, and broken promises.  No book-length study 
can provide us with such an explanation, but this study 
hopefully underscores the need for us to do so.
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 • The author is an award-winning 
writer, filmmaker, and media 
commentator who has written 
popular books and has wide media 
contacts.

 • Latin political impact is front-
page news, and the book includes 
analysis of Latin role in Trump’s 
campaign and presidency.

 • For readers of Cornel West’s  
best-selling Race Matters.

Politics

256 pages

210 x 140mm

Hardback

£20 / $24.95 / $33CAN

978 1 78478 319 8

Verso

Latinx
The New Force in American Politics
Ed Morales
“Latinx” (pronounced ‘La-teen-ex) is the gender-neutral term 
that covers the largest racial minority in the United States, 17 
percent of the country. This is the fastest-growing sector of 
American society, containing the most immigrants. It is the 
poorest ethnic group in the country, whose political empowerment 
is altering the balance of forces in a growing number of states. 
And yet, Latin barely figure in America’s racial conversation—
the US census does not even have a category for “Latino.”  
In this groundbreaking discussion, Ed Morales explains how Latin 
political identities are tied to a long Latin American history of 
mestizaje, translatable as “mixedness” or “hybridity”, and that this 
border thinking is both a key to understanding bilingual, bicultural 
Latin cultures and politics and a challenge to America’s infamously 
black/white racial regime. This searching and long-overdue 
exploration of a crucial development in American life updates Cornel 
West’s bestselling Race Matters with a Latin inflection.

Ed Morales is an author, journalist, filmmaker, and poet who 
teaches at Columbia University. He is the author of The Latin Beat 
and Living in Spanglish. Has written for the Village Voice, Nation, 
New York Times, Rolling Stone, and other publications and is a regular 
commentator on NPR. His film Whose Barrio? premiered at the New 
York Latino International Film Festival. He lives in New York City.

Praise for The Latin Beat

“Exhaustively researched, well-written, and up to date, this is an excellent 
addition to most music collections.” Booklist

“Displaying an incredible depth of historical and musical knowledge and 
insight, this book will be a joy to read both for those already steeped in the 
Latin musical tradition as well as for those recently introduced to the music 
of, for instance, Tito Puente.” Publishers Weekly

The Latinx revolution in US culture, society, and politics
SEPTEMBER 
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 • Acclaimed historian Marcus Rediker 
with his new long-awaited book.

 • Author events in the UK.

 • Review coverage and features in the 
national press.

History

224 pages

235 x 156mm

Hardback

£17.99 

978 1 78663 471 9

Abner Stein

The Fearless Benjamin Lay
The Quaker Dwarf Who Became the 
First Revolutionary Abolitionist
Marcus Rediker
The Fearless Benjamin Lay chronicles the transatlantic life and 
times of a singular and astonishing man—a Quaker dwarf who 
became one of the first white people ever to demand the total, 
unconditional emancipation of all enslaved Africans around the 
world. He performed public guerrilla theatre to shame slave masters, 
insisting that human bondage violated the fundamental principles 
of Christianity. He wrote a fiery, controversial book against bondage 
that Benjamin Franklin published in 1738. He lived in a cave, made 
his own clothes, refused to consume anything produced by slave 
labour, championed animal rights, and embraced vegetarianism. He 
acted on his ideals to create a new, practical, revolutionary way of life.

Marcus Rediker is Distinguished Professor of Atlantic History 
at the University of Pittsburgh and Senior Research Fellow at the 
Collège d’études mondiales in Paris. He is the author of numerous 
prize-winning books, including The Many-Headed Hydra (with Peter 
Linebaugh), The Slave Ship, and The Amistad Rebellion. He produced 
the award-winning documentary film Ghosts of Amistad about the 
popular memory of the Amistad rebellion of 1839 in contemporary 
Sierra Leone.

“Admirers of Marcus Rediker’s splendid The Slave Ship will be delighted by 
this historian’s new book. Sailor, pioneer of guerrilla theater, and a man who 
would stop at nothing to make his fellow human beings share his passionate 
outrage against slavery, Benjamin Lay has long needed a modern biographer 
worthy of him, and now he has one.”  
Adam Hochschild, author of King Leopold’s Ghost

The extraordinary story of one of the first British men to 
oppose slavery

SEPTEMBER 
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EDITION

 • Updated edition, with new preface 
and afterword.

 • Definitive account of Jeremy 
Corbyn’s ascension to the top of the 
Labour party — very well reviewed 
on first publication.

 • Sold over 7,000 copies on first 
publication.

Politics

272 pages

198 x 129 mm

Paperback

£9.99 / $16.95 / $22.99CAN

978 1 78663 299 9

Verso

978 1 78478 531 4

N E W  U P D A T E D  E D I T I O N

Corbyn
The Strange Rebirth of Radical 
Politics
Richard Seymour
Demolishing the Blairite opposition in 2015, Jeremy Corbyn saw off 
an attempted coup against his leadership under the banner of the 
“soft left” one year on. This unassuming antiwar socialist now leads 
Labour with a huge mandate. For the first time in decades, socialism 
is back on the agenda—and for the first time in Labour’s history, it 
defines the leadership.

This book tells the story of how Corbyn’s rise was made possible by 
the long decline of Labour and a deep crisis in British democracy. 
It surveys the makeshift coalition of trade unionists, young and 
precarious workers, and students who rallied to Corbyn. It shows 
how a novel social media campaign turned the media’s “Project Fear” 
on its head, making a virtue of every accusation thrown at him. And 
finally it asks, with all the artillery that is still ranged against Corbyn, 
given the crisis-ridden Labour Party that he has inherited, the 
devastating impact of the coup attempt and the fall-out from Brexit, 
what it would mean for him to succeed.

Richard Seymour is a writer, broadcaster and socialist, currently 
based in London. He writes regularly for the Guardian, the London 
Review of Books, and many other publications.

“Richard Seymour has a brilliant mind and a compelling style. Everything he 
writes is worth reading.” Gary Younge

“One of our most astute political analysts turns his attention to Corbyn, and 
the result is predictably essential” China Miéville

“Seymour is an essential voice on the left, and this book is a necessary 
intervention, explaining this daunting political moment and bringing the 
focus back to strategy. Not so much a call to arms as a call to brains.” Laurie 
Penny

“The fullest and fairest account of Jeremy Corbyn’s rise released to date. 
In avoiding much of the rhetoric espoused in similar accounts focusing on 
Corbyn’s early career this book provides a frank account of how the unlikely 
leader took charge of the Labour Party.” Liam Young, New Statesman

“Laser-sharp analysis of British ‘Labourism’ and its contradictions ... This 
book is terrifically astute.” Jamie Maxwell, National

“The first serious analysis of Jeremy Corbyn’s unexpected ascent.” Yohann 
Koshy, Vice

How Jeremy Corbyn, the radical left candidate for the 
Labour leadership, won twice—and won big

SEPTEMBER 
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208 pages 
40 B/W integrated
210 x 140mm
Paperback
£12.99 / $19.95 / $25.95CAN
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Verso
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OCTOBER 
N E W  I N  P A P E R B A C K

The Least of All Possible Evils
Humanitarian Violence from Arendt to 
Gaza
Eyal Weizman
The principle of the lesser evil asserts that it is acceptable to pursue an 
undesirable course of action in order to prevent a greater injustice. This is 
the regime behind the control of Gaza by the state of Israel. In The Least of All 
Possible Evils, Weizman exposes the way that humanitarianism is used as a 
form of control. The formation of a legal framework that defines the codes of 
engagement legitimizes oppression and violence, resulting in systematic and 
sustained brutality.   

Eyal Weizman is Professor of Spatial and Visual Cultures at Goldsmiths, 
University of London, where he directs the Centre for Research Architecture 
and the European Research Council funded project Forensic Architecture. 
He is also a founder member of the collective Decolonizing Architecture Art 
Residency (DAAR) in Bethlehem, Palestine. He is the author of Hollow Land 
and coeditor of A Civilian Occupation. He lives in London.

“Eyal Weizman’s work has become an indispensable source of both insight and guidance 
in these difficult times. He understands the evolving dynamics of war and sovereignty 
better than anyone.” Paul Gilroy

SEPTEMBER 
N E W  E D I T I O N

Literature of Revolution
Essays on Marxism
Norman Geras
This influential collection explores the pivotal texts and topics in the Marxist 
tradition. Ranging over questions of social theory, political theory, moral 
philosophy and literary criticism, it looks at the thought of Marx and Trotsky, 
Luxemburg, Lenin and Althusser. Included here are Geras’s influential and 
widely cited treatment of fetishism in Capital, his comprehensive review 
of debates on Marxism and justice, discussions on political organization, 
revolutionary mass action and party pluralism, and a novel analysis of the 
literary power of Trotsky’s writing. 

Norman Geras was an important part of the New Left and an editorial board 
member and contributor at New Left Review. He contributed to Marxist political 
theory throughout his life, most prominently in books such as Marx and 
Human Nature: Refutation of a Legend and The Legacy of Rosa Luxembourg. On 
his retirement he remained a prolific voice on politics until his death in 2013.
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288 pages
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208 pages

210 x 140mm

Hardback 

£16.99 / $26.95 / $35.99CAN

978 1 78478 085 2 

Verso

Unexceptional Politics
On Obstruction, Impasse and the 
Impolitic
Emily Apter
Unexceptional Politics develops a vocabulary of terms drawn from 
a wide range of media (political fiction, art, film, and TV serials), 
highlighting the scams, imbroglios, information trafficking, 
brinkmanship, and parliamentary procedures that obstruct and 
block progressive politics. The book proposes a new mode of 
dialectical resistance, countering notions of the “state of exception” 
embedded in theories of the “Political” from Thomas Hobbes to 
Carl Schmitt. Apter advances a critical model of micro-politics, or 
“politics with a small ‘p,’” that offers a way of representing a politics 
that has generally eluded our conceptual grasp, and that has been 
unintelligible or resistant to classical political theory. Confronting us 
with the realization that we really do not know what politics is, where 
it begins and ends, or how its micro-events should be described, 
this experimental glossary opens the possibility of confronting the 
contingent and immaterial conditions of politicking that contribute 
to disturbance and interference within the institutional structures of 
our capitalo-parliamentarist systems of rule.

Emily Apter is Professor of Comparative Literature and French at 
New York University. Her published works include The Translation 
Zone: A New Comparative Literature and Against World Literature.

Praise for Against World Literature

“Just following Emily Apter’s dizzying array of texts from diverse traditions 
and times embracing much experimental material, all read with meticulous 
care, is an education.” Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak

“Rarely does one read a book with the title Against that is so much for 
important causes and ideas: writing, translation, worldliness, diversity, 
cosmopolitanism, while fully aware of their promises and threats. In this 
moment of dispossession of the Humanities, we needed just that book to 
clarify matters and move beyond the contradictions.” Etienne Balibar

“Arresting and unashamedly political.” Times Higher Education

“Essential reading for scholars working across nations and boundaries, and a 
chastening reminder of how crucial translation is for myriad forms of literary 
inquiry.” Benjamin Poore, Times Literary Supplement

“There is much value in Apter’s insights into the ambiguous nature of 
translation and language barriers.” Sydney Review of Books

A new vision of politics “below the radar”
OCTOBER 
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978 1 78663 100 8
Verso
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OCTOBER 

Order Out of Chaos
Man’s New Dialogue with Nature
Ilya Prigogine and Isabelle Stengers
A pioneering book that shows how the two great themes of classic science, order 
and chaos, are being reconciled in a new and unexpected synthesis.

Isabelle Stengers is a professor of philosophy at the Université Libre de 
Bruxelles. Her publications include Cosmopolitics. She received the Grand Prize 
for Philosophy from the Académie Française in 1993.

Ilya Prigogine was a Belgian physical chemist noted for his work on dissipative 
structures, complex systems and irreversibility. He was awarded the Nobel 
Prize for Chemistry in 1977.

“A passionate meditation on Man and Universe.” Italo Calvino
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Science
96 pages
198 x 129mm
Paperback
£9.99 / $17.95 / $23.99CAN
978 1 78663 092 6
Verso
978 1 45372 778 2

OCTOBER 

The World, the Flesh  
and the Devil
An Enquiry into the Future of the Three 
Enemies of the Rational Soul
J. D. Bernal
Introduction by McKenzie Wark
A pioneering book proposing a transhumanist vision of the future, from one of 
the most influential visionary scientists of the twentieth century. 

John Desmond Bernal was one of the United Kingdom’s best-known and most 
controversial scientists. He published extensively on the history of science.

“The most brilliant attempt at scientific prediction ever made.” Arthur C. Clarke

Set 15  Available as a set • ISBN: 978 1 78663 500 6  • £35 / $55 / $73CAN

Radical Thinkers
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256 pages
198 x 129mm
Paperback
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Verso

OCTOBER 

The Crisis in Physics
Christopher Caudwell
Caudwell’s controversial book offers an astute and enduring diagnosis of the 
maladies of bourgeois epistemology.

Christopher Caudwell was the pen name of Christopher St. John Sprigg, a self-
taught polymath and active member of the Poplar Branch of the Communist 
Party. Caudwell was killed in action in Spain in 1937.

“Caudwell criticized, brilliantly and destructively, the philosophical conclusions of 
bourgeois scientists.” J. D. Bernal
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Science
464 pages
198 x 129mm
Paperback
£9.99 / $17.95 / $23.99CAN
978 1 78663 426 9
Verso
978 1 57392 551 9

OCTOBER 

Marxism and the Philosophy 
of Science
A Critical History
Helena Sheehan
A masterful survey of the history of Marxist philosophy of science. Now with a 
new afterword.

Helena Sheehan is an academic philosopher, historian of science, and writer 
on communication studies, politics, and philosophical (particularly Marxist) 
subjects. Sheehan is a retired (Professor Emeritus) communications lecturer at 
Dublin City University and has been a visiting professor at the University of 
Cape Town. She is the author of five books.

“A singular achievement. Sheehan is masterful in her presentation of the dialectics of 
nature debates, which begin with Engels and recur throughout the periods covered by 
this book.” Science and Society

“An extremely pleasant surprise: a new imprint from Verso called Radical Thinkers, and a pile of 
paperbacks by the likes of Theodor Adorno, Fredric Jameson, Guy Debord and Walter Benjamin.  
Not only do they have nifty cover designs, they are ridiculously cheap.” – Nick Lezard, Guardian
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OCTOBER 
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C. L. R. James
The Artist As Revolutionary
Paul Buhle
Foreword by Robin D.G. Kelley 
Afterword by Lawrence Ware

C. L. R. James was a protean twentieth-century Marxist intellectual, widely 
recognized as a pioneering scholar of slave revolt; a leading voice of Pan-
Africanism; a peripatetic revolutionary and scholar who was active in US and 
UK radical movements; a novelist, playwright, and critic; and one of the premier 
writers on cricket and sports. This intellectual portrait was written by James’s 
longtime interlocutor and comrade Paul Buhle, and initially published in 1988. 
With a new final chapter, updated bibliography, a new foreword by historian 
Robin D. G. Kelley and a new afterword by philosopher Lawrence Ware, this 
long-awaited revised edition of a classic biography will be a key resource in the 
James revival.

Paul Buhle is the author or editor of more than three dozen books. Formerly 
a senior lecturer at Brown University, he produces radical comics. He founded 
the SDS Journal Radical America and the archive Oral History of the American 
Left and, with Mari Jo Buhle, is coeditor of the Encyclopedia of the American 
Left.
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Paperback
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978 0 14020 999 0

OCTOBER 
N E W  E D I T I O N

Revolution in the Revolution?
Régis Debray
Revolution in the Revolution? is a brilliant, pragmatic assessment of the situation 
in Latin America in the 1960s. First published in 1967, it became a controversial 
handbook for guerrilla warfare and revolution, read alongside Che’s own 
pamphlets, and remains fully as important as the writings of Guevara. Lucid 
and compelling, it spares no personage, no institution, and no concept, taking 
on not only Russian and Chinese strategies but Trotskyism as well. 

The year it was published, Debray was convicted of having been part of Guevara’s 
guerrilla group and sentenced to thirty years in prison. He was released in 1970, 
following an international campaign, which included appeals by Jean-Paul 
Sartre, André Malraux, General Charles de Gaulle and Pope Paul VI.

Régis Debray teaches philosophy at the Université de Lyon-III and is Director 
of the European Institute of the History and Science of Religion. He is the 
author of many books, including Media Manifestos; Critique of Political Reason; 
and God: An Itinerary.

“An explosive, unfamiliar combination of an utterly intransigent revolutionary ethics 
and an extraordinarily detailed and concrete technics of insurrection.” New Left Review
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Politics

352 pages
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Paperback

£19.99 / $29.95 / $39.99CAN

978 1 78663 128 2

Hardback

£60 / $95 / $119CAN

978 1 78663 130 5

Verso

Against Lenin
The Pre-Bolshevik Writings
Leon Trotsky
Introduction by Tariq Ali
Written in the last years before the explosion of the 1905 revolution, 
the texts collected together and introduced by Tariq Ali here are 
among Trotsky’s most vigorous polemics. Exiled from Russia for 
his revolutionary activities, these essays portray some of the young 
socialist’s reflections on the early Russian left. His divergences 
with Lenin, the problems with liberalism, the state of the workers’ 
movement and the organizational debates tearing through Russian 
social-democracy are just some of the themes dealt with in this 
volume, which includes some translated for the first time in English.

Leon Trotsky was a Marxist writer, theorist and leader. He organised 
the insurrection of the October Revolution in Russia in 1917 and then 
was the commander of the Red Army in the subsequent civil war. 
After Lenin’s death, Trotsky led the Left Opposition against Stalin’s 
bureaucratic counterrevolution and was exiled in a series of countries 
before being assassinated in Mexico in 1940.

Trotsky’s earliest interventions into the Russian socialist 
movement brought together for the first time in English

OCTOBER 
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 • First book on the Alt Right and the 
Far Right and their ties to Trump.

 • Award-winning author is a frequent 
contributor to the Washington Post, 
the American Prospect, Mother 
Jones, the Nation, MSNBC.com, 
Salon, and many other publications, 
as well as an editor and contributor 
to popular blogs CrooksandLiars 
and Hatewatch.

 • Reviews across the national press.

 • Feature in national press.

 • Broadcast interviews.

Politics

256 pages

235 x 156mm

Hardback

£17.99 / $26.95 / $35.99CAN

978 1 78663 423 8

Marshal Lyon

Alt America
The Rise of the Radical Right in the 
Age of Trump
David Neiwert
Just as Donald Trump’s victorious campaign for the US presidency 
shocked liberal Americans, the seemingly sudden national 
prominence of white supremacists, xenophobes, militia leaders, 
and mysterious “Alt-Right” leaders mystifies many. But the extreme 
Right has been growing steadily in the US since the 1990s, with the 
rise of patriot militias. Following 9/11, conspiracy theorists found 
fresh life; and in virulent reaction to the first black president of the 
country, militant racists have come out of the woodwork. Nurtured 
by a powerful right-wing media sector in radio, TV, and online, the 
Far Right, Tea Party movement conservatives, and Republican 
activists found common ground — an alternative America that is 
resurgent, even as it has been ignored by the political establishment 
and mainstream media.

Investigative reporter David Neiwert has been tracking extremists 
for more than two decades, and here he provides a deeply reported 
and authoritative report on the background, mindset, and growth 
of Far Right movements across the country. The product of years of 
reportage, and including the most in-depth investigation of Trump’s 
ties to Far Right figures, this is a crucial book about one of the most 
disturbing sides of American society.

David Neiwert is a journalist and author and an acknowledged expert 
in American right-wing extremism. He has appeared on Anderson 
Cooper 360, CNN Newsroom, and The Rachel Maddow Show and is the 
Managing Editor of the popular political blog Crooks and Liars. His 
work has also appeared in the American Prospect, the Washington 
Post, MSNBC.com, Salon.com, and other publications. His previous 
books include The Eliminationists: How Hate Talk Radicalized the 
American Right and Strawberry Days: How Internment Destroyed a 
Japanese-American Community, and he has won a National Press 
Club award for Distinguished Online Journalism.

Praise for The Eliminationists

“Rich in historical and journalistic detail, the book offers a fine overview of 
the uglier strains in American politics.” Publishers Weekly

Praise for And Hell Followed With Her

“One of the more lyrical and elegant writers on the beat” Daily Kos

The story of the remarkable resurgence of right-wing 
extremists in the United States

OCTOBER 
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 • First publication in paperback 
of the entire 45 volumes of the 
collected works of the renowned 
revolutionary and political thinker.

 • Launched in the centenary year of 
the Russian Revolution.

 • Unavailable for many years.

 • Library marketing campaign.

Politics

544 pages

198 x 129mm

Paperback

£29.99 / $45 / $60CAN

978 1 78663 485 6

Verso

N E W  I N  P A P E R B A C K

Collected Works  
Volume 1
V. I. Lenin
Among the most influential political and social forces of the twentieth 
century, modern communism rests firmly on philosophical, political, 
and economic underpinnings developed by Vladimir Ilyich Ulyanov, 
later known as Lenin. For anyone who seeks to understand the 
twentieth century, capitalism, the Russian Revolution, and the role of 
Communism in the tumultuous political and social movements that 
have shaped the modern world, the works of Lenin offer unparalleled 
insight and understanding. Taken together, they represent a balanced 
cross-section of his revolutionary theories of history, politics, and 
economics; his tactics for securing and retaining power; and his 
vision of a new social and economic order.

This first volume contains four works (“New Economic Developments 
in Peasant Life,” “On the So-Called Market Question,” “What 
the ‘Friends of the People’ Are and How They Fight the Social-
Democrats,” “The Economic Content of Narodism and the Criticism 
of It in Mr. Struve’s Book”) written by Lenin in 1893–1894, at the outset 
of his revolutionary activity, during the first years of the struggle to 
establish a workers’ revolutionary party in Russia.

Vladimir Ilyich Ulyanov, better known by the alias Lenin (1870–
1924), was a Russian communist revolutionary, politician, and 
political theorist. He played a leading role in the Bolshevik revolution 
of October 1917.

“His mind was a remarkable instrument. When its light shone it revealed 
the whole world, its history, its sorrows, its stupidities, its shams, and above 
all its wrongs. It revealed all facts in focus — the most unwelcome, the most 
inspiring — with an equal ray. The intellect was capacious and in some 
phases superb. It was capable of universal comprehension in a degree rarely 
reached among men.” Winston Churchill

Re launch of the Collected Works of the legendary 
revolutionary in  paperback

OCTOBER 
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 • Major historian of Russia with a 
groundbreaking study of the legacy 
of the Revolution.

 • Published in the centenary year of 
the Russian Revolution.

History

256 pages

210 x 140mm

Hardback

£20 / $26.95 / $35.99CAN

978 1 78478 564 2

Verso

Red Flag  
Unfurled
Historians, the Russian Revolution, 
and the Soviet Experience
Ronald Grigor Suny
Reflecting on the fate of the Russian Revolution one hundred years 
after October, Ronald Grigor Suny—one of the world’s leading 
historians of the period—explores the historiographical controversies 
over 1917, Stalinism, and the end of “Communism” and provides an 
assessment of the achievements, costs, losses and legacies of the 
choices made by Soviet leaders. While a quarter century after the 
disintegration of the USSR, the story usually told is one of failure 
and inevitable collapse, Suny reevaluates the promises, missed 
opportunities, achievements, and colossal costs of trying to build 
a kind of “socialism” in the inhospitable environment of peasant 
Russia. He ponders what lessons 1917 provides for Marxism and the 
alternatives to capitalism and bourgeois democracy.

Ronald Grigor Suny is Professor Emeritus of Political Science and 
History at the University of Chicago. His previous books include The 
Soviet Experiment: Russia, the USSR, and the Successor States and A 
State of Nations: Empire and Nation-making in the Age of Lenin and 
Stalin.

Praise for They Can Live in the Desert but Nowhere Else: A History of the 
Armenian Genocide

“Suny is admirably dispassionate in explaining the particular circumstances 
that led the Ottoman government to embark on a policy of mass 
extermination.” Dominic Lawson, Sunday Times

“What distinguishes Suny’s scholarship is a scrupulous attention to context 
and the genuine imperial anxiety of the Young Turks. They Can Live in the 
Desert but Nowhere Else (a title taken from another Talat diktat) is a fair-
minded account. Unsparing in-depicting the viciousness of the killing, 
forced conversions and kidnapping of children and young women, it is 
rigorous in its choice of language and nuance, generous in its empathy but 
implacable in its conclusions.” David Gardner, Financial Times

Reconsidering the Russian Revolution a century later
OCTOBER 
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 • Major exploration of the history of 
work.

 • Reviews across the national press.

History

208 pages

235 x 156mm

Hardback

£16.99 / $26.95 / $35.99CAN

978 1 78663 410 8

Promedia Verlag

Work
The Last 1,000 Years
Andrea Komlosy
Translated by Jacob K. Watson

By the end of the nineteenth century, the general Western conception 
of work had been reduced to simply gainful employment. But 
this limited perspective contrasted sharply with the personal 
experience of most people in the world—whether in colonies, 
developing countries or in the industrializing world. Moreover, from 
a feminist perspective, reducing work and the production of value to 
remunerated employment has never been convincing.

Andrea Komlosy argues in this important intervention that, when we 
examine it closely, work changes its meanings according to different 
historical and regional contexts. Globalizing labour history from 
the thirteenth to the twenty-first centuries, she sheds light on the 
complex coexistence of multiple forms of labour (paid/unpaid, free/
unfree, with various forms of legal regulation and social protection 
and so on) on the local and the world levels. Combining this global 
approach with a gender perspective opens our eyes to the varieties 
of work and labour and their combination in households and 
commodity chains across the planet—processes that enable capital 
accumulation not only by extracting surplus value from wage-labour, 
but also through other forms of value transfer, realized by tapping 
into households’ subsistence production, informal occupation and 
makeshift employment. As the debate about work and its supposed 
disappearance intensifies, Komlosy’s book provides a crucial shift in 
the angle of vision.

Andrea Komlosy is Professor at the Department for Social and 
Economic History at the University of Vienna, Austria, where she is 
coordinator of the Global History and Global Studies programs. She 
has published on labor, migration, borders and uneven development 
on a regional, a European and a global scale. In 2014/15 she was a 
Schumpeter Fellow at the Whetherhead Center for International 
Relations at Harvard University.

“Andrea Komlosy has written an important book on the global history of 
work during the past 800 years ... she thinks about labour on a global scale, 
thus overcoming a deep Eurocentric bias in much of the labour history as it 
exists, and she brings feminist conversations on labour into an analysis of 
virtually all aspects of labour history. Her book is unique, I am not aware of 
any other such volume.” Sven Beckert

Tracing the complexity and contradictory nature  
of work throughout history

OCTOBER 



An extract from Work by Andrea Komlosy

This volume deals with working and labour conditions and 
relations in different areas of the world in historical and 
intercultural comparison. It focuses on the connections between 
differing conditions and relations. 

The hypothesis of simultaneity and the combination of different 
working and labour conditions and relations serves as the basis 
for the representation of these connections. The notion of a linear 
of progressive sequence of modes of production will be rejected 
along with the conditions and relations of work and labour that 
such thinking would entail. Rather, we will concentrate on the 
wide variety of activities that have served people’s survival and 
self-discovery in each historical epoch. Work and labour include 
and encompass market activities as well as subsistence, for naked 
survival and for the satisfaction of luxury and status needs, of 
cultural representation and for the demonstration of power and 
faith. A separation of workplace from home, working hours from 
free time was the exception for a very long time, only coming to 
the fore in the course of the industrial revolution at the turn of 
the eighteenth to nineteenth centuries with the centralization 
of gainful employment in the factories and offices of western 
industrial countries.  But this was not the reality for all people in 
industrial society, where daily work life was shaped by peasant 
agriculture, handicraft, and homework, house and subsistence 
work as well as a wide range of activities with which people without 
regular employment managed to get by. Even less was this true 
of regions in- and outside of Europe in which factory industry 
initially had no or—in the course of catch-up industrialization—
not a dominant role and in which factory work was and is only 
one, an acquisitive form, under many survival activities that are 
carried out in combination with other activities together within 
the household and family. 

The simultaneity and combination of various different working 
and labour conditions and relations are presented in this book 
across six time slices (1250, 1500, 1700, 1800, 1900 and today) and 
in the periods specified thereby.

The year 1250 stands for the concentration of urbanization and 
exchange of goods for daily use in connection with the formation 
of a Eurasian world-system (Abu-Lughod 1989), the dynamics of 
which were dominated in the west by Latin Europe and from the 
Mongolian imperial expansion in the east. Robbery, looting and 
abduction of craftspeople by the nomadic horsemen deprived 
the conquered regions of value, but neither the Mongols nor the 
European powers could impose their control over inter-regional 
division of labour. In the urban crafts, a tool- and quality-oriented 
concept of work began to emerge, one that contrasted from the 
toilsome labour of the home and in agriculture.

The year 1500 represents western European intervention through 
American plantations and mines. The labour that indigenous 
people and slaves provided in the extraction and processing of 
raw materials flowed into western European industry, which 
concentrated on finished goods. Within Europe, too, a division 
of labour arose between the western industrial regions and the 
eastern agrarian regions, which supplied forest products and 
foodstuffs. In the Eurasian context, however, the competence 
centres of industrial production were located in western, southern 

and eastern Asia: European merchants and trading companies 
and their governments did everything they could to participate in 
the intra-Asian trade in spices and industrial items. To do so, they 
used the silver they plundered from the American mines (Frank 
1998).

In 1700, the putting-out system was introduced alongside and in 
competition with the guilds’ craftsmen in urban centres. It was 
driven by merchants and became a new means for self-sufficient 
rural households to produce for the industry. These merchants 
did not limit their inventory to industry goods produced on site, 
they recruited rural producers with their orders into a large-scale 
division of labour, which they centrally controlled, and thereby 
opened up commodity chains of both local and inter-regional 
reach. Asian artisanal craft retained its preeminent status as the 
world’s best with Indian cotton textiles imported into Europe, 
Africa and America by the British East India Company. African 
slave traders accepted Indian textiles as payment; American 
plantation slaves wore clothes from cotton fabric made in India. 
The capitalist world-system (Wallerstein 2011) absorbed the 
various, locally prevalent labour conditions into one unequal 
international division of labour under the auspices of western 
Europe.

In 1800, control over global commodity chains shifted with the 
industrial revolution to the western European regions that—first 
in Great Britain, followed by other European states—centralized 
industrial production in mechanized factories. Mechanization 
brought gainful work out of the house and the workshop into 
the factory. This contributed to a completely new experience 
of what it was to work. From the worker’s side, factory work 
meant being dependent upon wage income. After a period of 
crude exploitation, workers united to improve wages and labour 
conditions. Employers, on the other side, saw labour force as a 
cost, one which brought capital accumulation through the value 
retained in the appropriation of wage labour. Housewives became 
appendages of their husbands; their contribution to the family’s 
survival and to a company’s value creation was not considered 
work. In spite of labour and capital’s antagonist positions, these 
became closely bound together. While this relation in work and 
these labour conditions spread quickly in Europe and were 
solidified in legislation during the nineteenth century, industrial 
producers in Asian regions continued their artisanal and 
decentralized production:  The multiple income and subsistence 
sources that rural households provided allowed theirs to compete 
with factory goods despite lower productivity. The rise of wage 
labour was connected to the overcoming of feudal servitude and 
serfdom: Productivity-oriented discourse also discredited the 
slave trade. New forms of personal dependency arose to replace 
serfdom, villeinage and slavery in the course of the nineteenth 
century, forms that would be more intensely mediated by the 
market. 

Only in 1900 did the narrowing of the concept of work to extra-
domestic gainful employment finally triumph around the globe. 
Economists promised that wagework would successively displace 
from daily existence all other earlier modes of production 
that issued from forms of work like housework, slavery, self-
sufficiency agriculture and artisanal craft. However, such success 



would ultimately be an illusion. But the fact that this new concept 
of work restricted to the notion of wagework nevertheless 
implanted itself into legislation the world over, in governments’ 
projections and plans and the demands of the labour movement 
solidified this concept’s central position in twentieth century 
discourse.  The variety of life-sustaining, income-generating 
and income-supplementing activities continued to exist, yet the 
value creation linked to these activities was overlooked by this 
narrowed concept of work.

As flexibilization of working relations has come into play since 
the 1980s as a result of the crisis of industrial mass production, 
what were considered the “normal working relations and 
labour conditions” were also pushed into the background in the 
industrially developed countries, blowing apart the discourse 
about what is work. Well-established patterns, images and terms 
no longer apply. This helps entrepreneurs, who are increasingly 
acting on a global scale, to push back against labour law standards 
and social-political securities that had been built up by social 
democracy and the social partnership in western Europe and 
by the Communist parties of eastern Europe. Trade unions and 
labour parties can only watch helplessly from the sidelines. While 
the collapse of state socialism in eastern Europe and China’s 
opening-up and reform has discredited the social question, 
making social issues taboo, a global precariat is on the rise. Today 
it is reasonable for us to develop a new conceptual basis for 
debates about the future of work. This book joins in these efforts.

To begin with, several short chapters introduce concepts of work/
labour, the discourses revolving around it and the terminology 
used to talk about it. This foundation serves as the basis for 
an analytical instrument that underlies the chronological 
presentation of the aforementioned time slices and the long-term 
trend.

Each time slice opens with an overview of the political and 
economic fundamentals in the large-scale world-system as 
well as the most important developments of the epoch. This is 
followed by observations about how work and labour relations 
and conditions are combined, first at the level of the household 
in a very small-scale and local sense. The second step entails a 
look at specialization, division of labour and exchange in trans-
regional interactions before, thirdly, the division of labour and 
the combinations of relations and conditions are examined on 
a grand scale. Finally, the line of questioning turns to the long-
term changes in the small-scale, the regional and the global 
combinations of working relations and labour conditions. For 
this purpose, results will be used from a research project at 
the International Institute of Social History (Amsterdam) that 
collected data about various differing forms of work/labour in 
five time slices from 1500 to 2000 in order to complement the 
qualitative with a quantitative perspective.

A representation that does justice to the particularities and 
perspectives of the regions concerned must remain fragmentary, 
for practical reasons. Global history is understood in these time 
slices not in the sense of a complete and uniform treatment of 
changing work and labour relations and conditions in all regions 
of the world, rather as a relational history that follows the change 
of these relations and conditions from one particular regional 
perspective: This way, the issue of trans-regional trade relations, 
commodity chains and labour migration reveals to a multi-level 
system, as it evolves from the specific location of the observer. 

The span of this system stretches, according to the context, so 
far outward that work in one place cannot be understood without 
its connection to work somewhere else. Workforces, households, 
companies and political regulatory authorities are all treated as 
actors in this analysis.

In our representation of the local and regional relations 
of exchange and trade, we prioritise the central European 
standpoint from which we have a view toward the European and 
global perspectives. Continuous multiperspectivity may only 
be achieved in a cooperative project with the involvement of 
researchers with regional expertise from all regions of the world. 
Viewing global history as a relational history from one standpoint 
is nothing out of the ordinary. Most works of world and global 
history depart from a western European or at least western 
perspective, whose key figures and development parameters are 
used as the scale for gauging how other world regions measure 
up. This basis often serves to categorize the others as backwards, 
deviant, deficient or underdeveloped. Eurocentric universalism 
has been confronted in recent years by a multifocal claim, one 
which takes seriously the authority and autonomy of the global 
south. The states and regions of central and eastern Europe are 
often forgotten in these attempts to balance the scales. They 
belong neither to the west nor the south. This is why the local level 
portrayed in this book looks at central Europe, which comprises 
geographically of the Holy Roman Empire or Greater Germany 
and the Habsburg Monarchy and the modern states that arose 
in their wake. Since the sixteenth-century dynamic of European 
expansion shifted from the middle—over the Mediterranean 
through Venice—to the Atlantic, central Europe has played the 
role of a semi-periphery in the capitalist world-system.  Central 
Europe differs from the western states and regions, but also 
from its longer-term and closely connected neighbours in east 
and southern Europe. From the eastward colonization of the 
high middle ages to the eastern enlargement of the European 
Union, one can observe a continuity of the imperial and later 
supranational intervention extending from the German-speaking 
core into the neighbouring regions in the east, who are also 
exposed to the influence of Russia and once to the Ottoman 
Empire on their eastern flank. 

The German-speaking middle of Europe differs historically 
in many respects from the European west. While the western 
European great powers proclaimed world trade and overseas 
colonies for their own, central European expansion was bound 
east and south. It is difficult to recognize internal European 
power and development differentials for what they are not least 
because the European middle was included in the political 
west after the Second World War and the Federal Republic of 
Germany rose to equal western powers within the European 
Union. Unanimously, they participated in stylizing Europe in its 
continuity as the epitome of economic development, political 
constitution and universal values, from which no one would 
want to be excluded. Whoever does not wish to share or strive for 
these values is considered un-European, while the remnants of 
overseas colonialization are viewed unproblematically as parts of 
their European mother countries. One concern of this book is to 
make the reader aware of these internal European differences and 
commonalities as a variant of global relational history.
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 • Major new title on the dangers of 
climate change.

 • For readers of Naomi Klein and 
George Monbiot.

 • Reviews in the national press.

Politics

240 pages

235 x 156mm

Hardback

£16.99 / $26.95 / $35.99CAN

978 1 78478 036 4

Verso

Extreme Cities
The Perils and Promise of Urban Life 
in the Age of Climate Change
Ashley Dawson
How will climate change affect our lives? Where will its impacts be 
most deeply felt? Are we doing enough to protect ourselves from the 
coming chaos? In Extreme Cities, Ashley Dawson argues that cities 
are ground zero for climate change, contributing the lion’s share of 
carbon to the atmosphere, while also lying on the frontlines of rising 
sea levels. Today, the majority of the world’s megacities are located in 
coastal zones, yet few of them are adequately prepared for the floods 
that will increasingly menace their shores. Instead, most continue to 
develop luxury waterfront condos for the elite and industrial facilities 
for corporations. These not only intensify carbon emissions, but also 
place coastal residents at greater risk when water levels rise.

In Extreme Cities, Dawson offers an alarming portrait of the future 
of our cities, describing the efforts of Staten Island, New York, 
and Shishmareff, Alaska residents to relocate; Holland’s models 
for defending against the seas; and the development of New York 
City before and after Hurricane Sandy. Our best hope lies not with 
fortified sea walls, he argues. Rather, it lies with urban movements 
already fighting to remake our cities in a more just and equitable way. 
As much a harrowing study as a call to arms  Extreme Cities is a 
necessary read for anyone concerned with the threat of global 
warming, and of the cities of the world.

Ashley Dawson is a professor of English at the City University of 
New York, and the author of Extinction: A Radical History.

Praise for Extinction

“The most accessible and politically engaged examination of the current 
mass extinction.” Los Angeles Review of Books

“Succinct and moving.” Jasbir Puar, author of Terrorist Assemblages

A cutting exploration of how cities drive climate change 
while being on the frontlines of the coming climate crisis

OCTOBER 
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Climate Leviathan
A Political Theory of Our Planetary 
Future
Geoff Mann and Joel Wainwright
Despite all the science and summits, leading capitalist states have not 
managed to mitigate anything close to an adequate level of carbon 
emissions. There is no way the world will warm less than the critical 
2�C threshold. What are the likely political-economic outcomes? 
Where is our warming world headed? Possibilities in the struggle 
for climate justice depend on our capacity to anticipate where the 
existing global order is likely to go. Climate Leviathan provides 
a radical way of thinking about how environmental change will 
intensify existing challenges to global order, unearthing the forces 
for a planetary variation on existing forms of sovereignty. Drawing on 
a wide range of political thought, Wainwright and Mann argue that 
rapid climate change will transform global political economy and 
our world’s basic political arrangements, leading toward a capitalist 
planetary sovereignty. Alternative futures must be constructed in the 
face of these transformations.

Geoff Mann is Director of the Centre for Global Political Economy, 
Simon Fraser University. He is the author most recently of In the 
Long Run We Are All Dead: Keynesianism, Political Economy and 
Revolution. 

Joel Wainwright, associate professor at Ohio State, is author of 
Geopiracy and Decolonizing Development, which won the Blaut 
award.

Praise for In the Long Run We Are All Dead

“[Mann] treats Keynesianism as the alternative to economic collapse and/or 
revolution and argues that insofar as leftists have come to embrace it, they 
have quite explicitly given up hope for an alternative to capitalism.” Dean 
Baker, author of The End of Loser Liberalism

“A detailed, fast-flowing account of how repeatedly guileful Keynesianism 
crisis management has saved the elite by reengineering tragedy … rewarding 
reading.” Danny Dorling, author of Inequality and the 1%

“Mann makes it clear that Keynes’s critique of liberalism can be found 
already in Hegel; and that now we need to leave behind the caution of 
the great philosopher and the great economist, thus realizing a radical 
alternative to capitalism. This is a provocative, original and brilliant book.” 
Domenico Losurdo, author of Liberalism: A Counter-History

How climate change will affect our political theory  
— for better and worse

OCTOBER 
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 • Essential reading for those in search 
of new, progressive political ideas.

 • Essay on neoliberalism in the 
Guardian was shared over 650,000 
times.

 • For fans of Naomi Klein, Paul 
Mason, Thomas Frank and Owen 
Jones.

 • Extract in national newspaper — 
review coverage across the national 
press.
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Out of the Wreckage
Finding Hope in the Age of Crisis
George Monbiot
Mainstream politics is stuck, torn between the redundant doctrines of 
Keynesianism and neoliberalism. Neither have much to offer a world 
facing environmental collapse, civic breakdown and a gathering 
crisis of permanent unemployment. This dismal, managerial politics 
fails to articulate a vision of a better world, driving people towards the 
anti-politics offered by Donald Trump and others. What is urgently 
needed is a positive, propositional vision that can re-engage people 
in politics. 

In Out of the Wreckage, Monbiot seeks out the best new ideas and 
streamlines them into a coherent, inspiring story that describes 
the present and shows the way to a better future. He explains how 
communities can be rebuilt, how economies can be recharged 
without destroying the living planet and how politics can once more 
inspire and thrill. By developing the new narrative we seek, this book 
helps to provide political movements with the focus and direction 
required to change the world.

George Monbiot writes a weekly column for the Guardian and 
is the author of a number of books, including How Did We Get Into 
This Mess?; Heat: How to Stop the Planet Burning; The Age of Consent: 
A Manifesto for a New World Order; Captive State: The Corporate 
Takeover of Britain and Feral: Rewilding the Land, Sea and Human 
Life. He recently helped to found Rewilding Britain, which seeks to 
redefine people’s relationship to the living world.

“A dazzling command of science and relentless faith in people … I never miss 
reading him.” Naomi Klein

“What most impresses in Monbiot’s clever, elegant writing is the way he 
strives to think beyond protest towards realistic, representative solutions to 
the problems of world politics and trade.” The Times

“His passion for social and ecological justice is undimmed by twenty-first-
century cynicism. His desire for knowledge across the widest gamut of 
subjects (scientific, historical, political and cultural) enables him to reach 
places which are foreign territory to many of us.” Herald (Glasgow)

“A writer of eloquence and passion.” Observer

What does the good life—and the good society— 
look like in the twenty-first century?

OCTOBER 
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Graphic Novel / Biography
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Verso 

978 1 84467 168 7

N E W  E D I T I O N

Che
A Graphic Biography
Spain Rodriguez
Edited by Paul Buhle

Since his murder 50 years ago in Bolivia, Ernesto “Che” Guevara has 
become a universally known revolutionary icon and political figure 
whose image is among the most recognizable in the world. This 
dramatic and extensively researched book breathes new life into his 
story, portraying his struggle through the medium of the underground 
political comic—one of the most prominent countercultural art 
forms since the 1960s. 

Spain Rodriguez’s powerful artwork illuminates Che’s life and the 
experiences that shaped him, from his motorcycle journey through 
Latin America, his rise to prominence as a leader in Fidel Castro’s 
revolutionary movement, his travels in Africa, his involvement in 
the insurgency that led to his death in Bolivia, and his extraordinary 
legacy.

Spain Rodriguez was one of the most best-known artists in the 
comix underground. He (along with Robert Crumb) was one of 
the original members of Zap Comics and has a reputation as an 
outstanding political artist. He was the author of several other graphic 
novels, including the highly acclaimed Nightmare Alley. His work is 
prominently featured in BLAB!, an annual comic anthology that has 
also featured Charles Burns, Mark Mothersbaugh, Daniel Clowes and 
Chris Ware. He died in 2012.

“Spain is one of the true giants of the comics medium. He is a singular artist; 
his work is unmistakable.” Joe Sacco

“Spain’s take on Che is brilliant and radical.” Art Spiegelman

On the fiftieth anniversary of Che’s death a new edition  
of the bestselling graphic biography

OCTOBER 
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 • New collection of essays by highly 
acclaimed contemporary artist.

 • Author has exhibited worldwide, 
has work in the Tate Modern and 
publication coincides with a new 
major exhibition.

 • Author named number seven in the 
Art Review Power 100.

 • For readers of Martha Rosler, Claire 
Bishop and Boris Groys.

Art

240 pages 

20 integrated B/W
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Hardback

£16.99 / $24.95 / $33CAN
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Verso

Duty Free Art
Art in the Age of Planetary Civil War
Hito Steyerl
In Duty Free Art, filmmaker and writer Hito Steyerl wonders how we 
can appreciate, or even make art in the present age. What can we do 
when arms manufacturers sponsor museums and some of the world’s 
most valuable artworks are used as a fictional currency in a global 
futures market that has nothing to do with the works themselves? 
Can we distinguish between creativity and the digital white noise 
that bombards our everyday lives? Exploring artifacts as diverse as 
video games, Wikileaks files, the proliferation of spam, and political 
actions, she exposes the paradoxes within globalization, political 
economies, visual culture, and the status of art production.

Hito Steyerl is one of the leading artists working in video today. Her 
work explores the divisions between art philosophy and politics. She 
has had solo exhibitions at, amongst others, MOCA, Los Angeles; 
Reina Sofia, Madrid; ICA, London and has participated in the Venice 
Biennale, Shanghai Biennale, documenta and Manifesta. Her work is 
in the permanent collection of the Tate Modern. She is the author of 
The Wretched of the Screen and writes in numerous periodicals. She 
is currently a professor of new media art at the Berlin University of 
the Arts.

“Steyerl refuses to nail down a single idea or insist on a point of view. 
Instead, we get art—her video—as an act of moral thinking-in-progress. In a 
very of-the-moment, digital-age way, the logic of that thinking is fractured, 
the nature of morality suspect. But a belief in the necessity of thinking, 
restlessly, politically, never is in doubt.” New York Times

“Faced with a world lacking the stable ground necessary to base proper 
metaphysical claims or foundational political myths, one populated by 
questionable images, institutions and identities, Steyerl’s practice—her 
example – retains a clear message: agency is still possible; one can still act, if 
only to needle and pick at representations in order to expose the conditions 
of manipulation, exploitation and affect underlying their appearance.”  
Art Review

“Steyerl’s art is extremely rich, dense and rewarding ... With Steyerl, you 
can’t always tell fact from fabulation, where the jokes end and seriousness 
begins, what is truth and what is a lie. A pleasure in art can unhinge us in 
everyday life, where we are undone by falsehoods at every turn.” Adrian 
Searle, Guardian

What is the function of art in the era of digital 
globalization?

OCTOBER 
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 • In 2015, the Joseph Rowntree 
Foundation reported 1,252,000 
people—including 312,000 children 
—were destitute at some point in 
the year: two thirds were “in work”.

 • Explores the true costs of austerity 
through the lives of those most 
affected.

 • Extract in national newspaper.

 • Reviews in the national press.

 • Events across the UK.

Politics

336 pages

210 x 140mm

Hardback

£16.99 / $26.95 / $35.99CAN

978 1 78663 463 4

Verso

The New Poverty
Stephen Armstrong
Today 13 million people are living in poverty in the UK. According 
to a 2017 report, 1 in 5 children live below the poverty line. The new 
poor, however, are an even larger group than these official figures 
suggest. They are more often than not in work, living precariously 
and betrayed by austerity policies that make affordable good 
quality housing, good health and secure employment increasingly 
unimaginable.

In The New Poverty investigative journalist Stephen Armstrong travels 
across Britain to tell the stories of those who are most vulnerable. It 
is the story of an unreported Britain, abandoned by politicians and 
betrayed by the retreat of the welfare state. As benefit cuts continue 
and in-work poverty soars, he asks what long-term impact this will 
have on post-Brexit Britain and—on the seventy-fifth anniversary of 
the 1942 Beveridge report—what we can do to stop the destruction of 
our welfare state.

Stephen Armstrong is a journalist and author. He writes extensively 
for the Sunday Times, the Daily Telegraph and the Guardian. He also 
appears occasionally on Radio 4 and Radio 2. His books include War 
PLC, The Super-Rich Shall Inherit the Earth and The Road to Wigan 
Pier Revisited.

Praise for The Road to Wigan Pier Revisited:

“Armstrong has gone to Wigan to expose a situation with depressing echoes 
of Orwell’s day: huge inequalities of wealth, comfort and life chances 
unaddressed by a government composed of distant, unsympathetic 
plutocrats and public schoolboys ... The reasons for this apparent social shift, 
this new, ugly, public face of a lumpen proletariat Orwell rarely encountered, 
are many and complex. Most of them are surveyed in this forceful book. It is 
powerful stuff.” Stuart Maconie, Guardian

“Back in 1936, Orwell asked why people should live in poverty and despair in 
one of the richest countries in the world? Now, as this book shows, the cold 
hand of poverty is back. It is time to ask this government the same question: 
Why?” Mirror

“Defines the state of the nation.” Big Issue

“A great anecdote-rich account of poverty in twenty-first century Britain.” 
RSA Comment

We are living in an age with unprecedented levels of poverty. 
Who are the new poor? And what can we do about it?

OCTOBER 



An extract from The New Poverty by Stephen Armstrong

In May 2016, the Joseph Rowntree Foundation added a new 
measurement to its bleak scorecard – destitution. This described 
someone facing two or more of the following in a single month 
- sleeping rough, having one or no meals a day for two or more 
days, being unable to heat or to light your home for five or more 
days, going without weather-appropriate clothes or without basic 
toiletries. 

Researchers found that, across 2015, 1,252,000 people - including 
312,000 children - faced destitution at some point in the year. 
That’s roughly 2% of the population in the world’s fifth largest 
economy struggling to eat, keep warm and clean, and find a bed 
for the night. 

In April 2015 I met Graham and Lisa Sopp in Folkestone – and saw 
what destitution looks like. The previous June, the couple had 
been living in Maidstone; Graham, in his early 50s, was working as 
a security guard at a large supermarket and Lisa, who’d just turned 
40, was a cleaner in an office building. When a combination of 
workplace injury and changes to staff at the supermarket lead to 
Graham’s contract not being renewed, Lisa suggested they move 
to nearby Folkestone, her old home town where a few of her family 
still lived. Her company, Initial, said they had work for her there 
and because Graham had served in the Royal Navy – he was on 
the submarine Conqueror during the Falklands War – the Royal 
British Legion said they could help them provide the deposit for 
a new flat. 

So they left most of their stuff in Graham’s brother’s garage and 
headed to Folkestone with two suitcases, two carrier bags and a 
tent which they pitched in a friend’s garden to sleep for two nights 
before the deposit came through and they could move in to the 
new place. It was a warm summer and the tent made it feel a little 
like a holiday. On June 15th Graham signed on, and they started 
planning the next step in their life.

And then the British Legion phoned and said – you’ve made 
yourself intentionally homeless. We’re not going to help you. 
Without the necessary money to secure the flat, they went to 
Folkestone council to discuss housing benefit, where they were 
told the same thing. Intentionally homeless. You left a good flat. 
We can’t help you. 

The benefits were delayed – the couple would be called in to show 
the same documents over and over again – so they rapidly spent the 
little savings they had and slept in the tent for four more weeks – 
initially in the friend’s garden, then on the cliffs. There’s a beach 
a little down the coast from Folkestone called The Warren where a 
small community of homeless men had built a kind of shanty town, 
but they wanted to stay clear of that. They knew this was temporary. 
They weren’t really homeless, they kept insisting to themselves.

Around this time, Graham’s shoulder injury, which he’d assumed 
was no more than a sprain earned when hauling heavy bins 
around the supermarket forecourt, began to deteriorate rapidly. 
At the same time Lisa’s job was in doubt. Initial had been taken 
over by Interserve and old promises had little value. In the end she 
decided she needed to care for Graham. He was in constant pain 
– some movements provoked cramping. Sometimes, lying still for 
too long, especially on a wet or windy day, sent his muscle into 
spasm and he’d shake with the agony of it all. 

They started walking the cliff top, discussing – initially casually, 
finally seriously – how they would commit suicide. Hearing 
Graham explain how they’d found the perfect spot and how they’d 
worked out how exactly how many steps it would take to clear the 
edge of the cliff and fall straight down – is hard. He’s clearly been a 
big man, although he seems to have shrunk – he’s slim and moves 
carefully. 

The day before they planned to jump, he explained - four weeks 
after they’d arrived in Folkestone - a friendly housing officer 
told them about the Rainbow Centre, a church run care centre 
perched above a café on Sandgate Street, which offers washing 
and drying facilities as well as help with official forms, to advice on 
accommodation and supplies of emergency food every weekday 
morning. From 2013 to 2014, the number of people using the centre 
had risen by 27% to some 600 people.

While they were there, Graham’s shoulder went into spasm and 
he started having what appeared to be a seizure. The practice 
manager Richard Bellamy tried to phone for an ambulance but the 
couple stopped him – they had no money. No benefits, no savings. 
They couldn’t afford the transport back from the hospital. 

Richard got them in to an NHS Walk-In centre the next day and 
Graham was diagnosed with adhesive capsulitis, damage to the 
connective tissue around the shoulder joint. He’d lost around 15% 
of the muscle in the damaged arm through slow atrophy. 

The Rainbow Centre helped them find temporary accommodation 
at a place called Pavilion Court, built as a hotel in the 1950s but 
now a first-rung-on-the-ladder hostel/block of flats. They had a 
single room with shower, kitchen area and bed/living area. The 
walls were black with mould and bare wires hung out of the walls. 
The man in the flat next to them was an alcoholic – he had a white 
dog that he’d never take for a walk and would batter and kick every 
time it made a mess. The man opposite had random callers at all 
hours of the day and night – they’d bang on his door and demand to 
be let in. On the other side was Craig, a nice guy – but an alcoholic 
and a petty thief. 

The couple were terrified – Graham came from a military family 
but only had one useful arm. They kept their door locked and hid 
all of Graham’s prescription pain medicine for fear of attracting 
junkies. The day we met, they’d just heard that, after six months 
in this damp single room, they had a one bedroom flat in town. 
Although, just as they were about to move in, Graham found lumps 
on his neck and groin and was waiting for a biopsy to see if they’re 
malignant. “It’d be nice to get a bit of a break,” he sighed. 

The Sopp’s story is dramatic and shocking – there’s want, illness, 
unemployment, bad housing and, to a degree, ignorance. The 
things they didn’t know – and the things people they relied on 
didn’t know – made things so much worse. When the Archbishop 
of Canterbury Justin Welby met the couple at the Rainbow Centre 
in 2014 – accompanied by a Daily Telegraph journalist – the cleric 
told the reporter: “there is no system in the world that will stop 
people having huge problems, but we must have a structure of 
support for people that meets not merely their financial needs but 
also their need to be treated as distinct human beings of infinite 
value.”



That sentiment is an echo of Beveridge, who wrote in his conclusion  
– “the plan leaves room and encouragement to all individuals to 
win for themselves something above the national minimum, to 
find and to satisfy and to produce the means of satisfying new 
and higher needs.” And yet, this book will argue, thanks to policy, 
attitudinal and economic changes over the past three decades, 
the opposite is happening. Those structures of support that have 
been in place from the family to the state are now more than ever 
abandoning those most in need. 

This has not happened overnight – charities like the Joseph 
Rowntree Foundation and the Resolution Foundation, Shelter, 
Crisis and Women’s Aid have all been campaigning on these issues 
for years. And yet, if anything, we care less about poverty and its 
ill-effects now than we have at almost any time over the past 

Work from National Centre for Social Research in 2011, for instance, 
compared public attitudes to welfare and unemployment between 
1983 and 2011 and found the most recent interviewees to hold the 
harshest views. In 1994, for instance, just 15% of the public thought 
people live in need because of laziness or a lack of willpower – 
which rose to 23% in 2010. Slightly more than one third of those 
surveyed believed that most people on benefits are fiddling and 
that many people don’t really deserve any help. 

Over the summer and autumn of 2016, the US FrameWorks 
Institute – which advises NGOs on social attitudes - conducted a 
series of in-depth interviews with members of the British public 
in London, Liverpool, Manchester, Belfast, Edinburgh and Cardiff. 
The researchers found that the dominant British ideas about what 
poverty looks like centred on the idea of basic needs – a subsistence 
level existence where food, shelter, clothing, heat and sanitation 
are unaffordable. This understanding of needs is set against wants 
- resources that are nice to have, but not necessary for survival. 
One interviewee told the team: “It’s just having somewhere to stay, 
and having the basics of water, food, somewhere to wash your 
clothes and stuff like that – just healthy, hygienic stuff. I think TV’s 
a luxury.” While it was clear that the interviewees believed that 
society had some responsibility to help people meet basic needs, 
the benefits system was flawed. Many felt that benefits were ‘often 
used for wants rather than true needs.’

Attitudes have clearly been affected by the way politicians and the 
British media have demonised benefit claimants for many years. 
In Justice Leveson’s Inquiry into the Culture, Practices and Ethics 
of the Press he criticised inaccurate reporting on disability and 
welfare benefits, saying ‘the inaccuracy appears to be the result 
of the title’s agenda taking precedence or assuming too great a 
significance over and beyond the facts of the underlying story’. 

A survey by Full Fact of stories discussing benefits during the 
2015 election campaign found the nouns most frequently used 
alongside the word benefit were cap, fraud, system, claimant, 
sanction, scrounger, bill, cut, payment, cheat, tourism and scam. 
Stories of huge families living on housing and child benefit or 
accounts of wily benefit scams vastly overestimate the scale of 
both problems on a weekly basis. 

The report found that there were only 87,300 families of all kinds 
with five or more children in receipt of child benefit, out of a total of 
7,461,700 families - representing one per cent of the total, in other 
words. “The prominence of this story in the newspaper articles in 
our analysis therefore does not appear to reflect the incidence of 
this type of claimant,” Full Fact concluded, dryly.

Over the past 5 years, meanwhile, more than 85% of benefit fraud 
allegations made by the public proved to be false – with only 0.7% 
of benefits expenditure accounted for by fraud, amounting to 
roughly £1.3 billion per year, while figures from the HMRC on the 
tax ‘gap’ for 2013/4 show a £34 billion shortfall between what’s due 
and what was collected (1). 

Beveridge believed in a society where those at the bottom were 
helped by those who had more than their basic subsistence needs. 
He saw tax and national insurance as the simplest, cheapest routes 
to this. 75 years on, we’re in a society that venerates the wealthy and 
scorns the lowly – and we are misdirected by the absence of certain 
stories… comparing the cost to the UK of benefit fraud against tax 
evasion, for instance. According to figures from the Department 
of Work and Pensions, JSA fraud accounted for £70 million in the 
2015/16 financial year – although with some £20 million underpaid 
by the DWP, the state’s coffers are down £50 million. 

That’s roughly the same amount that comedian Jimmy Carr, 
England striker Wayne Rooney, football managers Kenny Dalglish, 
Arsene Wenger and Roy Hodgson and Status Quo’s Rick Parfitt 
cost the taxpayer when they invested in a real estate based tax 
avoidance scheme. The scheme - revealed in December 2016 – gave 
investors £131 million in tax relief, even though they only invested 
a total of £79m.

With pension credits, fraud tops £160 million – neatly matched 
by the £160 million Sir Philip Green and his family denied the 
taxpayer after funnelling money from BHS through a series of 
loopholes and offshore companies. (2)

The figures for housing benefit are more dramatic - £1,000 million 
lost to fraud with £340 million underpaid, giving a net loss of £660 
million. In November 2016, HMRC and the National Audit Office 
revealed £1.9 billion is owed in taxes by ‘wealthy individuals’ 
including £1.1 billion relating to tax avoidance schemes marketed 
at wealthy investors. You would expect at least a similar level of 
coverage for such cheats.

And yet to blame the media coverage and political grandstanding 
alone is too simplistic. Journalists and campaigners engaged 
in discussing poverty are equally confined to a rigid set of 
stories – and have tended to inadvertently feed in to the idea of 
the deserving poor by illustrating tales of systemic failure with 
achingly innocent victims, as with films like ‘I, Daniel Blake’, 
which draws on the horrific treatment meted out to sick or disabled 
people when assessed for fitness to work by box ticking forms and 
computer algorithm. 

Those stories are powerful – and an important counter to the 
demonization of welfare recipients and the low paid. But by telling 
those stories in black and white narratives of social justice, we miss 
the systemic nature of poverty. And so, as poverty rises inexorably, 
we’re unprepared and unwilling to understand what’s going on. 
The great danger we face in failing to tackle poverty isn’t just the 
cost to society. It’s the risk to our future. 
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Politics
400 pages
198 x 129mm
Paperback
£11.99 / $16.95 / $22.99CAN
978 1 78663 044 5
Verso
978 1 78478 711 0

OCTOBER 
N E W  I N  P A P E R B A C K

Age of Folly
America Abandons Its Democracy
Lewis H. Lapham
America’s leading essayist on the frantic retreat of democracy, in the fire and 
smoke of the war on terror.

Lewis H. Lapham is Founding Editor of Lapham’s Quarterly and Editor 
Emeritus of Harper’s. His columns received the National Magazine Award in 
1995 for exhibiting “an exhilarating point of view in an age of conformity” and, 
in 2002, the Thomas Paine Journalism Award. His other books include Money 
and Class in America, Hotel America and Waiting for the Barbarians.

“[Illustrates] how and why our democracy has given way to a dysfunctional plutocracy 
of the super-rich, by the super-rich, and for the super-rich. Taken together, the book’s 
essays, published between 1990 and 2016 in Lapham’s Quarterly and Harper’s, serve as 
a powerful and alarming American history … With Age of Folly, Lapham provides the 
historical context needed to understand our current political moment.” Adam Boretz, 
The Millions

“Without doubt our greatest satirist—elegant, honorable, learned and fair. I love reading 
him.” Kurt Vonnegut

“The combination of Lapham’s urbane prose and lethal wit … makes for delightful 
reading.” Forbes
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Politics
224 pages
198 x 129mm
Paperback
£9.99 / $16.95 / $22.99CAN
978 1 78478 474 4
Verso
978 1 78478 471 3

OCTOBER 
N E W  I N  P A P E R B A C K

Violent Borders
Refugees and the Right to Move
Reece Jones
In Violent Borders, Jones crosses the migrant trails of the world, documenting the 
billions of dollars spent on border security projects and their dire consequences 
for countless millions. While the poor are restricted by the lottery of birth to 
slum dwellings in the aftershocks of decolonization, the wealthy travel without 
constraint, exploiting pools of cheap labor and lax environmental regulations. 

Newly updated with a discussion of Brexit and the Trump administration, 
Violent Borders is a carefully wrought exploration of how the growth of borders 
is exacerbating climate change, wealth inequality and migrant deaths.

Reece Jones is a professor of geography at the University of Hawaii in Manoa 
and the author of Border Walls.
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 • Published on the centenary of the 
Balfour Declaration and 60 years on 
from the Six-Day War.

 • Author is a leading activist in the 
Palestine Solidarity Campaign (PSC).

 • For readers of Ilan Pappé, Avi 
Shlaim and Norman Finkelstein.

 • Reviews in national press.

History

288 pages

210 x 140mm

Hardback

£16.99 / $26.95 / $35.99CAN

978 1 78663 247 0

Verso

The Balfour Declaration
Empire, the Mandate and Resistance 
in Palestine
Bernard Regan
On November 2, 1917, the British government, represented by Foreign 
Minister Arthur Balfour, declared that they were in favor of “the 
establishment in Palestine of a national home for the Jewish people.” 
This short note would be one of the most controversial documents of 
its time. 

A hundred years after its signing, Bernard Regan recasts the history 
of the Balfour Declaration as one of the major events in the story of 
the Middle East. Offering new insights into the imperial rivalries 
between Britain, Germany and the Ottomans, Regan exposes British 
policy in the region as part of a larger geopolitical game. Yet, even 
then, the course of events was not straightforward and Regan charts 
the debates within the British government and the Zionist movement 
itself on the future of Palestine. 

The book also provides a revealing account of life in Palestinian 
society at the time, paying particular attention to the responses 
of Palestinian civil society to the imperial machinations that 
threatened their way of life. Not just a history of states and policies, 
Regan manages to brilliantly present both a history of people under 
colonialism and an account of the colonizers themselves.

Bernard Regan served for twenty five years on the National Executive 
of the National Union of Teachers. He has been publicly campaigning 
since 1982 in support of the rights of the Palestinian people to self-
determination, for much of that time as an executive member of 
the Palestine Solidarity Campaign. He was the principal author of 
the groundbreaking resolution adopted in 2006 by the Trade Union 
Congress in support of Palestinian rights. He gained his PhD in 2016 
studying with the Palestinian historian Professor Nur Masalha. He 
has contributed to journals including the Journal of Holy Land and 
Palestine Studies.

The true history of the imperial deal that transformed  
the Middle East and sealed the fate of Palestine

NOVEMBER 
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 • The Rise of Islamic State sold over 
50,000 copies worldwide.

 • Author considered one of the most 
incisive commentators on the crisis 
of the middle east and is in constant 
media demand.

 • Looks at the future of Syria and the 
final battle with ISIS.

 • Well received in hardback.

History

464 pages

198 x 129mm

Paperback

£12.99 / $19.95 / $25.95CAN

978 1 78663 042 1

OR Books

978 1 78478 449 2

N E W  I N  P A P E R B A C K

The Age of Jihad
Islamic State and the Great War for 
the Middle East
Patrick Cockburn
The Age of Jihad is the most in-depth analysis of the regional crisis in 
the Middle East to date.

2001 heralded a new age of disintegration in the Middle East. This 
has had a murderous impact on the people who live there but also the 
world beyond. Beginning with the US-led invasion of Afghanistan, 
Cockburn explores the vast geopolitical struggle that is the Sunni–
Shia conflict, a clash that shapes the war on terror, western military 
interventions, the evolution of the insurgency, the civil wars in 
Yemen, Libya and Syria, the Arab Spring, the fall of regional dictators, 
and the rise of Islamic State.

Patrick Cockburn is a Middle East correspondent for the 
Independent and has previously worked for the Financial Times. 
He has written three books on Iraq’s recent history, including the 
National Book Circle Awards–shortlisted The Occupation. He won 
the Martha Gellhorn Prize in 2005, the James Cameron Prize in 2006 
and the Orwell Prize for Journalism in 2009. More recently he has 
been awarded Foreign Commentator of the Year at the 2013 Editorial 
Intelligence Comment Awards, Foreign Affairs Journalist of the Year 
at the 2014 British Journalism Awards and Foreign Reporter of the 
Year at the 2014 Press Awards.

“A fine and courageous journalist, who has displayed a sustained 
commitment to laying bare the tribulations of the Middle East ... This book 
confirms Cockburn’s reputation as a reporter and analyst.” Max Hastings, 
Sunday Times

“This book is required reading for anyone who wants to try to understand the 
disaster. It should be compulsory reading for politicians, diplomats, defence 
chiefs and the academic think-tanks whose members make confident 
predictions, usually confounded by what follows.” Allan Massie, Scotland on 
Sunday

“It is a brilliant tour d’horizon of the new wars, a chronicle compiled from 
despatches, notes and diaries. No one could be better placed for this task and 
no one else could have produced such a lucid and comprehensive account.” 
Robert Fox, Evening Standard

“Quite simply, the best Western journalist at work in the Middle East today.” 
Seymour M. Hersh

From the award-winning author of The Rise of Islamic State, 
the essential story of the Middle East’s disintegration

NOVEMBER 
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 • For readers of Mike Davis, Ruth 
Gilmore, Michelle Alexander and 
David Harvey.

 • Author events in UK and US.

 • Rising star in field of critical 
geography.

History

208 pages

235 x 156mm

Paperback

£16.99 / $24.95 / $33CAN

978 1 78663 270 8

Hardback

£60 / $95 / $125CAN

978 1 78663 499 3

Verso

City of Segregation
One Hundred Years of Struggle  
For Housing in Los Angeles
Andrea Gibbons
Racism has been central to the way that the city of Los Angeles—
and all US cities—have formed and grown. There is a long, ugly 
history of state-supported segregation, the violent local defence 
of white neighbourhood and racial boundaries with continuing 
police oppression, ever growing political and economic inequalities, 
the drive to neoliberalization and privatisation, and today’s mass 
displacement of communities of colour in central areas—a process 
too often described as incidental. This book attempts to explain what 
Ruth Wilson Gilmore calls these death-dealing differences. 

City of Segregation traces one hundred years of the struggle against 
segregation in Los Angeles; from the struggles that together ended 
de jure segregation in 1948, to the campaign that resulted in the 
1964 prohibition of de facto discrimination and the 2006 fight to 
implement strict controls over private security forces and to preserve 
over ten thousand residential hotel units in the heart of gentrifying 
downtown. Gibbons contends that the study of these struggles, of 
the cycles of victory and retreat reveals the true shape and nature of 
the racist logics that must be fought if we have any hope of replacing 
them with a just city.

Andrea Gibbons is a reseacher at the Sustainable Housing and Urban 
Studies Unit (SHUSU) at the University of Salford. She completed her 
doctorate in geography at the London School of Economics and holds 
a Masters from UCLA in Urban Planning. She is a writer, editor and 
educator with ten years of organizing experience in Central and South 
Central L.A. working on issues of community planning and civic 
participation, immigration rights, development and regeneration, 
slum housing and public health. She sits on the editorial board of the 
academic journal City.

A majestic one-hundred-year study of segregation in  
Los Angeles

NOVEMBER 
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 • Part of the Verso Futures series.

 • Author of the acclaimed Fossil 
Capital.

 • A key new title in the political theory 
of the environment.

 • For those studying the concept of 
the anthropocene.

An attack on the idea that nature and society are 
impossible to distinguish from each other

OCTOBER 

V E R S O  F U T U R E S

Progress of this Storm
On Society and Nature in a Warming 
World
Andreas Malm
In a world careening towards climate chaos, nature is dead. It can 
no longer be separated from society. Everything is a blur of hybrids, 
where humans possess no exceptional agency that sets them apart 
from dead matter. But is it really so? In this blistering polemic 
and theoretical manifesto, Andreas Malm develops a contrary 
argument: in a warming world, nature comes roaring back, and 
it is more important than ever to distinguish between the natural 
and the social. Only with a unique agency attributed to humans 
can resistance become conceivable. Deflating several prominent 
currents in contemporary theory—constructionism, hybridism, new 
materialism, posthumanism—and submitting the influential work of 
Bruno Latour to particularly biting critique, Malm shows that action 
against fossil fuels is best served by a theory that takes nature, society 
and the dialectics between them very seriously indeed.

Andreas Malm teaches human ecology at Lund University, Sweden. 
He is the author, with Shora Esmailian, of Iran on the Brink: Rising 
Workers and Threats of War, and of Fossil Capital, which won the 
Isaac and Tamara Deutscher Memorial Prize.

Praise for Fossil Capital:

“Malm forcefully unmasks the assumption that economic growth has 
inevitably brought us to the brink of a hothouse Earth. Rather, as he shows 
in a subtle and surprising reinterpretation of the Industrial Revolution, it has 
been the logic of capital, not technology or even industrialism per se, that 
has driven global warming.” Mike Davis, author of Planet of Slums 

“A theoretical masterpiece and a political-economic-ecological manifesto. 
It looks unblinkingly at the catastrophe that could await human society if 
we fail to act on the words System Change or Climate Change. It is a book 
that I will return to again and again—and take notes.” John Bellamy Foster, 
University of Oregon, author of Marx’s Ecology

“The definitive deep history on how our economic system created the 
climate crisis. Superb, essential reading from one of the most original 
thinkers on the subject.” Naomi Klein, author of This Changes Everything
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Politics

240 pages

198 x 129mm

Paperback

£9.99 / $16.95 / $22.99CAN

978 1 78663 415 3

Hardback

£50 / $80 / $92CAN

978 1 78663 489 4

Verso
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 • Part of the Verso Futures series.

Philosophy

96 pages

198 x 129mm

Paperback

£9.99 / $16.95 / $22.99CAN

978 1 78478 577 2

Hardback

£50 / $80 / $92CAN

978 1 78478 576 5

S. Fischer Verlag

V E R S O  F U T U R E S

Psychopolitics
Neoliberalism and New  
Technologies of Power
Byung-Chul Han
Translated by Jacob Watson

Byung-Chul Han, a star of German philosophy, continues his 
passionate critique of neoliberalism, trenchantly describing a 
regime of technological domination that, in contrast to Foucault’s 
biopower, has discovered the productive force of the psyche. In the 
course of discussing all the facets of neoliberal psychopolitics fueling 
our contemporary crisis of freedom, Han elaborates an analytical 
framework that provides an original theory of Big Data and a lucid 
phenomenology of emotion. But this provocative essay proposes 
counter models too, presenting a wealth of ideas and surprising 
alternatives at every turn.

Byung-Chul Han, studied metallurgy in Korea, then philosophy, 
German literature and Catholic theology in Freiburg and Munich. 
He has taught philosophy at the University of Basel, and philosophy 
and media theory at the School for Design in Karlsruhe. In 2012, he 
was appointed professor at the Berlin University of the Arts. Han’s 
other works available in English include The Burnout Society, The 
Transparency Society and The Agony of Eros.

“The new star of German philosophy.” El País

“What is new about new media? These are philosophical questions for 
Byung-Chul Han, and precisely here lies the appeal of his essays.” Die Welt

“In Psychopolitics, critique of the media and of capitalism fuse into the 
coherent picture of a society that has been both blinded and paralyzed by 
alien forces. Confident and compelling.” Spiegel Online

Exploring how neoliberalism has discovered the  
productive force of the psyche

NOVEMBER 
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Sociology

656 pages

235 x 156mm

Paperback

£20 / $29.95 / $39.99CAN

978 1 78663 325 5

Editions Gallimard

978 1 84467 165 6

N E W  U P D A T E D  E D I T I O N

The New Spirit of 
Capitalism
Luc Boltanski and Eve Chiapello
Translated by Gregory Elliott

In this major work, sociologists Luc Boltanski and Eve Chiapello 
go to the heart of the changes in contemporary capitalism. Via an 
unprecedented analysis of the latest management texts that have 
formed the thinking of employers in their reorganization of business, 
the authors trace the contours of a new spirit of capitalism. They argue 
that from the middle of the 1970s onwards, capitalism abandoned the 
hierarchical Fordist work structure and developed a new network-
based form of organization that was founded on employee initiative 
and autonomy in the workplace—a “freedom” that came at the cost 
of material and psychological security. The authors connect this 
new spirit with the children of the libertarian and romantic currents 
of the late 1960s (as epitomised by dressed-down, cool capitalists 
such as Bill Gates and “Ben and Jerry”) arguing that they practice a 
more successful and subtle-form of exploitation. Now a classic work 
charting the sociological structure of neoliberalism, Boltanski and 
Chiapello show how the new spirit triumphed thanks to a remarkable 
recuperation of the left’s critique of the alienation of everyday life 
that simultaneously undermined their “social critique.”

In this new edition, the two author reflect on the reception of the 
book and the debates it has stimulated.

Luc Boltanski teaches sociology at the EHESS, Paris. He is the 
author of numerous books, including On Critique: A Sociology of 
Emancipation.

Eve Chiapello is an associate professor at the HEC School of 
Management, Paris. 

“A wide-ranging, nuanced sociological inquiry into the nature of 
contemporary work.” Choice

“A vast and ambitious work, which is inscribed in a great tradition of 
theoretical and critical sociology.” Le Monde

“This massive book is an astonishing combination—an ideological and 
cultural analysis, a socio-historical narrative, an essay in political economy, 
and a bold piece of engaged advocacy ... a dizzying theoretical tour.” New Left 
Review

“A wonderful book.” William Davies, author of The Happiness Industry

New edition of this major work examining the 
development of neoliberalism

NOVEMBER 
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 • Well-received on first publication.

 • Sold over 10,000 copies in hardback.

Economics/Politics

272 pages

235 x 156mm

Paperback

£10.99 / $16.95 / $22.99CAN

978 1 78663 298 2

Verso

978 1 78478 401 0

N E W  I N  P A P E R B A C K

How Will Capitalism End?
Essays on a Failing System
Wolfgang Streeck
“Streeck’s title question—though never answered—opens a window onto 
the conflict between capitalism and democracy in the neoliberal era. That 
such a conflict exists is no surprise in Brazil, and still hidden to many in the 
United States, but a rude and inescapable shock to those who grew up with 
the comfortable illusions and utopian hopes of post-war Europe.” James 
Galbraith, author of The End of Normal

“Neoliberalism continues to delimit political choice across the globe yet it 
is clear that the doctrine is in severe crisis. In Wolfgang Streeck’s powerful 
new book How Will Capitalism End? Streeck demonstrates that the maladies 
afflicting the world—from secular stagnation to rising violent instability—
herald not just the decline of neoliberalism, but what may prove to be the 
terminal phase of global capitalism.” Paul Mason, author of Postcapitalism

“At the heart of our era’s deepening crisis there lies a touching faith that 
capitalism, free markets and democracy go hand in hand. Wolfgang Streeck’s 
new book deconstructs this myth, exposing the deeply illiberal, irrational, 
anti-humanist tendencies of contemporary capitalism.” Yanis Varoufakis, 
author of And the Weak Suffer What They Must?

“The most interesting person on the most urgent subject of our times.” 
Aditya Chakrabortty, Guardian

“Streeck writes devastatingly and cogently … How Will Capitalism End? 
provides not so much a … forecast as a warning.” Martin Wolf, Financial 
Times

“As the economic gloom deepens to the pitch black night of geopolitical 
crisis, in the economics departments of the world there can still be heard 
the confident chuckle: “but capitalism always survives.” Wolfgang Streeck’s 
book How Will Capitalism End? is an extended riff on the possibility of 
the mainstream economists being wrong. Streeck synthesizes the various 
strands of left crisis theory into a convincing proposal.” Paul Mason, 
Guardian, Books of the Year 2016

“Democratic capitalism is in bad shape. The crisis of 2007–09 and 
subsequent election of Donald Trump demonstrate that. In this book, 
German sociologist Streeck argues that capitalism is doomed, as many 
have before. But he does not believe it will be replaced by something better. 
Instead a new Dark Ages lies ahead.” Financial Times, Best Economics Books 
2016

Wolfgang Streeck is the director of the Max Planck Institute for Social 
Research in Cologne and Professor of Sociology at the University of 
Cologne. He is Honorary Fellow of the Society for the Advancement of 
Socio-Economics and a member of the Berlin Brandenburg Academy 
of Sciences as well as the Academia Europaea.

The provocative political thinker asks if it will be with a 
bang or a whimper

NOVEMBER 
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Politics
144 pages
198 x 129mm
Hardback
£12.99 / $22.95 / $29.95CAN
978 1 78478 754 7
Verso

NOVEMBER 

The Right to Have Rights
Stephanie De Gooyer, Werner Hamacher, 
Alastair Hunt, Samuel Moyn and Astra Taylor
Sixty years ago, the political theorist Hannah Arendt, deprived of her German 
citizenship as a Jew and in exile from her country, observed that before people 
can enjoy any of the “inalienable” rights of man—before there can be any 
specific rights to education, work, voting, and so on—there must first be such 
a thing as “the right to have rights.” The concept received little attention at the 
time, but in our age of refugee crises and extra-state war, the phrase has become 
the center of a crucial and lively debate. Here, five leading thinkers from varied 
disciplines, including history, law and politics, discuss the critical issue of the 
basis of rights and the meaning of radical democratic politics today.

Stephanie DeGooyer is assistant professor in the Department of English at 
Willamette University. 
Werner Hamacher is Emmanuel Levinas Chair of Philosophy at the European 
Graduate School. 

Alastair Hunt is associate professor in the Department of English at Portland 
State University. 

Samuel Moyn is professor of law and history at Harvard University. 

Astra Taylor is a writer, documentary filmmaker and activist. 
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History
320 pages
198 x 129mm
Paperback
£9.99 / $18.95 / $24.95CAN
978 1 78478 607 6
Editions Syllepse
978 1 78478 606 9

NOVEMBER 
N E W  I N  P A P E R B A C K

Revolutionary Yiddishland
A History of Jewish Radicalism
Alain Brossat and Sylvia Klingberg
“A haunting, inspiring and often tragic book, Revolutionary Yiddishland uses first-
hand interviews, deep archival research and sharp analysis to bring to life a complex 
landscape of factory workers, partisans, poets, party leaders, refugees, ghetto fighters 
and movement intellectuals.” Ben Lorber, In These Times

“This rich and poignant and often enthralling record traces the Yiddishland 
revolutionaries from their East European roots through the years of hope and struggle 
and hideous crimes to the heroic anti-Nazi resistance and beyond, with fascinating 
asides on Spain and Palestine. There are many lessons for today.” Noam Chomsky

“Could there have been a future for pre-war Jewry in which Israel did not exist and 
Jews were gathered in a nation state within a federated Soviet Union? This is one of the 
questions brought up in Alain Brossat and Sylvia Klingberg’s book. There is hope for 
the spirit and aims behind the stories this book tells. Jewish radicalism did not die out 
in 1942 with the Final Solution. It now expresses itself without Yiddish.” Clive Bloom, 
Times Higher Educational

Alain Brossat is a lecturer in philosophy at the University of Paris VIII and 
long-time activist. Sylvia Klingberg is a French sociologist.



57

CATEGORY

EXTENT

SIZES

FORMAT

PRICES

ISBN

RIGHTS 

PREVIOUS 
EDITION

 • A history of art by the world’s most-
renowned and respected critic.

 • Has sold over 15,000 copies in 
hardback.

 • Well received on publication with 
great reviews.

 • When John Berger passed away in 
early January 2017 there was a huge 
resurgence of interest in his life and 
legacy.

Art History

544 pages / 100 integrated B/W

235 x 156mm

Paperback

£14.99 / $24.95 / $33CAN

978 1 78478 179 8

Wylie Agency / Agencia Literaria 
Carmen Balcells

978 1 78478 176 7

N E W  I N  P A P E R B A C K

Portraits
John Berger on Artists
John Berger
Edited by Tom Overton

John Berger, one of the world’s most celebrated storytellers and 
writers on art, takes us through centuries of drawing and painting, 
revealing his lifelong fascination with a diverse cast of artists. In 
penetrating and singular prose, Berger presents entirely new ways of 
thinking about artists both canonized and obscure, from Rembrandt 
to Henry Moore, Jackson Pollock to Picasso. 

Storyteller, novelist, essayist, screenwriter, dramatist and critic, 
John Berger (1926–2017) was one of the most internationally 
influential writers of the last fifty years. His many books include 
Ways of Seeing; the fiction trilogy Into Their Labours; Here Is Where 
We Meet; the Booker Prize–winning novel G, Hold Everything Dear; 
the Man Booker–longlisted From A to X; and A Seventh Man.

Tom Overton catalogued John Berger’s archive at the British Library. 
He is working on Berger’s biography and a book on migration and 
archives. 

“John Berger’s Portraits is among the greatest books on art I’ve ever read.” 
Zadie Smith, New York Times

“A volume whose breadth and depth bring it close to a definitive self-portrait 
of one of Britain’s most original thinkers.” Financial Times

“Perhaps the greatest living writer on art … reminds us just how 
insufficient most art commentary is these days … An indispensible guide to 
understanding art from cave painting to today’s experimenters.” Spectator, 
Books of the Year

“In this extraordinary new book, John Berger embarks on a process of 
rediscovery and refiguring of history through the visual narratives given 
to us by portraiture. Berger’s ability for storytelling is both incisive and 
intriguing. He is one of the greatest writers of our time.” Hans Ulrich Obrist, 
author of Ways of Curating

“Berger’s art criticism transcends its genre to become a very rare thing—
literature.” Nation

“Berger is a writer one demands to know more about ... an intriguing and 
powerful mind and talent.” New York Times

A lifetime’s encounter with artists: from prehistoric cave 
painting to the present

NOVEMBER 
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 • De-mystifies the current obsession 
with well-being and shows how 
dangerous it can be.

 • A critique of how capitalism makes 
us ill, stressed and depressed—and 
what we can do about it.

 • Review coverage across the national 
press.

 • Author profile and extract in a major 
national newspaper.

Politics

320 pages

210 x 140mm

Hardback

£16.99 / $26.95 / $35.99CAN

978 1 78663 154 1

David Godwin Associates

Radical Happiness
Searching for Moments of Collective 
Joy
Lynne Segal
Why are we so obsessed by the pursuit of happiness? With new ways 
to measure contentment we are told that we have a right to individual 
joy. But at what cost? 

In an age of increasing individualism, we have never been more alone 
and miserable. But what if the true nature of happiness can only be 
found in others? In Radical Happiness, leading feminist thinker 
Lynne Segal believes that we have lost the art of radical happiness— 
the art of transformative, collective joy. She shows that only in the 
revolutionary potential of coming together it is that we can come to 
understand the powers of flourishing. 

Radical Happiness is a passionate call for the re-discovery of the 
political and emotional joy that emerge when we learn to share our 
lives together.

Lynne Segal is Anniversary Professor of Psychology and Gender 
Studies in the Department of Psychosocial Studies at Birkbeck 
College. Her books include Is the Future Female? Troubled Thoughts 
on Contemporary Feminism; Slow Motion: Changing Masculinities, 
Changing Men; Why Feminism: Gender, Psychology, Politics; Making 
Trouble: Life and Politics and Straight Sex: Rethinking the Politics 
of Pleasure. She co-wrote Beyond the Fragments: Feminism and the 
Making of Socialism with Sheila Rowbotham and Hilary Wainwright. 
Her most recent book was Out of Time: The Pleasures and Perils of 
Ageing.

Praise for Out of Time

“A powerful manifesto for dealing with the march of time.” Observer

“Compassionate, seasoned, honest and wise, which asks questions about age 
but aims to enlighten, rather than frighten us.” Elaine Showalter

“A profound and lively examination of what it means to age, to confront 
the prejudices against the old, and to find a way to affirm their passion and 
fantasy, their bonds and their sorrows.” Judith Butler

“She turns on the subject a critical eye honed by social psychology, 
psychoanalysis, feminism and radical politics. An original, probing and 
unsettling exploration.” Stuart Hall

“Wide ranging in its analyses of feminist, political and social theory.” 
Margaret Drabble

What is the true meaning of happiness?  Lynne Segal 
explores the radical potential of being together

NOVEMBER 



An extract from Radical Happiness by Lynne Segal

‘Why be happy when you could be normal?’, Jeanette 
Winterson’s mother apparently asked in response to her 
daughter’s account of falling in love with a woman. In 
response, the author offered: ‘When I am with her I am 
happy. Just happy’.  

It is startling to read this today. The exchange may have 
been over twenty-five years ago, but it still sounds odd. For 
so long now ‘happiness’ has been insistently promoted as 
the normality to which we should all aspire. Nowadays it 
is not normal to neglect the pursuit of happiness above 
all things. We are told that we should personally work on 
ensuring our own contentment in every aspect of life. 
This outlook has resulted in the kind of legal reforms 
relating to personal life that we can all celebrate. Most 
obviously this includes the acceptance around much of 
the western world of gay and lesbian civil partnerships, 
same-sex marriage as well and the greater recognition of 
trans gender rights and the intersexed.  What’s not to like?

The problem with happiness, however, is that while we 
are all for it, in general, (or almost all of us), it is not so easy 
to pin down the nature of the thing itself. It is even harder 
to be sure of exactly how to go about obtaining it. Indeed, 
it is plausible to suggest that it is the constant search 
for happiness that itself easily generates frustration, 
unease and a sense of failure. This is hardly surprising, 
when emotions have a volatile and complicated life, with 
laughter and tears, enjoyment and displeasure, often 
entangled, or in other ways unstable, constituted in part 
by the ambiance around us. We know that feelings can be 
hard to describe, at times seeming almost impenetrable, 
with words either failing us or more often oversimplifying 
the complexity of our sensations, if not distorting them.

To provide a sense of this, in my own lifetime, the joy with 
which women’s liberation burst onto the political scene 
at the close of the 1960s will remain unique, even though 
some feminists have struggled to remain true to their 
early utopian hopes. In the USA, this would include tens 
of thousands of women, such as that groundbreaking 
feminist fighter, the late Ellen Willis, who helped found 
New York Radical Women in 1967, then Redstocking in 
1969, and whose refrains until the day she died at only 
sixty-four remained much the same: ‘Radical politics is 
about being happy, not about being good’; ‘Feminism is a 
vision of active freedom, of fulfilled desire, or it is nothing’.  
At much the same time, Black American feminist Audre 
Lorde was writing in Sister Outsider: ‘The sharing of joy, 

whether physical, emotional, psychic, or intellectual, 
forms a bridge between the sharers which can be the basis 
for understanding much of what is not shared between 
them, and lessens the threat of their difference’.  

All around the world during its early years, many women 
spoke of becoming involved in second-wave feminism 
as rather like ‘falling in love’, sharing the type of radical 
joy so often expressed in freedom struggles. This is when 
more inclusive spaces open up for particular people to 
find themselves anew. Ursula Owen, one of the founders 
of Virago Press in 1974, captures the exhilaration of 
many women’s desire to be part of that sudden feminist 
cultural renaissance: ‘You couldn’t have asked for more 
joyousness or pleasure from people about the existence 
of Virago … people came up to me all the time, even 
on holidays, seeing me reading a Virago book … it was 
extraordinary really, young women just felt their lives had 
been changed.’  This was the utopian feminist moment I 
shared. As I have written about elsewhere in my political 
memoir Making Trouble, it would pass, as such moments 
do, facing inevitable setbacks, failings and conflict, from 
within and without.  Moreover, I am aware that politics 
is just one form of collective bonding, though as we’ll 
see again, quite often an enduringly significant and 
transformative one.

My notion of ‘radical happiness’ was partly inspired, 
via Adrienne Rich, from Hannah Arendt’s notion of 
‘public happiness’. As I described in Out of Time, Rich 
was referring to the shared happiness, or moments of 
joy, that can at times be found in the forging of radical 
communities, especially when some of their goals are 
realized. This is the sort of joy I described above in the 
early days of women’s liberation, but which can recur 
at any time when people come together with a renewed 
sense that they are participating in creating something 
valuable, together.  

Arendt herself had written about ‘public happiness’ in 
her book On Revolution, published in 1963, following an 
earlier essay entitled ‘Revolution and Public Happiness’ 
in 1960.  What Arendt hoped to revive and foster 
was the sort of radical spirit that energizes people in 
revolutionary moments, bringing the mass of people into 
active engagement with politics to create better societies, 
producing a fairer, more egalitarian world where everyone 
can have what she saw as the pleasure of participating 
in public debate over the main issues of the moment. 



Arendt rejected the encouragement to leave politics to 
elected representatives in government, believing people’s 
active participation was necessary to check the potential 
weaknesses of representative democracy, distancing 
itself from the people, or at least, given competing social 
interests, from certain sections of them. 

Thus true happiness, Arendt argued, could not be simply 
a private matter, but comes as much from the sense of 
purpose and significance that can be gained through 
lively participation in public affairs. Conversely, the 
active engagement of the majority in politics is necessary 
for creating public happiness. Arendt used the earlier 
republican ideals of Thomas Jefferson to argue that: ‘no 
one could be called happy or free without participating, 
and having a share, in public power’.  It is thus some 
notion of genuine participatory democracy that is both 
the enabler and the product of public happiness, in 
Arendt’s writing.

I hardly need convincing that creating social spaces for 
facilitating people’s greater sense of involvement and 
agency in public affairs could help promote healthier, 
happier, less atomised communities. However, for many 
reasons I see only sporadic, if recurrent, possibilities for 
successful collective engagements in today’s political 
world, however engaged a minority is in trying to 
help create and sustain such moments. I have already 
mentioned that the seemingly unstoppable commercial 
dominance of a small number of global corporations 
and financial oligarchies have for decades now been 
undermining the ability of nation states to shape their 
own domestic policies, let alone leave space for people’s 
power to control government policy.   

It is obviously impossible for there to be any return to 
the ancient Greek polis on which Arendt founded her 
visions of radical democracy. This was a place where 
the freedom of its male citizens to spend their time 
discussing politics in designated spaces of their cities, 
as in the Agora of Athens, itself rested upon the labour 
of slaves and the subordination of women, both denied 
rights of citizenship. In stark contrast, some political 
theorists today, such as Wendy Brown, suggest that the 
ubiquitous promotion and near blanket acceptance of a 
neoliberal logic of market principles and competitiveness 
has meant ‘extending of economic values, practices, 
and metrics to every dimension of human life’, thereby 
rendering us individually ‘roving bits of human capital’, 
where any collective affirmative politics becomes almost 
unthinkable.  

I certainly recognize the world Brown is describing, 
but not the unremitting degree of cultural and political 
pessimism in her analysis. No doubt the sparse optimism 
over transforming these mean and increasingly unequal 
times feeds into the melancholy thoughts of those 
who have been busy exploring the nuances of feelings, 
emotions and  ‘affect’ in scholarship in recent years, 
which have been concerned almost exclusively with 
tracking negative feelings. As I discuss in my next 
chapter, there has been much significant and lyrical 
reflection on shame, guilt, loss, trauma, loneliness, self-
hate, depression and melancholy, especially noticeable 
amongst cutting-edge feminist and queer scholars in 
cultural studies.  However, more generally, it seems true 
that positive affect, our moments of joy and happiness 
are seen as more trivial, less stirring, interesting or 
memorable than the tragic, as well as bringing us closer 
to what is seen as dull and coercive normality: ‘All happy 
families are the same’. Yet I see no reason to accept this, 
however fascinating Tolstoy’s unique domestic miseries.  

We need to resist the happiness imperative beamed 
down on us from every other billboard, or packaged in a 
thousand self-help manuals. The Black American scholar, 
Cornell West, for instance, distinguishes the usual talk of 
happiness from what he, like so many before him, sees as 
the joyful possibilities of collective resistance. Pleasure, 
under commodified conditions, tends to be individual 
and inward, but joy, he suggests, can cut across that: 
‘Joy tries to get at those non-market values – love, care, 
kindness, service, solidarity, the struggle for justice – 
values that provide the possibility of bringing people 
together’.  Bringing people together, as we’ll see in later 
chapters, can only endure when there is also space for 
the recognition of a plurality of differences, which – in 
consciously combatting the hierarchies of privilege and 
power consolidated around difference – creates spaces of 
excitement, respect and hope.
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The Leveller Revolution
Radical Political Organisation in 
England, 1640–1650
John Rees
The Levellers, formed out of the explosive tumult of the 1640s and 
the battlefields of the Civil War, are central figures in the history 
of democracy. In this thrilling narrative, John Rees brings to life 
the men—including John Lilburne, Richard Overton and Thomas 
Rainsborough—and women who ensured victory and became an 
inspiration to republicans of many nations.

From the raucous streets of London and the clattering printers’ 
workshops that stoked the uprising, to the rank and file of the New 
Model Army and the furious Putney debates where the Levellers 
argued with Oliver Cromwell for the future of English democracy, 
this story reasserts the revolutionary nature of the 1642–51 wars and 
the role of ordinary people in this pivotal moment in history.

John Rees is an historian, broadcaster and campaigner. He is 
coauthor of A People’s History of London and author of Timelines: 
A Political History of the Modern World, among other titles. He is a 
Visiting Research Fellow at Goldsmith’s, University of London and a 
National Officer of the Stop the War Coalition.

“A profound and scholarly account of the Levellers ... The book combines 
the military-political history of the English revolution with an account of 
the social and ideological struggles that produced, out of the backstreets of 
seventeenth-century London, one of modernity’s first revolutionary social 
movements.” Paul Mason, Guardian, Books of the Year 2016

“Rees likes his subjects, as should anyone who values democracy and social 
justice. This is not just a readable narrative, explaining the development of 
the Levellers, but an inspirational romance for the political left, and a timely 
one. It’s a remarkable story because its actors are remarkable.” Financial 
Times

“A scrupulously researched, carefully told narrative, and a work of 
impressive scholarship.” David Horspool, Spectator

“In his impressive new book John Rees sets out to return the Levellers to 
centre stage ... [his] research is splendid, his understanding of the period 
is admirable ... thoroughly entertaining, and thought-provoking.” Herald 
(Glasgow)

The gripping story of the Levellers, the radical movement 
at the heart of the English Revolution

NOVEMBER 
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William Clark

A Bernie Sanders campaign advisor reflects on the legacy 
of the senator’s presidential run

NOVEMBER 

Crashing the Party
From the Sanders Campaign to a Left 
Movement
Heather Gautney
Introduction by Adolph Reed

Senator Bernie Sanders shocked the political establishment by 
winning 13 million votes and a majority of young voters in the 2016 
Democratic primary. He emerged from the contest against Hillary 
Clinton as the most popular politician in the US, despite being a 
75-year-old self-professed “democratic socialist.” What lessons can 
be drawn from this surprising but—in the end—losing campaign?

Vermont native Heather Gautney was a legislative fellow in Sanders’s 
Washington office and a senior researcher on his presidential 
campaign. The author and editor of several books on social 
movements and American politics, she brings her academic expertise 
and left politics to bear on the scenes and conflicts she witnessed from 
inside the campaign. In reviewing what enabled Sanders to reach out 
to an unprecedented number of people with a socialist message—
and what stalled his progress and radical punch—she draws lessons 
about the prospects and perils of building a leftist movement in the 
United States. Gautney’s reflections on the role that race and class 
played in this election cycle and analysis of where Democrats stand 
following Trump’s victory will serve as a useful starting point for 
many newly aware of the limitations of the Democratic party and the 
challenges ahead.

Heather Gautney is an associate professor of sociology at Fordham 
University. She is author of Protest and Organization in the Alternative 
Globalization Era. She was a legislative fellow in the Office of Senator 
Bernie Sanders in 2012–13, and was a senior researcher on his 2016 
presidential campaign.
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J A C O B I N  S E R I E S

Brazil at the Precipice
Sean Purdy
Brazil is currently facing its greatest crisis since democracy was 
wrested by workers and social movements from the generals in 1985 
after a brutal twenty-one-year military dictatorship. 

In Brazil at the Precipice, Sean Purdy tells the story of how Brazil 
got here, starting in 2002, when the Workers’ Party (PT) came to 
power under its founder Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva, overseeing a 
ten-year period of sustained economic growth in the context of a 
booming world market for Brazilian commodities. Purdy traces the 
government’s implementation of successful social programs, jobs 
creation and modest reduction of economic and social inequality. 
Yet, he shows, the PT maintained the dominant neoliberal economic 
framework and constructed dubious alliances with a range of centrist 
and right-wing parties in order to advance its political agenda and 
effectively tamed unions and social movements, guaranteeing the 
PT’s victory in four successive elections. 

Purdy’s engaging narrative brings us to the global economic crisis, 
which reached the country in 2012, and the point at which the PT’s 
success began to unravel: the government’s adoption of an outright 
neoliberal program of cutbacks that undermined their support. 
Conservative political parties and social movements launched a 
concerted attack against the government, focusing on a corruption 
scandal that snowballed in little more than a year to the impeachment 
of President Dilma Rouseff. 

In tracing the trajectory and defeat of the Workers’ Party experiment 
with socialist politics, Brazil at the Precipice offers us valuable lessons 
for the experiments of the future.

Sean Purdy has taught the history of workers and social movements 
at the University of São Paulo since 2006. A long-time union and 
social movement activist in Canada and Brazil, he is the author of 
several books in Portuguese and dozens of academic and political 
articles on workers and social movements in North America and 
Brazil.

An essential guide to understanding the 
current crisis in Brazil

NOVEMBER 
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Greece and the 
Reinvention of Politics
Alain Badiou
Translated by David Broder

In a series of seven trenchant interventions Alain Badiou analyses 
the decisive developments in Greece since 2011. Badiou considers 
this Mediterranean country “a sort of open-air political lesson”, 
with much to tell us about the wider situation. Greece is exemplary 
of “our fundamental contradictions in Europe, which are also 
ultimately the fundamental contradictions of the world such as it 
is—the world served up to the authoritarian anarchy of capitalism.” 
Notwithstanding the Greeks’ heartening opposition to the financial 
markets’ hegemony, Badiou considers it also important to address 
the reasons why this opposition failed. “Movementist” politics 
may arouse widespread sympathy, but for the French philosopher 
they have “absolutely no effect other than to temporarily 
trap the movement in the negative weakness of its affects.” 
Badiou argues that a consequential opposition inspired by the 
emancipatory politics of the past—or by what he calls “the communist 
hypothesis”—should set its compass by the “orienting maxims” 
proposed in this book, defining a direction for political action.

Alain Badiou teaches philosophy at the École normale supérieure 
and the Collège international de philosophie in Paris. In addition to 
several novels, plays and political essays, he has published a number 
of major philosophical works, including Theory of the Subject and 
Being and Event, Manifesto for Philosophy and Gilles Deleuze. His 
recent books include Ethics, Metapolitics, The Communist Hypothesis, 
and Wittgenstein’s Anti-Philosophy.

“One of the most important philosophers writing today.” Joan Copjec

“A figure like Plato or Hegel walks here among us!” Slavoj Žižek

“An heir to Jean-Paul Sartre and Louis Althusser.” New Statesman

“Badiou’s sardonically compressed style is never less than pungent.” 
Guardian

“A thinker of tremendously invigorating moral fervour, able to rise to 
Swiftian scorn or fine Cocteau-like flourishes. Badiou’s passionate belief in 
human autonomy is inspiring.” Daily Telegraph

“Scarcely any other moral thinker of our day is as politically clear-sighted 
and courageously polemical, so prepared to put notions of truth and 
universality back on the agenda.” Terry Eagleton

One of the world’s leading radical philosophers analyses 
the failure of the Syriza experience in Greece

NOVEMBER 
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We Built the Wall
How America Shuts Out Migrants 
and Refugees
Eileen Truax

For decades, the American political asylum process has been used to 
punish enemies and reward friends of the US government. Refugees 
from Cuba can walk through an open door. People fleeing Eastern 
Europe have been judged very differently than those trying to escape 
persecution in “friendly” but deeply violent states like Mexico, El 
Salvador, Colombia and Honduras.

From a storefront law office in the US border city of El Paso, Texas, one 
man set out to challenge that system. Carlos Specter has filed hundreds 
of political asylum cases on behalf of human rights defenders, 
journalists, and political dissidents, and though his legal activism has 
only inched the process forward—98% of refugees from Mexico are 
still denied asylum—his myriad legal cases and the media fallout from 
them has increasingly put US immigration policy, the corrupt state of 
Mexico, and the political basis of immigration, asylum, and deportation 
decisions—on the spot.

We Built the Wall is an immersive, engrossing story of a new front in 
the immigration wars.

Originally from Mexico, Eileen Truax is a journalist and immigrant 
currently living in Los Angeles. She contributes regularly to Hoy 
Los Angeles and Unidos and writes for Latin American publications 
including Proceso, El Universal, and Gatopardo. Truax often 
speaks at colleges and universities about the Dreamer movement 
and immigration. She is the author of Dreamers: An Immigrant 
Generation’s Fight for Their American Dream.

Praise for Dreamers:  

“Compelling, honest, and personal, this is a must-read for anyone interested 
in the immigration debate.” Booklist

“A forthright, moving piece of advocacy journalism.” Kirkus Reviews

“Truax succeeds in conveying how a shadow status permeates the lives of all 
the young people profiled here, with education, employment opportunities, 
and essential social services severely limited or unavailable.” Publishers 
Weekly

How a Mexican American lawyer in El Paso, Texas has led  
a campaign to expose America’s corrupt asylum process

JANUARY 



67

CATEGORY

EXTENT

SIZES

FORMAT

PRICES

ISBN

RIGHTS

 • Author tour in UK and US.

 • Rising star in the field of race 
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Deport, Deprive, Extradite
Twenty-first Century State 
Extremism
Nisha Kapoor
When Minh Pham was extradited from Britain to the US to face 
terrorism related charges, his appeal against the deprivation of his 
British citizenship was still pending. Soon after he arrived, his appeal 
was lost and he was effectively made stateless. Pham’s story is one of 
the many in Deport, Deprive, Extradite that illustrates the perpetual 
enhancement of state power and its capabilities to expel.

In looking at these stories of Muslim men accused of terrorism-
related offenses, Nisha Kapoor exposes how these racialized subjects 
are dehumanized, made non-human, both in terms of how they are 
represented and via the disciplinary techniques used to expel them. 
She explores how the establishment of these non-humans enables 
the expansion of inhumanity more broadly, targeting Muslims, 
people of colour, immigrants and refugees. In asking what such cases 
illuminate and legitimate about precariousness and dispossession, 
she offers a radical analysis of the contemporary security state.

Nisha Kapoor is a lecturer in sociology at the University of York, and 
a visiting fellow at the Center for Race, Ethnicity and Gender in the 
Social Sciences at Duke University (REGSS). She is coeditor of The 
State of Race.

The extradition of terror subjects reveals who is 
considered to be human—and who is not

JANUARY 
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Europe’s Fault Lines
Racism and the Rise of the Right
Liz Fekete
It is clear that the right is on the rise, but after Brexit, the election of 
Donald Trump and the spike in popularity of extreme-right parties 
across Europe, the question on everyone’s minds is: how did this 
happen? 

An expansive investigation of the ways in which a newly-configured 
right interconnects with anti-democratic and illiberal forces at 
the level of the state, Europe’s Fault Lines provides much-needed 
answers, revealing some uncomfortable truths.

What appear to be “blind spots” about far-right extremism on the part 
of the state, are shown to constitute collusion—as police, intelligence 
agencies and the military embark on practices of covert policing that 
bring them into direct or indirect contact with the far right, in ways 
that bring to mind the darkest days of Europe’s authoritarian past. 

Old racisms may be structured deep in European thought, but they 
have been revitalized and spun in new ways: the war on terror, 
the cultural revolution from the right, and the migration-linked 
demonization of the destitute “scrounger.” Drawing on her work for 
the Institute of Race Relations over thirty years, Liz Fekete exposes 
the fundamental fault lines of racism and authoritarianism in 
contemporary Europe.

Liz Fekete is Director of the Institute of Race Relations, where she 
has worked for over thirty years. She heads its European Research 
Programme (ERP) and is Advisory Editor to its journal Race & Class. 
She is the author of A Suitable Enemy: Racism, Migration and 
Islamophobia in Europe.

Praise for A Suitable Enemy:

“Illuminating the issues and enlightening readers confused by the 
contradictions of the liberal press, this book is an essential tool for 
understanding contemporary racism and a demonstration of how necessary 
the fight against racism is for the full realization of human rights.” 
Manchester Mule

“Fekete’s writing is incisive, informative and infused with a controlled but 
passionate outrage at the injustices she relates.” Red Pepper

“Liz Fekete is one of the best analysts of the complexities of racism in Europe 
today.” Avery Gordon, University of California, Santa Barbara

An expansive investigation into the relationship between 
contemporary states and the far-right

JANUARY 
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Serve the People
Making Asian America in the Long 
Sixties
Karen L. Ishizuka
“Serve the People describes beautifully not merely the making of a people 
but an entire era. People of color, women, queer people, students, and the 
working class altered US history by making the nation more democratic 
and aware of its imperialism. This is a work of immense significance.” Gary 
Okihiro, author of American History Unbound: Asians and Pacific Islanders

“With scholarship and verve, Ishizuka traces the creation of what would be 
called the “yellow power movement” … From San Francisco to New York 
to Los Angeles, from students to activists, Ishizuka depicts how the story 
of Asian America is multi-voiced and variegated.” Stephanie Bartolome, 
Greenlight Bookstore, Brooklyn Paper

“This compelling multi-voice story explains how Asian America came into 
being as both a political identity and a place to call home … Serve the People 
powerfully argues that recovering and remembering the Asian American 
Movement is not to live in the past, but rather to claim the future that the 
Asian American Movement envisioned.” Tracy Lai, International Examiner 

Karen Ishizuka is the author of the books Lost and Found: Reclaiming 
the Japanese American Incarceration and Mining the Home Movie. 
She has produced numerous award-winning films including 
Something Strong Within and Toyo Miyatake: Infinite Shades of Gray, 
an official selection of the Sundance Film Festival. She served the 
Japanese American National Museum for its first fifteen years as 
senior curator, senior producer and director of its Media Arts Center.

A narrative history of the movement that turned 
‘Orientals’ into Asian Americans

JANUARY 
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The Postconceptual 
Condition
Peter Osborne
If, as Walter Benjamin claimed, “it is the function of artistic form… 
to make historical content into a philosophical truth” then it is the  
function of criticism to recover and to complete that truth. Never  
has this been more necessary or more difficult than with respect to 
contemporary art. Contemporary art is a point of condensation of 
a vast array of social and historical forces, economic and political 
forms and technologies of image production. Contemporary 
art expresses this condition, Osborne maintains, through its 
distinctively postconceptual form. These essays—extending the 
scope and arguments of Osborne’s Anywhere or Not at All: Philosophy 
of Contemporary Art—move from philosophical consideration 
of the changing temporal conditions of capitalist modernity, via 
problems of formalism, the politics of art and the changing shape 
of art institutions, to interpretation and analysis of particular 
works by Akram Zataari, Xavier Le Roy and Ilya Kabakov, and the 
postconceptual situation of a crisis-ridden New Music.

Peter Osborne is Professor of Modern European Philosophy and 
Director of the Centre for Research in Modern European Philosophy 
(CRMEP), Kingston University London. He is a long-serving member 
of the editorial collective of Radical Philosophy. His books include 
The Politics of Time, Anywhere or Not At All, Philosophy in Cultural 
Theory, Conceptual Art and Marx.

Praise for Anywhere or Not At All:

“Osborne’s most important contribution to the philosophy of modern art 
undoubtedly lies in his determination to redress philosophy’s dehistoricising 
tendencies and his rigorous delineation of the history of misconstructions 
of Kantian aesthetics right down to the present day.” Lisa Trahair, Critical 
Inquiry

“The first book in English that brings contemporary art as a whole to 
philosophical consideration.” John Rapko, Notre Dame Philosophical Reviews

“It is an ambitious attempt to restore intellectual relevance to the art that 
is made today, beyond all cynical descriptions, and to create a historical 
framework that allows us toread our own present as full of possibilities, 
provided that we do not surrender to objective cynicism. The book is 
rich in ideas and sidetracks. Compared with most of what is written on 
‘contemporary art’, it is on a completely other level of sophistication.” 
Kunstkritikk

“A conceptually challenging and forward-thinking text.” NYArts Magazine

JANUARY 
Tracking the postconceptual dimensions of  
contemporary art
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ISBN
RIGHTS
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EDITION

Philosophy / Art
208 pages
Paperback
198 x 129mm
£9.99 / $16.95 / $22.99CAN
978 1 78478 351 8
Verso
978 1 78478 350 1

CATEGORY
EXTENT
SIZES
FORMAT
PRICES
ISBN
RIGHTS
PREVIOUS  
EDITION

Politics / Urban Studies
416 pages / 40 integrated B/W
Paperback
235 x 156mm
£12.99 / $19.95 / $25.95CAN
978 1 78168 997 4
Verso
978 1 78168 793 2

JANUARY 
N E W  I N  P A P E R B A C K

In the Flow
Boris Groys
“Most writing about the intersections between contemporary art and contemporary life 
surrenders, almost instantly, to the seductions of with-it presentism, or, more slowly 
but inevitably, to melancholy for a lost modernism. Not these essays by Boris Groys. 
In the Flow tracks the complex dialogue across a century and more between art and 
philosophy, politics, mass media, lifestyle, museums, and, recently, the Internet. Some 
flows are familiar, but most are not: from the avant-gardes of the Russian Revolution to 
the Stalinist state as a total work of art, from Clement Greenberg to Google, and Martin 
Heidegger to Julian Assange. Written with Groys’s signature penchant for outrageous 
provocation, breathtaking associative leaps, and productive paradox, these essays are a 
challenge, and a delight, to read.” Terry Smith, author of What Is Contemporary Art?

Boris Groys is Professor of Aesthetics, Art History, and Media Theory at the 
Center for Art and Media Technology in Karlsruhe, and the Global Distinguished 
Professor in the Faculty of Arts and Science, NYU. He has published numerous 
books including The Total Art of Stalinism, On the New and The Communist 
Postscript.

JANUARY 
N E W  I N  P A P E R B A C K

Vertical
The City from Satellites to Bunkers
Stephen Graham
“Superb … Graham builds on the writings of Mike Davis and Naomi Klein who have 
attempted to expose the hidden corporate and military structures behind everyday life.” 
Edwin Heathcote, Financial Times

“A detailed and intense forensics of new urban frontiers, laboratories of the extreme 
where experiments with new urban conditions are currently being undertaken.”Eyal 
Weizman, author of Hollow Land

“A rigorously researched, pioneering book packed with disturbing and at times 
astonishing information.”Icon

“In this panoramic, at times jaw-dropping book, Stephen Graham describes how in 
recent years the built environment around the world, both above and below ground, 
has become dramatically more vertical … Cities feel different once you’ve read it.” Andy 
Beckett, Guardian 

Stephen Graham is Professor of Cities and Society at the Global Urban Research 
Unit, based in Newcastle University’s School of Architecture, Planning and 
Landscape. He is the author of Cities Under Siege: The New Military Urbanism.
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ISBN
RIGHTS
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EDITION

Politics/Architecture
336 pages
235 x 156mm
Paperback
£14.99 / $26.95 / $35.95CAN
978 1 78663 448 1
Verso
978 1 84467 868 6

CATEGORY
EXTENT
SIZES
FORMAT
PRICES
ISBN
RIGHTS
PREVIOUS 
EDITION

Sociology / Politics
368 pages
235 x 156mm
Paperback
£19.99 / $29.95 / $39.99CAN
978 1 78663 379 8
Verso
978 1 85984 031 3

JUNE 2017 
N E W  E D I T I O N

Hollow Land
Israel’s Architecture of Occupation
Eyal Weizman
“The most astonishing book on architecture that I have read in years.” Edwin Heathcote, 
Financial Times

“A masterpiece of political analysis.” James Ron, The Nation

“Eyal Weizman has taken Edward Said’s thesis to a new level, generating extraordinary, 
and at times surreally uncomfortable, conclusions…Weizman’s book is of salutary 
interest.” Jay Merrick, Independent

“Weizman takes his readers on a tour of the visible and invisible ways in which 
Israel implements its control over Palestinians... Hollow Land is eloquent about the 
architectural chaos and confusion created by Israel in the Occupied Territories.” London 
Review of Books

Eyal Weizman is Professor of Spatial and Visual Cultures at Goldsmiths, 
University of London, where he directs the Centre for Research Architecture 
and the European Research Council funded project Forensic Architecture.

JANUARY 
N E W  U P D A T E D  E D I T I O N

Anything But Mexican
The Rise and Fall of Los Angeles’s Barrios
Rodolfo F. Acuña
By the year 2000, Mexicans and other Latinos will comprise fifty percent of the 
population of Los Angeles. In this new book, the author of the widely praised 
Occupied America describes the harsh realities facing Chicanos in LA today.

“Anything But Mexican challenges neoliberal interpretations of the history of Los 
Angeles which blame Mexicans and other immigrants of color for the decline of the city. 
Acuña’s provocative work confronts these historical myths, signalling that Latinos will 
not be dismissed.” Deena González, Pomona College

“Required reading on Chicanos in the Southwest. This book will stand amongst the 
classics in Chicano Studies.” Teresa Cordova, University of New Mexico

Rodolfo F. Acuña is the founding chair of the Chicana/o Studies department 
at California State University at Northridge—the largest Chicana/o Studies 
Department in the United States. He has authored twenty-two books, including 
three children’s books, and Voices of the U.S. Latino Experience; Corridors of 
Migration: Odyssey of Mexican Laborers, 1600–1933; and Occupied America: A 
History of Chicanos.
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Russian Revolution Centenary 

The Dilemmas of Lenin
Terrorism, War, Empire, Love, Revolution
Tariq Ali
On the centenary of the Russian Revolution,  
Tariq Ali paints an illuminating portrait of Lenin
April 2017
384 pages • 235 x 156mm • Hbk 
£16.99/$26.95/$35.99CAN • ISBN: 978 1 78663 110 7

Revolution at the Gates
Zizek on Lenin: The 1917 Writings
V. I. Lenin 
Edited by Slavoj Žižek
How to reinvent Lenin in the era of “cultural 
capitalism.”
August 2011
352 pages • 198 x 129mm • Pbk
£14.99/$24.95/$31CAN • ISBN: 978 1 84467 714 6

The Prophet
The Life of Leon Trotsky
Isaac Deutscher
Classic biography of Russian revolutionary Leon 
Trotsky, now collected in a single volume
January 2015
1648 pages • 235 x 156mm • Pbk
£30/$49.95/$58CAN • ISBN: 978 1 78168 560 0

Lenin 2017
Remembering, Repeating, and Working 
Through
Slavoj Žižek
One hundred years after the Russian Revolution, Žižek 
shows why Lenin’s thought is still important today
July 2017
192 pages • 210 x 140mm • Hbk
£12.99/$19.95/$25.95CAN • ISBN: 978 1 78663 188 6

Lenin
A Study on the Unity of His Thought
Georg Lukács
“The definitive study of Lenin’s political theory.” 
Observer
June 2009
Biblio: 101 pages • 198 x 129mm • Pbk
£9.99/$17.95/$19.95CAN • ISBN: 978 1 84467 352 0

Women, Resistance  
and Revolution
A History of Women and Revolution in the 
Modern World
Sheila Rowbotham
This classic book provides a historical overview of 
feminist strands among the modern revolutionary 
movements of Russia, China and the Third World.
January 2014
288 pages • 198 x 129mm • Pbk
£9.99/$17.95/$19.95CAN • ISBN: 978 1 78168 146 6

Red Rosa
A Graphic Biography of Rosa Luxemburg
Kate Evans 
Edited by Paul Buhle
“Utterly brilliant” Steve Bell
A graphic novel of the dramatic life and death of 
German revolutionary Rosa Luxemburg
October 2015
224 pages • 254 x 178mm • Pbk
£11.99/$18.95/$24.95CAN • ISBN: 978 1 78478 099 9

October
The Story of the Russian Revolution
China Miéville
Award-winning author China Miéville plunges  
us into the year the world was turned upside down
May 2017
368 pages • 235 x 156mm • Hbk
£18.99/$26.95/$35.99CAN • ISBN: 978 1 78478 277 1

The Communist Manifesto / 
The April Theses
Frederick Engels, V. I. Lenin, and Karl Marx 
Introduction by Tariq Ali
A new beautiful edition of the Communist Manifesto, 
combined with Lenin’s key revolutionary tract
November 2016
240 pages • 179 x 111mm • Hbk
£7.99/$12.95/$16.95CAN • ISBN: 978 1 78478 690 8

The Soviet Century
Moshe Lewin 
On the centenary of the Russian Revolution, a classic 
history of the Soviet era, from 1917 to its fall
October 2016
432 pages • 198 x 129mm • Pbk
£12.99/$19.95/$25.95CAN • ISBN: 978 1 78478 066 1
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ART CRITICISM

Landscapes
John Berger on Art
John Berger 
Edited by Tom Overton
Landscapes, the companion volume to John Berger’s 
highly acclaimed Portraits, explores what art tells us about 
ourselves
November 2016 • 272 pages • Hbk  
£16.99/$26.95/$35.99CAN • ISBN: 978 1 78478 584 0

HISTORY

A People’s History of the World
From the Stone Age to the New Millennium
Chris Harman
‘I have had many people ask me if there is a book 
which does for world history what my book A People’s 
History of the United States does for this country. 
I always respond that I know of only one book that 
accomplishes this extremely difficult task, and that is 
Chris Harman’s A People’s History of the World. It is 
an indispensible volume on my reference bookshelf.’ 
Howard Zinn
2017 • 760 pages • Pbk
£12.99/$19.95/$22CAN • ISBN: 978 1 178663 081 0

FICTION

The Storyteller
Tales out of Loneliness
Walter Benjamin
A beautiful collection of the legendary thinker’s short 
stories
July 2016 • 240 pages • Pbk  
£12.99/$19.95/$23.95CAN • ISBN: 978 1 78478 304 4

BIOGRAPHY

In Search of Fatima
A Palestinian Story
Ghada Karmi
Acclaimed and intimate memoir of exile and 
dispossession.
‘This is an important memoir, beautifully written by 
an intelligent, sensitive woman ... It should help those 
of us who do not understand why growing numbers of 
Muslims and not a few Christians have lost faith with 
Western pretensions of fairness.’ Financial Times
‘Keenly observed, fierce, honest and yet light of touch.’ 
Economist
2009 • 452 pages • Pbk
£10.99/$19.95/$23.95CAN • ISBN: 978 1 84467 368 1

HISTORY

The Holocaust Industry
Reflections on the Exploitation of Jewish 
Suffering
Norman G. Finkelstein
Controversial indictment of those who exploit the 
tragedy of the Holocaust for their own gain.
‘Anyone with an open mind and an interest in the 
subject should ignore the critical brickbats and read 
what Finkelstein has to say.’ New Statesman
2015 • 304 pages • Pbk
£9.99/$16.95/$19.95CAN • ISBN: 978 1 78168 561 7

PHILOSOPHY

Aesthetics and Politics
Theodor Adorno, Walter Benjamin, Ernst Bloch, 
Bertolt Brecht, and Georg Lukács
An intense and lively debate on literature and art.
‘Genuinely an indispensable volume.’  
Raymond Williams
2010 • 256 pages • Pbk 
£9.99/$17.95/$21.50CAN • ISBN: 978 1 84467 570 8 

HISTORY
NEW IN PAPERBACK

The Invention of the  
Jewish People
Shlomo Sand
Best-selling new analysis of Jewish history by leading 
Israeli historian.
‘Shlomo Sand has written a remarkable book. In 
cool, scholarly prose he has, quite simply, normalized 
Jewish history. Anyone interested in understanding 
the contemporary Middle East should read this book.’ 
Tony Judt
2010 • 360 pages • Pbk
£11.99/$19.95/$22.95CAN • ISBN: 978 1 84467 623 1 

PHILOSOPHY

Minima Moralia
Reflections on Damaged Life
Theodor Adorno
‘A volume of Adorno is equivalent to a whole shelf of 
books on literature.’ Susan Sontag
A reflection on everyday existence in the ‘sphere of 
consumption of late Capitalism’, this work is Adorno’s 
literary and philosophical masterpiece.
2010 • 256 pages • Pbk
£10.99/$19.95/$23.95CAN • ISBN: 978 1 84467 051 2

PHILOSOPHY

The System of Objects
Jean Baudrillard
A tour de force of the materialist semiotics of the early 
Baudrillard. 
‘A sharp-shooting Lone Ranger of the post-Marxist 
left.’ New York Times
2006 • 224 pages • Pbk
£9.99/$16.95/$21CAN • ISBN: 978 1 84467 053 6

ART CRITICISM

Artificial Hells
Participatory Art and the Politics of 
Spectatorship 
Claire Bishop
A searing critique of participatory art by an iconoclastic 
historian
July 2012 • 390 pages • Pbk  
£19.99/$29.95/$31.50CAN • ISBN: 978 1 84467 690 3

Bestsellers



Bestsellers

PHILOSOPHY

A Philosophy of Walking
Frédéric Gros
‘A passionate affirmation of the simple life, and joy in 
simple things. And it’s beautifully written: clear, simple, 
precise.’ Carole Cadwalladr, Observer
‘A long walk, Gros suggests, allows us to commune with 
the sublime.’ New York Times
April 2015 • 240 pages • Pbk
£9.99/$16.95/$19.95CAN • ISBN: 978 1 78168 837 3

POLITICS

Hacker, Hoaxer,  
Whistleblower, Spy
The Many Faces of Anonymous
Gabriella Coleman
‘In Hacker, Hoaxer, Whistleblower, Spy, Coleman 
reveals the group in all its complexity ... this in-depth 
account might leave readers in awe of the sheer 
scope of the group and how much they have achieved 
while shunning the traditional trappings of leaders, 
hierarchy and individual fame-seeking.’ Financial 
Times
November 2015 • 464 pages • Pbk
£9.99/$19.95/$25.95CAN • ISBN: 978 1 78168 983 7

POLITICS/MIDDLE EAST

The Rise of Islamic State
ISIS and the New Sunni Revolution
Patrick Cockburn
The essential “on the ground” report on the fastest-
growing new threat in the Middle East from the winner 
of the 2014 Foreign Affairs Journalist of the Year Award. 
‘Quite simply, the best Western journalist at work in 
Iraq today.’ Seymour Hersh
2015 • 192 pages • Pbk
£9.99/$16.95/$19.95CAN • ISBN: 978 1 78478 040 1

PHILOSOPHY

The Sublime Object of Ideology
Slavoj Žižek
Žižek’s first book, a provocative and original exploration 
of human agency in a postmodern world.
2008 • 272 pages • Pbk
£13.99/$24.95/$27.95CAN • ISBN: 978 1 84467 300 1

POLITICS

Inventing the Future
Postcapitalism and a World Without Work
Nick Srnicek and Alex Williams
A major new manifesto for a high-tech future, free from 
work
October 2016 • 272 pages • Pbk  
£9.99/$15.95/$20.95CAN • ISBN: 978 1 78478 622 9

POLITICS

How Did We Get Into This 
Mess?
Politics, Equality, Nature
George Monbiot
Leading political and environmental commentator on 
where we have gone wrong, and what to do about it
March 2017 • 352 pages • Pbk  
£9.99/$16.95/$22.95CAN • ISBN: 978 1 78663 078 0

POLITICS

Inequality and the 1%
Danny Dorling
‘A clear and readable account of the damage wrought  
by extreme inequality. This is a powerful book.’  
Kate E. Pickett, co-author of The Spirit Level
‘Dorling asks questions about inequality that fast 
become unswervable: can we afford the superrich? Can 
society prosper? Can we realize our potential?’  
Zoe Williams, Guardian
‘Takes an empirical look at how lives of the richest 
damage the rest of society.’ Melissa Benn, New 
Statesman (Books of the Year)
September 2015 • 256 pages • Pbk 
£8.99/$15.95/$20.95CAN • ISBN: 978 1 78478 207 8

PHILOSOPHY

Living in the End Times
Slavoj Žižek
Žižek analyses the end of the world at the hands of the 
“four riders of the apocalypse.”
‘Fierce brilliance … scintillating.’ 
Steven Poole,  
Guardian
‘Žižek is to today what Jacques Derrida was to the ’80s: 
the thinker of choice for Europe’s young intellectual 
vanguard.’ 
Observer
2011 • 520 pages • Pbk
£12.99/$22.95/$28.50CAN • ISBN: 978 1 84467 702 3 

POLITICS

Imagined Communities
Reflections on the Origin and Spread  
of Nationalism
Benedict Anderson
The world-famous work on the origins and development 
of nationalism
September 2016 • 240 pages • Pbk  
£12.99/$19.95/$25.95CAN • ISBN: 978 1 78478 675 5

POLITICS

Chavs
The Demonization of the Working Class
Owen Jones
Bestselling investigation into the myth and reality of 
working-class life in contemporary Britain.
‘A passionate and well-documented denunciation of the 
upper-class contempt for the proles that has recently 
become so visible in the British class system.’  
Eric Hobsbawm, Guardian
2016 • 352 pages • Pbk
£9.99/$15.95/$18.95CAN • ISBN: 978 1 78478 377 8
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